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1. General data   

Purpose and objectives of the project: Monitor and inform the public about media 

behavior during the election campaign and the access of the candidates to the media. 

The aim of monitoring is to analyze reporting trends that may affect the performance 

of media outlets and compromise their ability to provide accurate, unbiased and 

pluralistic information to the public.   

  

Monitoring period: September 20- October 19, 2019 

  

Criteria for selecting the media outlets to be monitored:   

• audience/impact—national, regional;  

• media type—audiovisual;  

• form of ownership—public, private;  

• broadcasting language—Romanian, Russian.  

 
List of the monitored media outlets: 
 

Moldova 1 (19:00) – public television, national coverage, broadcasts in Romanian 
and Russian; 

Prime TV (21:00) – private television, national coverage, broadcasts in Romanian 
and Russian; 

Publika TV (17:00) – private television, national coverage, broadcasts in Romanian 
and Russian;  

Jurnal TV (19:00) – private television, regional coverage, broadcasts in Romanian 
and Russian; 

NTV Moldova (19:00) – private television, regional coverage, broadcasts in 
Romanian and Russian; 

RTR Moldova (19:00) – private television, regional coverage, broadcasts in 
Russian and Romanian; 

TV 8 (19:00) – private television, regional coverage, broadcasts in Romanian and 
Russian; 

Pro TV (20:00) – private television, regional coverage, broadcasts in Romanian; 
Accent TV (20:00) – private television, regional coverage, broadcasts in Romanian 

and Russian; 
Televiziunea Centrală (20:00) – private television, regional coverage, broadcasts 

in Romanian and Russian. 
 

 
2. Methodological framework   

  

The full content of the main daily newscasts on each TV station was monitored, and  
items with a direct or an indirect election character were analyzed by content and 
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context to determine whether they were favorable or unfavorable to a party or political 
entity. In addition, the items were analyzed according to the following criteria:   

Impartiality and objectivity/political partisanship. According to the Journalist's 

Code of Ethics, news must be impartial and objective and not favor certain 

parties/groups/persons to the detriment of others. The presence of discriminatory 

elements in reports and news items is a primary criterion for subjective reporting. News 

screening and a minimal analysis of background and context also contribute to 

presenting the interests of certain actors and not of the public at large.  

Fairness and balance of sources/pluralism of opinion. In order to be fair and 

balanced, news items must present the perspectives of all parties concerned, 

especially when it comes to controversial subjects, and must treat opponents equally. 

In addition, the media must provide access to a variety of opinions to help viewers 

create their own opinions about what has happened.  

Language and images used. Deliberate exaggerations and obscene language such 

as pejoratives or labeling as well as images manipulated so that certain parties 

appear in a negative light raise serious questions about compliance with ethical and 

professional standards. The ethical behavior of journalists is most often questioned 

when images display aspects that do not correspond to reality, when they are 

simulated, and also when news stories are illustrated with images unrelated to the 

text.   

 
 
3. Monitoring data 
 
Moldova 1  

Involvement in the electoral campaign  

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, the public provider of audiovisual media services 
Moldova 1 broadcast in its main newscasts 68 materials of electoral nature. These 
news stories appeared both in the two special sections dedicated to the elections – 
“General Local Elections 2019” and “New Parliamentary Elections 2019” – and outside 
them. Thirty-five materials concerned the local elections, and 15 referred to the new 
parliamentary elections. In addition, 18 materials addressed the electoral process, 
including information on opinion polls, the issuance of provisional acts with which one 
can vote, the rules of voter behavior on the day of voting, the number of national and 
international observers who will monitor the elections, the profile of candidates from a 
gender perspective, and so on. Of the 35 materials on the local elections, 31 covered 
the race for Chisinau mayor’s office, one referred to the electoral promises of a 
candidate for the position of mayor of Balti, and the rest – to various statements 
regarding the electoral campaign and allegations regarding fraud in elections. At the 
same time, the 15 news stories about the new parliamentary elections presented the 
candidates for the position of Member of Parliament in single-member electoral 
districts no. 50 (9 stories), 17 (3 stories), and 33 (3 stories). 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship  

