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1. General data 

Purpose and Objectives of the Project: Monitoring and informing the public about 
the mass-media behavior during election campaign and about the access of election 
contestants to the mass-media. The monitoring implies analysing reporting trends that 
could affect the performance of mass-media outlets and compromise their ability to 
deliver to the public honest, fair and pluralistic information. 
 
Monitoring period: 20 September – 19 October 2019 
 
Criteria used for selecting the media outlets subject to monitoring:  

• Audience / impact: national, regional 
• Media type: audiovisual 
• Form of ownership: public, private 
• Language of broadcasting: Romanian, Russian 

 
Monitored mass-media: 
 

Moldova 1 (19:00) – public broadcaster, national coverage, broadcasting in 
Romanian and Russian; 

Prime TV (21:00) – private broadcaster, national coverage, broadcasting in 
Romanian and Russian; 

Publika TV (17:00) – private broadcaster, national coverage, broadcasting in 
Romanian and Russian; 
Jurnal TV (19:00) – private broadcaster, regional coverage, broadcasting in 

Romanian and Russian; 
NTV Moldova (19:00) – private broadcaster, regional coverage, broadcasting in 
Romanian and Russian; 
RTR Moldova (19:00) – private broadcaster, regional coverage, broadcasting in 
Romanian and Russian; 
TV 8 (19:00) – private broadcaster, regional coverage, broadcasting in Romanian 

and Russian; 
Pro TV (20:00) – private broadcaster, regional coverage, broadcasting in 

Romanian; 
Accent TV (20:00) – private broadcaster, regional coverage, broadcasting in 

Romanian and Russian; 
Televiziunea Centrala (20:00) – private broadcaster, regional coverage, 

broadcasting in Romanian and Russian.  
 

 
2. Methodological Framework  
 
The entire content of the main daily newscasts on the above-listed broadcasters was 
monitored, as part of which the materials with direct and indirect election character 
were analysed. The materials were assessed through the lens of content and context 
to determine whether they favored or disfavored a given party or political formation. 
The following impartiality criteria served as a basis for content analysis: 
 
Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship: According to the Journalist’s 
Code of Ethics, the news must be impartial and objective and not favor certain parties 
/ groups / people to the detriment of others. Finding discriminatory elements in reports 
represents the first criterion confirming that the reality was actually reproduced 



            

subjectively. Filtering the news and making a minimum history and context research 
are also a sign of the fact that the interests of certain stakeholders rather than of the 
general public are defended by media. 
 
Fairness and balance of sources/pluralism of opinions 
To be regarded as fair and balanced, the materials need to quote all the parties 
concerned, particularly when they are about a controversial issue. The opponents must 
also be treated equally. The mass-media also need to provide access to a wide range 
of diverse opinions that could help the audience or readership form their own opinion 
about what happened. 
 
Language and images used 
Exaggerations and licentious language, such as pejoratives or labelling of certain 
people or organisations, as well as images manipulated so as to make certain parties 
appear in a bad light, raises big questions about the observance of ethical and 
professional standards. Journalists’ ethical behavior is most often questioned when the 
images show something that is not true, when they are tampered with, and when some 
piece of news is accompanied by pictures that have nothing to do with its actual 
content.  
 
3. Monitoring dates 
 
Moldova 1  

Involvement in the election campaign 

From 28 September to 4 October 2019, Moldova 1 public broadcaster covered closely 

the election campaign. Materials in this regard appeared under two rubrics: ‘2019 

General Local Elections’ and ‘The New 2019 Parliamentary Elections’, but also outside 

of them. In the 7 newscasts, Moldova 1 aired in total 43 materials of election nature, 

39 of which were aired under the said rubrics, while 4 – outside of them. The latter 

were about an international mission of observers, about the re-establishment of the 

Day of Silence, about the voters being able to check voter lists and and announcement 

that Moldova 1 was to start election debates. Moldova 1 was especially after the 

election promises made by candidates to the position of Mayor of Chisinau 

Municipality, but it also broadcast news about candidates from elsewhere and about 

some parties’ campaign launching. 

Also, starting 3 October, Moldova 1 broadcast one brief piece of news about every 

candidate who participated the day before in the election debates on TV. Thus, on 3 

October, two pieces of news were broadcast featuring two candidates at Cahul City 

Hall, and on 4 October – three pieces of news featuring three candidates at Balti City 

Hall.  

Of the 43 news items, two were about the parliamentary elections, but they rather 
tackled the election process, not candidates’ election conduct: one news item said that 
CEC rejected the appeals filed by Anatol Stepuleac and Sveatoslav Mihalache, while 
the other one announced about the printing out of ballot papers. Moldova 1 also tracked 
the developments in the Ruslan Codreanu case. He was not registered in the campaign 
because of alleged issues with his supporters’ signature lists. 



            

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

The materials with direct and indirect election nature were, to a great extent, objective 

and impartial. Most of the relevant subjects – 28 out of 43, were about election 

promises. No obvious attempts to favour a particular candidate was noticed. Still, 

taking into account that the first two positions in the election polls are held by Ion Ceban 

(PSRM) and Andrei Nastase (ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc) who appear more often in the 

media as they are believed to have greater chances, one can see that Ion Ceban is 

slightly favored compared to Andrei Nastase as the former appeared thrice in a positive 

context (making election promises: 30 September, 2 October and 4 October), once in 

a positive-neutral context, as being in the top position in an opinion poll (1 October). 

Andrei Nastase appeared once in an item making election promises (1 October), once 

– in a positive-neuter one (1 October, opinion poll) and once in a negative context 

(accused by Valeriu Munteanu of using illegally the image of Stefan the Great – 3 

October). The other nine contenders appeared in a neutral context mostly, without any 

obvious favoring or otherwise.  

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

All the news items on election promises had one single source. The reporters did no 

more but put down a few statements without treating politicians’ messages critically. 

There was thus a relative pluralism of opinions, having granted access to news to 11 

candidates to the position of Mayor of Chisinau. Ion Ceban (PSRM), Victor Chironda 

(‘Forta Noua’ political movement) and Valeriu Munteanu (‘Salvati Basarabia’ Union) 

appeared or were quoted most often – 4 times each..  Andrei Nastase, from 

ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc and Octavian Ticu from the National Unity Party (PUN) were the 

protagonists of three pieces of news each. Dorin Chirtoaca (PL) and Valerii Klimenko 

(Sor Party) were quoted and mentioned twice each, while the rest of the candidates – 

Lilia Ranogaet (PNL), Vitalie Voznoi (‘Stinga Europeana’ Party), Dumitru Tira 

(PPEM),Vlad Turcanu (PPR) – once.  

The candidates to the position of Mayor of Balti – Sergiu Burlacu (PUN) and Renato 

Usatii (‘Partidul Nostru’) were the main characters of two pieces of news each, while 

Serghei Pcela (Party of Law and Justice) and Sergiu Mihailov (PDM) – of one each. 

The candidates to the position of Cahul Mayor – Nicolae Dandis (independent) and 

Sergiu Renta (PN) appeared in the news once.  

Moldova 1 also broadcast four pieces of news about parties beginning their election 

campaigns in various places: PLDM in Ialoveni (28 September), PUN in Chisinau and 

Balti (28 September), ‘Partidul Nostru’ in Stefan Voda (28 September) and the Party of 

Communists in Chisinau (30 September).  

Of the 43 election news items, 9 treated controversies. For 3 of them the balance of 

sources was not observed, with the counterpart concerned not being given the chance 

to reply. Thus, in the news item aired on 30 September which said that Ruslan 

Codreanu had written to the embassies accredited in Chisinau accusing the Election 

Constituency Council of ‘committing an abuse’ by refusing to register him, there was 

no reply of CEC representatives in relation to the allegations. Moldova 1 did mention 



            

how many signatures were invalidated, but it did not seek any comments whatsoever 

regarding the allegations of abuse. The news about the rejection of complaints filed by 

Oleg Brega – independent candidate to the position of Chisinau municipal councilor, 

and by Serghei Scripnic – ‘Patriotii Moldovei’ Party candidate (30 September) and the 

news about the rejection of complaints filed by the parliamentary election candidates 

for constituency No 33 – Anatolie Stepuleac (‘Stinga Europeana’ Party) and Sveatoslav 

Mihalache (PUN) had only one source too. In none of these news were the candidates 

concerned sought to be asked about their views on the CEC decision. In the other 

news where controversies were tackled, the balance of sources was observed.  

The gender ratio was not favorable for women, who were quoted 5 times, while men – 

38 times. 

Language and images used 

In the week of 28 September – 4 October 2019, no language inappropriate for news 

was found to have been used in Moldova 1 newscasts. There were no appreciative 

expressions, ironies or labelling. There were no images that could have distorted the 

reality.  

 
Prime TV 

Involvement in the election campaign 

In the second week of the campaign, 28 September – 4 October, Prime TV had 24 
election subjects in the main newscast of the day. Prime TV broadcast the election 
news as part of a special rubric which contained both general subjects about elections, 
such as the printing out of ballot papers, international observer accreditation by CEC, 
and about possible dissensions in the parliamentary factions of ACUM Bloc, but also 
about other matters about the campaigning by the candidates to the position of Mayor 
of Chisinau and Mayor of Balti. Some of the subjects were of indirect election nature, 
as some particular candidates were quoted and/or mentioned in the news. The case 
of Ruslan Codreanu, who filed a lawsuit for not being registered in the election race, 
appeared in several news items on Prime TV.   

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

The matters regarding the election process, the campaigning by election contenders 
were, most of the time, treated objectively and impartially by Prime TV. Still, in a few 
cases (3), bias against the main characters of news items was noticed. This was mainly 
the piece of news about Renato Usatii’s start of election campaign for the position of 
Mayor of Balti on 29 September, where the background information said that he was 
being criminally prosecuted for attempted murder of the Russian businessman 
Gherman Gorbuntov and for bringing in to Moldova some big amounts of money. Some 
archive footage also appeared in this news item, without any acknowledgment of this 
fact. The fact that those details were highlighted so much in that piece of news about 
the start of his campaign, without saying anything about the position of Renato Usatii 
in those cases, implies that Prime TV had a negative attitude towards him. 

Another instance were bias was noticed was one where the head of state made some 
comments regarding right-wing candidates on a private TV channel. The President Igor 
Dodon did not name anyone in particular, but Prime TV reporters deduced the 



            

comments were about Andrei Nastase, from ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc, who could allegedly 
use local elections as a springboard for presidential elections (4 October). The reporter 
went on to list the positions held recently by Andrei Nastase. The fact that this 
information was taken from another TV channel to produce a separate news item is an 
indication of the tendentiousness of Prime TV who depicted Igor Dodon as a person 
interested in positions alone. Prime TV also broadcast one piece of news entirely about 
Andrei Nastase's declaration of property, while the declarations of property of the other 
election contenders were not given that amount of attention (2 October).   

Prime TV did not show openly that it supported any particular candidate to the position 
of Mayor of Chisinau, as most of the candidates were treated neutrally in the news 
During the monitored period, the tendency to portray Andrei Nastase in a bad light 
remained. He was mentioned three times in news that showed other election 
contenders making accusations against him.  

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

Most election news were based on one single source, particularly when it was about 
events involving election contenders. The news also communicated some background 
information in certain cases. The news that tackled election matters indirectly reflected 
several points of view, guaranteeing thus pluralism of opinions.   

The following election contenders appeared as protagonists in the news: Ion Ceban, 
PSRM – 2 different pieces of news and he was mentioned in one; Andrei Nastase – 
ACUM/PPDA/PAS  – 2 pieces of news and mentioned in 4 other news items, PUN – 3 
pieces of news and mentioned once. Valeriu Munteanu, USB, appeared in the news 
mostly making accusations against certain people, Lelia Ranogaet appeared in 3 news 
items, PNL – in 2, Dorin Chirtoaca, PL; Ion Diacov, PN; Victor Chironda, Forta Noua; 
Dumitru Tira, PPEM were either the leads or were quoted in one news item each. Prime 
TV also announced that a PSRM candidate and the independent candidate Mihai 
Bogos running for municipal councillors started their election campaign. Prime TV 
broadcast two pieces of election news naming all candidates running in the general 
local elections.  

In total, there were 10 controversial news items in which they either included the 
opinion of the second party or mentioned that the concerned parties did not pick up the 
phone or made no comments without Prime TV trying to seek information from 
alternative sources. Note that, most of the time they said that the accused party did not 
pick up the phone in the news items involving Andrei Nastase.  

The ratio of sources from the gender perspective was decidedly in the favor of men 
(25 men to 8 women).  

Language and images used 

The language used in the monitored news was neutral. The footages were fair, not 
arranged. Note that archive footage was used in that news item about the start of 
Renato Usatii’s election campaign. That was footage showing the place where the 
attempted murder on Gherman Gorbuntov was committed, without it being required at 
all form editorial point of view and without having specified the date of the footage. 

 

Publika TV  

Involvement in the election campaign 



            

From 28 September to 4 October 2019, Publika TV broadcast 16 election items during 

the main newscast of the day. The news of direct and indirect election nature were 

broadcast under two rubrics: 2019 General Local Elections (15 items) and 

Parliamentary Elections (one item). Publika TV treated both general and election 

subjects under the special rubrics – the printing out of ballot papers for a constituency, 

the monitoring of elections by ENEMO Mission or about the announcement made by 

CEC regarding the possibility to check voter lists and the information about the 

candidates running for the Mayor of Chisinau.  

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

The items about the election process and about the campaigning by several 

candidates were treated, in most of the cases, fairly and impartially. Still, in a few cases 

(4 out of 16), the journalists used labelling, made comments and gave some names or 

made some interpretations of episodes of the election campaign. For instance, in one 

news item of 2 October, which was about the fact that Andrei Nastase, ACUM/DA/PAS 

Bloc candidate, started his election campaign, Publika TV mixed facts with opinions, 

making comments such as: ‘[Andrei Nastase] boasted about his election program, but 

little did he say about how he’ll manage to make all his plans true... [...]... after boasting 

about his plans, Andrei Nastase moved on to critics. The PPDA leader made a retort 

to those who suggested him to withdraw form the election race.’ Another news item 

broadcast under the general local elections rubric was about a statement that the head 

of state made about elections. Although the president did not name any one in 

particular and did not state that a particular candidate in local elections was actually 

aiming for the supreme position in the state, Publika TV interpreted his statements 

though as if that was what he actually said. Here’s an excerpt from the news item 

broadcast on 4 October: ‘Nastase dreams of becoming head of state. At least that’s 

what came out of the statements made by Igor Dodon who said that the mayor seat is 

wanted by the right because it could be used as a springboard for the presidential 

elections.’ The way in which the news item was delivered was similar to the approach 

of Prime TV – stressing out the positions that Andrei Nastase had or wanted. In the 

period between 28 September – 4 October 2019, Prime TV did not support openly any 

particular candidate to the position of Mayor of Chisinau, as most of the candidates 

were treated relatively neutrally in the news. Concurrently, the ACUM/DA/PAS 

candidate – Andrei Nastase, was shown in a bad light because of the tendentious way 

in which the news concerning him were produced and because of the exclusively 

negative context of the news. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

During the monitored period, Publika TV mentioned and/or quoted in its election news 

9 candidates to the position of Mayor of Chisinau and the independent candidate 

Ruslan Codreanu who was not registered as such. The candidates appeared in the 

election news as follows: Andrei Nastase (ACUM/DA/PAS) – 6 times, Ion Ceban 

(PSRM) and Octavian Ticu (PUN) – 3 times each, Valeriu Munteanu (USB) – twice, 

and Dorin Chirtoaca (PL), Vladimir Cebotari (PDM), Victor Chironda (Forta Noua 

Movement(F9)), Dumitru Tira (PPEM) and Vladimir Turcanu (PPR) – once each.  

With regards to the conflictual subjects involving several candidates (Andrei Nastase 

(ACUM/DA/PAS)), Valeriu Munteanu (Save Bessarabia Union/USB), Dorin Chirtoaca 



            

(PL), Ion Ceban (PSRM) and Octavian Ticu (PUN), Publika TV did not always ensure 

balanced sources and pluralism of opinions. To be more specific, in a few cases (4) 

the opinion of the second party remained unknown, the reporters mentioning that the 

party concerned did not pick up the phone to comment the allegations/statements 

made about them. The reporters did not try to find alternative sources to either confirm 

or otherwise the allegations. The ratio of sources from the gender perspective was 

decidedly in the favour of men (29 men to 9 women). 

Language and images used 

The language used by Publika TV in election news and in the news about most of the 

candidates participating in the election race was neutral and the archive footages were 

labelled accordingly. Still, the comments, interpretations and the wording in the news 

about the ACUM/DA/PAS candidate, Andrei Nastase, put him in an exclusively bad 

light and that was obviously detrimental to him.  

 
Jurnal TV 

From 28 September to 4 October 2019, Jurnal TV broadcast a total of 26 news items 
relevant for this monitoring. Most of them had direct election nature and were shown 
under the 2019 Local Elections rubric. The information released by Jurnal TV was, for 
the most part, about what the candidates to the position of Mayor of Chisinau did on a 
daily basis, about the problems they found and the solutions they had in mind. Two 
news items broadcast in this period in the newscasts were about the observer missions 
working during elections. One of the news items was about Renato Usatii’s (‘Partidul 
Nostru’) start of campaign, who runs for the position of Balti Mayor. 

The indirect election materials were about what some candidates do outside their 
election campaign. Among them: the news about the fact that the MP Iurie Renita might 
leave the ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc (1 October), in the context of which Octavian Ticu, the 
PUN candidate to the position of Mayor, was mentioned; the hearing of three democrat 
MPs by the Investigation Committee looking into the circumstances of the attempted 
anti-constitutional putsch (2 October), one of the MPs being Vladimir Cebotari – the 
PDM candidate to the position of Chisinau mayor; in the news item about Orhei District 
Council which received presents worth MDL 50 million, but nobody explained how the 
money got on the account of the institution (4 October), Pavel Verejanu – Sor PP 
candidate to the position of Orhei Mayor was quoted/mentioned.  

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

During the reporting period, Jurnal TV continued to cover all public activities conducted 
by the election contenders without limiting the access of any of them to the news. The 
election materials were, for the most part, about what the candidates were up to. Just 
as in the previous monitoring period, these news items contained statements about 
contenders’ election platforms, without including any background information or 
experts’ opinions, which would have provided a clearer picture as regards the election 
promises.  The absolute majority of materials was impartial without any obvious bias 
towards or against any of the election contenders. The only piece of news that showed 
slight bias towards a candidate, judging by the background information as well, was 
the one about Renato Usatii, PN, candidate to the position of Balti Mayor. Besides the 
information about his election promises, Jurnal TV also included details about how he 
won the 2015 elections by a landslide in the first round.  



            

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

Jurnal TV quoted or mentioned in total 14 election contenders to the position of Mayor 
General of Chisinau and of Chisinau municipal councilors and Mayor of Balti. Those 
who were quoted/mentioned most often in the election materials produced by Jurnal 
TV were Ion Ceban (PSRM) and Andrei Nastase (ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc) – 4 times each, 
followed by Octavian Ticu (PUN), Dumitru Tira (PPEM), Victor Chironda (Forta Noua), 
Vladimir Cebotari (PD) – 3 times yeach. The other contenders (Dorin Chirtoaca, PL, 
Valeriu Munteanu, USB, Teodor Cirnat, Partidul Vointa Poporului, Vlad Turcanu, 
PPEM, Lilia Ranogaet, PNL, Vitalie Voznoi, Stinga Europeana, Ivan Diacov, PN, as 
well as Renato Usatii, Partidul Nostru) were the leads of one or two news items each. 
As a rule, one single source was used, as it was about candidates in the elections 
period.   

Jurnal TV had three controversial materials containing various accusations, the 
balance of sources having been ensured for two of them. One of these materials 
showed an event organised by the PPEM candidate – Dumitru Tira – to the position of 
Mayor of Chisinau, where he spoke about the need to depoliticize the City Hall and 
was quoted saying: ‘Chirtoaca’s followers must be gone.’ In this case, the journalists 
did not balance it out with a reply from the former Mayor of Chisinau who is currently 
PL candidate for the same position. 

From the gender perspective, Jurnal TV quoted 41 male sources and 3 female sources, 
most of the sources being candidates enrolled in the election race. 

Language and images used 

The language and footage Jurnal TV used during the reporting period in their election 
materials were compliant with the ethical principles. 

NTV Moldova 

Involvement in the election campaign 

The main newscasts of NTV between 28 September and 4 October 2019 contained 22 
materials of direct or indirect election nature. As many as 21 of them were about local 
elections, while one was about elections in general, which showed CEC urging the 
voters to check their names in the voter lists. NTV Moldova broadcast 18 news items 
under the special rubric ‘Election 2018. The new local elections’, 4 news 
items/coverages outside of it, promoting indirectly, for the most part, PSRM candidates 
or putting other election contenders in a bad light. Usually, the news outside the 
thematic rubric came first. The election news informed about the candidates press 
conferences, the events they participated in and where they spoke about their election 
priorities and solutions to certain problems that the citizens of Chisinau face. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

NTV Moldova did not ensure impartiality and neutrality in most of the election news 
items. PSRM and the representatives of this party (councilors or candidates to the 
position of mayor) were treated in an exclusively positive light, while the other 
candidates were shown in a much more negative context and rarely in a neutral one. 
Favoritism was shown to PSRM candidates in terms of when the news items about 
them appeared in the newscast as well. Thus, all election rubrics in newscasts opened 
with news about Ion Ceban (PSRM), candidate to the position of Mayor of Chisinau. 
Ion Ceban was shown in all instances making his own statements, unlike other 
candidates who’s lines were, in most cases, paraphrased. The news items picturing 



            

Ion Ceban and other PSRM participants in the election process (councilors, candidates 
to the position of mayor, PSRM MPs) took the longest air time. None of the news items 
with and about PSRM or its representatives lasted for less than 2 minutes each (some 
of them were even almost 5 minutes long). Also, the priorities put down in the PSRM 
candidates’ election programs were presented in detail and very clearly, while those of 
the other election candidates were informed about in rather general terms.  

Ion Ceban played the lead in 5 news items on NTV Moldova, and every time – in a 
positive context: ‘5 pedestrian underpasses will be renovated in Chisinau municipality 
every year. A renovation plan in this regard was presented today by Ion Ceban’ 
(‘Ceban: we will renovate the underpasses’, 30 September); ‘The bad smell coming 
from the water treatment plant in the capital city is due to the discharges of certain 
businesses. This is the opinion of Ion Ceban, PSRM candidate’ (‘Solutions for the bad 
smell in the capital city’, 1 October); ‘Special application for drivers which will let them 
know where’s the closest parking space. This is the solution of Ion Ceban for the capital 
city.’ (‘Ceban: Chisinau will become a smart city’, 2 October); ‘400 apartment blocks in 
the capital city will be thermally insulated in the next 4 years. This is the goal that the 
PSRM candidate to the position of Mayor of Chisinau, Ion Ceban, has set’ (‘Apartment 
block thermal insulation plan’ 4 October). While Ion Ceban ‘sets goals’ or ‘provides 
solutions’, other election contenders ‘promise’ (Dorin Chirtoaca, PL), ‘does not have a 
solution yet’, ‘makes unionist statements’ (Octavian Ticu, PUN) or ‘insists on making 
some radical changes’ (Andrei Nastase, ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc). 

The other election candidates were portrayed in either a relatively neutral or rather 
negative context. The news about them was mostly about some information and 
negative aspects rather than actual solutions and election priorities. Dorin Chirtoaca 
(PL) was treated by NTV Moldova ironically, putting him in a rather negative and 
sometimes ironic context: ‘The former mayor blames the current leadership for the bad 
smell in the capital city... Chirtoaca tried as hard as he could to explain the chemical 
processes that led to the stink ... Since back in 2010 Dorin Chirtoaca was promising 
that the bad smell would go away forever, but the solutions applied by the former 
leadership did not solve the problem though’ (‘Chirtoaca knew why the capital city 
stank’, 1 October). In a piece of news about Andrei Nastase (ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc) 
NTV Moldova delivered the information in an ambiguous way, allowing for a blending 
of facts and opinions:  ‘Although Andrei Nastase insists on making some radical 
changes, he did not provide any example at all, he only spoke about uprooting 
corruption in the city hall’ (‘The 360 degree view of Nastase’, 2 October).  

Octavian Ticu (PUN) was also put in a rather negative context – the two said pieces of 
news having contained a blending of facts and opinions: ‘The candidate for the position 
of Mayor General of the capital city was also announced at the event... Today PUN is 
the only political formation that has one chairperson in Bucharest and one in Chisinau’ 
(‘PUN started it’s election campaign’, 30 September).  

Victor Chironda (F9) was the protagonist of three news items broadcast by NTV 
Moldova, this election candidate being treated in a neutral context. Vlad Turcanu, PPR, 
was the protagonist of 2 news items. The other candidates appeared in one news item 
each on NTV Moldova: Valeriu Munteanu (USB), Dumitru Tira (PPEM), Dumitru Diacov 
(PPPN), Lilia Ranogaet (PNL).  

NTV Moldova favored and presented in an exclusively positive context the PSRM 
candidates from the regions as well. They appeared in news items announcing the 
following: ‘PSRM continues having meetings under the election campaign for the 
general local elections of 20 October. The representatives of PSRM informed the 



            

people about the country development strategy and about the candidates’, ‘The 
socialists will ensure sustainable development’ (‘Presentation of the election program 
in Balti’ 30 September), ‘The 2019 local elections will represent the beginning of 
change in our country. This is what the leader of PSRM, Zinaida Greceanii, believes. 
She had discussions with people from Donduseni, Ocnita and Soroca ... She 
introduced the PSRM candidates for those regions. In Ocnita, Zinaida Greceanii was 
met by a room full of people. She told them about the efforts of the current government’ 
(‘20 October – The Beginning of Change’ , 1 October). 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

Most of the election news broadcast by NTV Moldova was ordinary. In case of the 
piece of news about a round of election debates organised by the company Tass-
Urban-Petrol involving six candidates for the Chisinau mayor's office, NTV Moldova 
included direct inserts of all participating candidates (‘Battle of the solutions’, 3 
October). One conflicting material of two was unbalanced, as only one party to the 
conflict was quoted. It was about the conflictual situation presented in the newscast of 
1 October, in which NTV Moldova broadcast two pieces of news about the ‘bad smell 
in the capital’. In the first one ‘Solutions for the bad smell in the capital’, NTV Moldova 
presented Ion Ceban's solution for this problem quoting him saying that that situation 
was the fault of the former mayor Dorin Chirtoaca (PL). NTV Moldova did not offer the 
right to reply/opinion in the same piece of news to the candidate concerned, but 
broadcast another one (‘Chirtoaca knows why the capital smells bad’) without 
publishing the reply to Ceban's accusations, but only that ‘the former mayor blames 
the current leadership for the bad smell... And that during his term, Chisinau was not 
engulfed in the bad smell’. NTV Moldova was supposed to ensure and give the right to 
reply to the mentioned one in the same piece of news, for a correct, neutral and 
equidistant coverage of the matter.  

The most quoted and/or inserted sources by NTV Moldova were men (35), women 
being quoted three times less in this regard (12). 

Language and images used 

NTV Moldova did not use discriminatory language against the election candidates in 

its news. As regards the footages, they were neutral and met the ethical and 

professional standards. 

Pro TV Chisinau 

Involvement in the election campaign 

Between 28 September and 4 October, Pro TV Chisinau covered the election 
campaign for general local elections and the campaign for new parliamentary elections 
in the main newscast of the day. Pro TV broadcast the election news outside any 
special rubric. In the seven newscasts monitored during the reporting period, Pro TV 
Chisinau broadcast a total of 23 pieces of direct and indirect election news. Most of 
them were about the campaign events of the election contenders (especially those for 
the Chisinau City Hall). There were subjects on the activity of the Central Election 
Commission (the printing out of ballot papers, rejection by CEC of the appeal filed by 
Ruslan Codreanu, who was not registered in the race) regarding the amendment of 
the legislation meant to reintroduce the ‘day of silence’, the opinion of ‘Apa Canal’ 
representatives about the smell in the capital, who believed that the situation was 
linked to the upcoming elections. Pro TV also informed about some candidates’ start 
of campaign in relation to the position of Mayor of Balti, and about the start of campaign 



            

of candidates for Chisinau municipal councilors. It also informed about the alleged 
dissensions within the ACUM Bloc in Parliament and the possible creation of a new 
faction, which included the opinion of one of the election candidates.  

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

Most of the topics concerning the election process, as well as campaign activities of 
the election candidates, were presented impartially by Pro TV Chisinau. The election 
news was, for the most part, fair and objective; However, the way in which the 
information was presented in two relevant materials indicates a slight favoring of 
certain protagonists. The emphasis was slightly shifted in one piece of news that was 
about the campaigning of ACUM/DA/PAS candidate, Andrei Nastase. It included a 
summary about his election program, mentioning that Nastase chose to launch his 
program in the same place as Ion Ceban (PSRM), after which the reporter tried to find 
out from Andrei Nastase why certain employees of the City Hall and an official 
dismissed by the interim mayor for acts of corruption were present in the room. Thus, 
the viewers found out less about the election candidate’s program, and more about the 
location and participants in the meeting. Pro TV also informed about the possible 
creation of a new parliamentary faction under the umbrella of ACUM Election Bloc 
because of the dissensions within it. The subject was addressed in the newcasts of 29 
September and 1 October, the opinion of the PUN candidate, Octavian Ticu, appearing 
in both cases. It is not clear why was it necessary to quote him again in the second 
piece of news since it was not about something that had happened, but about some 
predictions. Octavian Ticu was the protagonist of two separate pieces of news 
regarding elections. To conclude, one could say that in the second week of election 
campaign, Pro TV Chisinau slightly favored the PUN candidate, Octavian Ticu, by 
showing him relatively often in materials of direct and indirect election nature – 4 in 
total. Other six candidates for the position of Mayor of Chisinau appeared only once in 
the news, the majority of the being shown in a neutral light. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

Pro TV listed in three pieces of news all 19 candidates in the race for Chisinau City 
Hall. Among the candidates for the position of Mayor of Chisinau, Octavian Ticu, PUN, 
most often appeared in separate news – four times, being mentioned in another three 
along with other candidates. Andrei Nastase, ACUM/DA/PAS Election Bloc, Ion 
Ceban, PSRM, Dorin Chirtoaca, PL, Vlad Turcanu, PPR, Valeriu Munteanu, USB and 
Dumitru Tira, PPEM were the protagonists of a separate piece of news each, being 
also mentioned three times alongside other candidates.  

Tudor Deliu, PLDM, Nicolae Alexei, independent candidate, Vasile Nastase, 
ACUM/DA/PAS Election Bloc, Veaceslav Nedelea, PDM were among the election 
candidates on single-member constituencies covered by Pro TV. Mihai Bogos, the 
independent candidate for the position of Chisinau municipal councilor also appeared 
in the news, while the PCRM candidates for Chisinau municipal councilors, the 
candidate of ‘Partidul Nostru’ Renato Usatii for the position of Mayor of Balti were 
quoted. 

The channel had a total of seven controversial issues, four of which were balanced. 
Pro TV failed to ensure the balance of sources in three other cases – see, for example, 
the piece of news of 4 October about the allegations made by Vlad Turcanu, PPR, 
against the Socialist Party for using municipal money for political purposes. The anchor 
noted in the lead that the Socialist Party denied the allegations, without mentioning the 
response of the PSRM representatives to the concrete and detailed accusations made 



            

by Vlad Turcanu. Another piece of news of 4 October was about Svetlana Popa, the 
PSRM candidate in the single-member constituency No 33, in which references were 
made to the previous-day debates on Pro TV. The moderator announced that Svetlana 
Popa refused to participate and said that, if she had come, she would have asked her 
about several illegal activities from the times of the communist government to which 
her name was also related (they were listed). This piece of news was not balanced 
with the opinion of the person concerned, however, the material was released the day 
after the debate, and once the editors decided to include it in the newscast, they should 
have ensured that the reply of the party accused of illegal deeds was there too. The 
piece of news based on the press conference held by Dorin Chirtoaca (PL), on 30 
September, said that Dorin Chirtoaca made accusations against certain political actors, 
without including though the opinion of those concerned.  

The ratio of the sources from gender perspective was in favor of men (23 men versus 
4 women) in the monitored week.  

Language and images used 

In general, Pro TV Chisinau used a neutral and balanced language in presenting news 
about the election process, but also about the candidates registered/not registered in 
the election race. The broadcast images did not violate the code of ethics.  

TV8 

Involvement in the election campaign 

During 28 September – 4 October, TV8 broadcast 11 pieces of news of direct and 
indirect election nature. Only one piece of news – ‘Hustle for Duvets at Kaufland’ – out 
of 11, which concerns an election candidate (Dorin Chirtoaca, PL) was not included in 
the special rubric ‘Elections 2019’. Also, a piece of news was about the campaign for 
the new 2019 parliamentary elections (‘Ballot Printing for the Parliamentary Elections 
Started’, 1 October). The other ten were about the local elections, nine of them being 
about the candidates for the position of Mayor of Chisinau and one – for the position 
of Mayor of Balti. Four pieces of news were based on the information from the election 
debates for the local elections in Chisinau organised by TV8.  

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

TV8 covered relatively equally most of the candidates, without favoring or disfavoring 
any of them. The majority of materials were impartial and objective, without deviations 
from professional and ethical standards. A slight bias towards Renato Usatii, PN, 
candidate to the position of Mayor of Balti was noticed in only one piece of news about 
his start of campaign. The said piece of news contained information that favored him 
– it was about the elections won in 2015 and the subsequent resignation, but it gave 
no details about what determined him to leave the country. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

The TV8 channel covered all candidates for the position of Mayor of Chisinau, having 
Andrei Nastase (ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc), Ion Ceban (PSRM) and Dorin Chirtoaca (PL) 
appear oftener than others. They were the protagonists in three pieces of news/reports. 
Valeriu Munteanu (USB), Octavian Ticu (PUN) and Valerii Klimenco (Shor Party) were 
cited or mentioned in 2 pieces of news, and the other 13 candidates for the position of 
Mayor of Chisinau became news or were mentioned at least once. One piece of news 
was about the local elections for the position of Mayor of Balti: the start of campaign of 
Renato Usatii (PN) (‘Usatii mingles with the crowd’, 30 September). The absolute 



            

majority of the news was based on one single source, usually – the candidates in 
elections.  

The campaign for the new parliamentary elections was covered in a single general 
piece of news, based on the information presented by the CEC and its chair, Dorin 
Cimil, who spoke about the ballot papers for the new parliamentary elections (their 
size, protection measures, etc.). None of the candidates for a seat in Parliament in the 
four constituencies was mentioned in this piece of news. 

TV8 reporters ensured the right to reply in all conflicting news that concerned certain 
election candidates. 

Most sources of TV8 news were men – 24, women being sources only in three cases.  

Language and images used 

TV8 journalists used in election news a neutral, informative and impartial language 
towards all candidates. Also, no manipulations were identified using images or 
montage.  

Accent TV 

Involvement in the election campaign 

During 28 September – 4 October 2019, Accent TV addressed election topics in news 
both under the ‘2019 General Local Elections’ rubric from the Accent Info newscast 
(broadcast only in working days), and outside of it. The channel reflected, in particular, 
the Socialist Party promotion of the candidates for the position of mayors and 
councilors in different districts, neglecting the other candidates. Thus, the public was 
not fully informed about the candidates for the position of mayor of the capital and, in 
general, what parties, besides PSRM, participated in elections.  

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

The channel broadcast 16 news, during the newscast in Romanian at 19:00, one of 
which referred to the parliamentary elections, and the rest to locals. Of them ten were 
inserted under the rubric ‘General Local Elections 2019’, and the other were broadcast 
outside the rubric. Five of them referred to the election process – the printing of ballot 
papers for the constituency No 50, the visit of a foreign delegation to the CEC, the 
return to the ‘day of silence’, etc., and one praised ‘an initiative of the socialist 
councilors from the CMC’, who have allegedly managed to have the sidewalks on the 
road segment between Muncesti Street and Dacia Avenue in Chisinau rehabilitated 
thanks to the support of the socialist MP Oleg Lipschii (4 October). This piece of news 
was camouflaged election advertising favoring socialist councilors, and the title on the 
screen, their slogan, was also biased: ‘Totul pentru oameni!’ [‘Everything for people!’].  

In three out of ten news items in this section, the candidate of the Socialist Party, Ion 
Ceban, for the position of Chisinau City Hall, was mentioned in a positive context, with 
election promises (30 September, 2 October, 4 October), plus a piece of news with Ion 
Ceban in a positive-neutral context, as leader in the iData Company survey (1 
October). Four other pieces of news informed about the way Zinaida Greceanai, Chair 
of PSRM Party, introduced the socialists candidates for the positions of mayors and 
councilors of Balti (30 September), Donduseni and Ocnita (2 October), Anenii Noi (3 
October) and Ungheni (4 October). Note that there was no close-up on the candidates. 
The piece of news only contained fragments from the speech of the PSRM leader and 



            

some general footages taken at the event. One of the news items had the following 
title: ‘For a better future!’ (30 September, presentation of PSRM candidates in Balti). 

The other two pieces of news in the election rubric referred to other candidates. While 
the PSRM candidate Ion Ceban and the PSRM election events appeared in separate 
news items, only ‘collective’ news items were produced about the other candidates, 
which only briefly touched upon certain election activities. Such a piece of news was 
broadcast on 1 October and included Victor Chironda (‘Forta Noua’ Political 
Movement), Valeriu Munteanu (‘Salvati Basarabia’ Union), Octavian Ticu (PUN), Dorin 
Chirtoaca (PL) and Vladimir Cebotari (PDM), some of them being clearly biased, or 
providing irrelevant information about them. Example: in the piece of news of 1 October 
about the activities of the candidates over the last two days, only Victor Chironda, who 
suggested a solution for parking spaces and Dorin Chirtoaca (who suggested a 
solution for calculating water tariffs in Chsinau) appeared briefly, in a positive-neutral 
context. The other three candidates who appeared in the same piece of news were 
presented using negative/pejorative appreciative language. Quote 1: ‘Meanwhile, 
“Salvati Basarabia” Union candidate for the position of Chisinau City Hall, Valeriu 
Munteanu, decided not to waste the voters time analysing the problems of the city and 
moved immediately on to speaking about the south of Moldova, saying that the 
commemoration of the first gagauzian president, Stepan Topal, was separatism’. 
Quote 2: ‘Over the last two days, Vladimir Cebotari did not identify the problems he 
intends to solve as mayor of the capital, instead – he paid attention to the terrible 
accident that shocked the whole country on Monday, and asked the netizens to be 
careful and to respect the traffic rules’. Octavian Ticu appeared in fragment in which 
he tells historical data about the place where he chose to launch his campaign – the 
building of the former Country Council. However, the candidate didn’t go there to tell 
about historical data, but to announce his election program, which the journalists did 
not mention at all. Thus, the reporters applied a manipulation technique which implies 
selection of facts and focus on details, to the detriment of essence.  

The same thing happened in the other piece of news published on 2 October. It was 
about two candidates only: Andrei Nastase and Victor Chironda. While Victor Chironda 
was shown giving solutions for public transport, Andrei Nastase was shown in a room, 
standing in front of people, without specifying where and when the meeting took place, 
saying that people ‘must start the change with themselves’. The reporter stated that 
Nastase ‘is ready to bear a heavy burden and to start changing the mentality of 
Chisinau citizens, so that both citizens and officials stop being indifferent towards the 
capital.’ Thus, the journalist does not show the candidate of the ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc 
as a person who has plans for the city, as Ion Ceban is showed periodically, but as a 
candidate who asks people to do something themselves, to change. It is a manipulation 
process manifested by the selection of facts – the sequences of the speech, in this 
case. 

Thus, in terms of approach and selectivity, Accent TV clearly favored the socialists and 
the candidate for Chisinau, Ion Ceban.  

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

The news about campaign events were documented from only one source, regardless 
of whether it concerned the socialists or other candidates. The channel did not provide 
pluralism of opinion, most of the news regarding election candidates (8 out of 10 or 
80%) being about PSRM candidates. During 28 September – 4 October, Accent TV 
did not reflect conflicting topics. From a gender perspective, men were quoted oftener 
(nine), women being quoted five times.  



            

Language and images used 

The journalists of Accent TV used a slightly pejorative language against the candidates 
for the position of Mayor of Chisinau, but without labelling or appreciations. There was 
also a case of manipulation by use of footage. In the piece of news broadcast on 30 
September about Ion Ceban's plans for underpasses in Chisinau, archive images were 
shown of deplorable underpasses, with broken concrete pieces, full of water and 
garbage, which were shot during rain and cold weather (as seen by people's clothes). 
Given that currently there are no impediments for journalists to take up-to-date footage 
of the underground passages, we deduce that the ‘ugly’ images were intentionally 
used, in order to move the readers and amplify the manipulative effect of the ‘disaster-
solution’ contrast.  

RTR Moldova 

Involvement in the election campaign 

During 28 September – 4 October 2019, RTR Moldova broadcast 19 election news 

items in the main newscast. The channel broadcast mostly direct election news (16) in 

the Election 2019 rubric about the election candidates activity. Three other topics were 

broadcast outside the special rubric and referred to the monitoring of elections by 

European ENEMO Mission, and also to other aspects of the election process (CEC 

announcement on the possibility of checking the election lists until 19 October and 

MP’s vote on amendments regarding the reintroduction of the ‘day of silence’ before 

election day). Most of the election news referred to general local elections, and only 

two pieces of news broadcast in Election 2019 rubric were about the new parliamentary 

elections.   

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

The topics related to election process and campaigning of the candidates, were treated 

objectively and impartially. Between 28 September – 4 October 2019, Prime TV did 

not favor openly any particular candidate to the position of Mayor of Chisinau, as most 

of the presented ones were treated relatively neutrally in the news. However, the 

PSRM candidate, Ion Ceban, had the most direct presence, being placed in an 

exclusively positive context and had from the longest air time, which indicates a slight 

favoring of the candidate.  

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

During the monitored period, RTR Moldova mentioned and/or quoted 10 candidates to 

the position of Mayor of Chisinau, one – to the position of Mayor of Balti, and one – 

position of MP for Constituency No 50. None of the election subjects were conflictual, 

they all tackled exclusively elements of the election programs of candidates to the 

position of mayor or to a seat in the Parliament. The candidates appeared in the 

election news being both quoted and/or mentioned as follows: Ion Ceban (PSRM) – 

de five times, Vitalii Voznoi (‘Stinga europeana’ Party) – two times, Andrei Nastase 

(ACUM/DA/PAS), Octavian Ticu (PUN), Vladimir Cebotari (PDM), Lilia Ranogaet 

(PNL), Dumitru Tira (PPEM), Victor Chironda (Forta Noua Movement (F9)), Valerii 

Klimenko (Shor Party and Vladimir Turcanu (PPR) – once. Also, the candidate for Balti 

City Hall, Renato Usatii (PN) appeared in one election piece of news. Another news 

item was about the PCRM candidates for the Chisinau City Council.  



            

The two materials about the new parliamentary elections referred to the printing of 

ballot papers for the constituency No 50 and to sequences from Vitalia Pavlicenco’s 

election program, the candidate for the MP position in the same constituency. The ratio 

of sources from the gender perspective was decidedly in favor of men (27 vs. 6 

women). 

Language and images used 

The news presented by RTR Moldova about the election process and candidates to 

the position of Mayor or MP used a neutral, non-discriminatory language, without 

suggesting something additional to the message or favoring / disfavoring someone, 

and the broadcast footages met the ethical norms.  

Televiziunea Centrala 

Involvement in the election campaign 

Between 28 September – 4 October, Televiziunea Centrala broadcast 34 election 

materials under the election rubric, and also news of indirect election nature. As many 

as 12 of these were about the election activity, but also about the activity of Shor Party 

candidates Mayor of Orhei and Mayor of Chisinau and to councilors seats outside of 

the election campaign.  

Most of the other news items relevant for this monitoring covered the event/activities 

of the candidates to the position of Mayor of Chisinau outside the election campaign: 

Andrei Nastase – ACUM/DA/PAS, Vladimir Cebotari – PD, Octavian Ticu – PUN. Only 

four pieces of news covered the election events of other election candidates to the 

position of Mayor of Chisinau: Octavian Ticu, Valeriu Munteanu – Uniunea ‘Salvati 

Basarabia’, Victor Chironda – Forta Noua.  

Other materials were about the election process and the monitoring of the campaign, 

the start of Renato Usatii’s (PN) election campaign for the position of Mayor of Balti, 

the appeal of Ruslan Codreanu, who was not accepted in the race, as well as a news 

item about the accusations against Galina Sajin, the candidate of the ACUM/DA/PAS 

Bloc to the position of MP in the constituency No 50. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

Teliviziunea Centrala did not ensure impartiality and fairness of the journalistic 

materials about the activity of Shor Party representatives and candidates. Pavel 

Verejanu (reflected in two materials), to the position of Mayor of Orhei, and Valeri 

Klimenko (reflected in three materials), candidate to the position of Mayor of Chisinau, 

were favoured by the allocated airtime, by the quotes selected from citizens – all in 

favor of the party and candidates, favorable language.  

For instance, in a piece of news about Valeri Klimenko’ election activity (4 October), 

the journalist stated: ‘Many believe that Valeri Klimenko is a reliable person who keeps 

his promises’, followed by two quotes from citizens, such as: ‘I think he will succeed, 

because he really wants to work. He is a smart man and a householder...’ 

In the same newscast, in another material about Pavel Verejanu's meeting with Orhei 

citizens, the journalist said: ‘The people who came to the meeting said they saw actual 

changes, which is why Pavel Verejanu – the man who participated in all these changes 



            

– is the candidate they will vote for’. Some quotes supporting the candidate followed, 

such as: ‘I support Pavel Verejanu, because he is a reliable person...’ 

At the same time, in indirect election news, especially in those in which the MPs of the 

Shor Party registered in the race for the position of councilors were quoted/mentioned 

– Petru Jardan, Denis Ulanov, Marina Tauber, Reghina Apostolova (6 materials per 

total), were tendentious, a positive attitude towards them being observed. As a rule, 

the materials were broad, with background information and sources expressing only 

the Shor Party’s opinion. Usually, expert quotes were adapted to the message that 

journalists tried to convey. An example from the ‘Weekly Summary’, from 29 

September – the intro read by the moderator: ‘Is this “score settling” with political 

opponents? Even Promo Lex talks about it. The head of the Association, Pavel Postica, 

argues that the arrest of the MPs during the election period affects the equal 

opportunities principle in elections. Anyway, Marina Tauber remains under house 

arrest...’ Pavel Postica was mentioned in the lead, but did not appear in the material.  

In contrast, Televiziunea Centrala selectively dealt with the events/activities of the 

election opponents of the Shor Party candidates. The TV channel reflected the election 

events/activities of only three other competitors to the position of Mayor of Chisinau – 

Octavian Ticu (PUN), Valeriu Munteanu (‘Salvati Basarabia’ Union) and Victor 

Chironda (Forta Noua). Boris Volosatii was mentioned in a piece of news about a 

protest of the ‘Democratia Acasa’ Party, that nominated him for the position of mayor. 

Some of these news items showed a tendentious attitude of the Televiziunea Centrala 

towards the governing parties. The piece of news about the start of campaign of 

Octavian Ticu (30 September) began as follows: ‘This time in front of the people came 

the MP who recently dissociated from PPDA Party...’, and in the same newscast a 

piece of news was broadcast with the headline ‘Is the ACUM Bloc breaking up?’, 

Quoting Octavian Ticu, who stated that several MPs would dissociate from the 

ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc. In a piece of news broadcast in the same newscast, about the 

election program of Valeriu Munteanu, the candidate of the ‘Salvati Basarabia’ Union, 

the journalists used the following background information: ‘According to an opinion poll, 

he is on the third place in the preferences of Chisinau inhabitants’, but would not qualify 

in the second round of the local elections. Valeriu Munteanu qualified the result as a 

good one, which encourages him to go further. However, in the parliamentary 

elections, Valeriu Munteanu lost to his opponent Ilan Shor’.  

Andrei Nastase, ACUM/DA/PAS Bloc candidate, was mentioned in 5 indirect election 

materials: a post on Facebook, where he explained why the coalition with PSRM does 

not work (29 September), president’s reply to Andrei Nastase (30 September), the case 

of the businessmen Victor and Viorel Topa (29 September), the launch of Octavian 

Ticu’s campaign, who asked Andrei Nastase to withdraw from the race (30 

September), as well as Nastase’s purchase – a MDL 1 million car. The journalists made 

ironic comments about the latter: ‘From trolleybus directly in a car worth 1 million.’ (3 

October).  

Although they did not reflect the campaign of the PSRM candidates, Televiziunea 

Centrala broadcast news about the activity of this party, the tendentious attitude of the 

media institution towards this party being visible. For instance, a piece of news about 

the Shor Party's initiative regarding the election of general prosecutor by the people (2 



            

October) had the following headline: ‘Shor Party’s MPs accuse socialists of hypocrisy 

and lies’.  

Other election competitors were ignored by Televiziunea Centrala. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinions 

In the context of the election campaign for the position of Chisinau City Hall, 

Televiziunea Centrala cited/mentioned: Octavian Ticu (PUN) – six times, Andrei 

Nastase (ACUM/DA/PAS) – 5 news items; Valeri Klimenko (PP Shor) – three news 

items; Valeriu Munteanu (Forța Nouă) – 2 news items, Boris Volosatii (Democratia 

Acasa), Victor Chironda (Forta Noua) and Vladimir Cebotari (PD) – one news item. 

Of the 34 materials, 21 were controversial. The source balance was ensured in less 

than a half (9) materials. However, in many cases Televiziunea Centrala reported that 

the concerned protagonists did not pick up the phone to comment or that they refused 

to make any comments.  

The balance of sources was not ensured in the news item about the criminal cases 

which targeted Petru Jardan, Denis Ulanov, Marina Tauber and Reghina Apostolova 

(six news items), about the exchange between Andrei Nastase and Igor Dodon (two 

news items). Although citizens, experts and lawyers were present in some news items, 

the pluralism of opinion was not ensured, all the stakeholders holding the same 

position.  

From gender balance perspective, there were more male sources – 43 versus 18 
female sources. This is a relatively good indicator explained by the predominant 
quoting of the Shor Party representatives and supporters. 

Language and images used 

The language and footages used in materials broadcast by Televiziunea Centrala 

during the monitored period met the journalistic ethics. 

 
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 
 
Between 28 September and 4 October 2019, those 10 TV channels that were 
monitored by IJC during the election campaign maintained the following trends: 

• Most TV channels (7 out of 10) covered in a relative equal manner the election 
candidates. They appeared in separate news and were mentioned directly or 
indirectly as part of relevant news; 

• Election materials were, for the most part, fair and impartial; 
• Most election topics were limited to a single source of information, and did not 

approach the topics thoroughly by providing context information and including 
other sources; 

• The absolute majority of the relevant materials did not meet the gender equality 
requirements, as men were quoted more often in the relevant materials;  

• Most of the times, the materials did not favor or disfavor any election candidates 
in an obvious way; 

• The public broadcaster Moldova 1 had a balanced behavior by covering the 
majority of candidates in news, without favoring or disfavoring any of them; 
However, Ion Ceban, the PSRM candidate, was covered in a positive context 
more often, compared to other candidates; 



            

• The private broadcasters Prime TV and Publika TV did not favor massively any 
candidate in news reports. They disfavored the candidate of ACUM/PPDA/PAS, 
Andrei Nastase, by selecting information that show him in negative context; 

• NTV Moldova and Accent TV continued to promote heavily the PSRM 
candidate, Ion Ceban, through the airtime granted and the positive context; 

• A slight favoring of the PSRM candidate, Ion Ceban, was noticed at RTR 
Moldova, through the relatively high number of positive materials about his 
activities; 

• Jurnal TV and TV 8 provided airtime to the majority of the candidates who 
carried out campaign activities, without favoring or disfavoring any election 
candidate; 

• Pro TV had a balanced behavior, and covered most of the candidates in a 
neutral manner; Octavian Ticu, the PUN candidate, was covered in a relatively 
positive manner, compared to other candidates, being quoted and mentioned 
several times in positive context; 

• Televiziunea Centrala clearly favored the representatives of the ‘Sor’ Political 
Party, who were mostly covered in a positive light. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

• Broadcasters should use the monitoring reports as self-regulatory tools and 
address the issues, so that their activity is in line with legal norms and the 
Journalist’s Code of Ethics;  

• The Broadcasting Council shall take action and use the monitoring reports to 
assess whether the monitored TV channels observed the right to complete, 
objective and truthful information. 

• The Broadcasting Council shall develop intervention tools and apply them 
promptly and effectively in case of derogations from the legal norms made by 
broadcasters in the coverage of election campaigns, in order to inform 
adequately the electorate through audiovisual programs. 

 