Moldova 1 presented the materials of direct or indirect electoral nature objectively and 
impartially, in line with professional ethics. Of the 46 materials that focused on electoral 
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competitors (for the local elections and new parliamentary elections), 39 concerned 
their electoral priorities and promises. These news stories were built similarly, 
presenting only the opinion of the original source, each material being granted 
approximately the same amount of airtime. No background information was added to 
the statements made by candidates, and the statements shown were usually made at 
the debates organized by this television station. There were no obvious tendencies to 
favor or disfavor certain candidates in electoral materials. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion  

During the reporting period, Moldova 1 ensured pluralism of opinion in news about the 
local elections of Chisinau mayor, having presented 16 out of 17 electoral competitors 
registered/remaining in the electoral race. They appeared in the station’s “Mesager” 
newscasts, being cited or mentioned, as follows: Ion Ceban (PSRM) – 6 times; Andrei 
Nastase (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 5 times; Valeriu Munteanu (Save Bessarabia Union 
(USB)) and Dorin Chirtoaca (PL) – 4 times each; Dumitru Tira (PPEM) – 3 times; 
Octavian Ticu (Party of National Unity (PUN)), Ivan Diacov (PPPN), Victor Chironda 
(“New Force” Movement (F9)) and Vlad Turcanu (PPR) – twice each; Vladimir Cebotari 
(PDM), Alexandru Fetescu (PLDM), Vitalii Voznoi (“European Left” Party), Teodor 
Cirnat (“People’s Will” Party), Lilia Ranogaet (PNL), Vitalie Marinuta (Green Ecologist 
Party), and Valeri Klimenco (Shor Party) – once each. Also, Ruslan Codreanu, the 
independent candidate who was not registered to run for elections, appeared twice in 
the electoral news of the public television, and Diana Grosu, the PPR candidate for the 
position of mayor of Balti municipality appeared once. Only one candidate for the 
position of mayor of Chisinau, Serghei Toma (Labor Party (POM)), was never 
mentioned during in the eight editions of “Mesager”. Last but not least, it should be 
noted that Moldova 1 did not list all the candidates registered to run for local elections 
in Chisinau in any material.    

From the candidates running for the position of Member of Parliament of Moldova, 
Moldova 1 newscasts mentioned the following candidates once each: Vitalia 
Pavlicenco (PNL), Galina Sajin (ACUM/PPDA/PAS), Alexandru Rosco (“European 
Left” Party), Ilie Rotaru (independent candidate), Pavel Artamonov (PCRM), Ion 
Terguta (ACUM/PPDA/PAS), Ion Tugulea (PCRM), Vasile Nastase 
(ACUM/PPDA/PAS), Tudor Deliu (PLDM), Nicolae Alexei (independent candidate), 
Dorin Dusceac (ACUM/PPDA/PAS), Ion Dron (independent candidate), Anatol Ursu 
(PPR), and Vasile Calmatui (independent candidate). 

Of the total number of electoral news stories, three were conflicting. In one case, 
Ruslan Codreanu demanded the resignation of the members of the Central Electoral 
Commission and of Chisinau District Electoral Council, because these institutions 
allegedly were politicized and excluded him from the electoral race. In the second case, 
Dumitru Tira notified the electoral authorities about the electoral advertising boards of 
Ion Ceban. In the third case, Eugen Sturza, the interim chairman of PPEM, accused 
PSRM and ACUM of multiple violations of the electoral legislation. In the first two 
cases, the TV station presented the opinions of all the parties involved in the conflict, 
and in the last case the opinions of PSRM and of ACUM are missing, so the balance 
of sources was not ensured. 

The ratio of sources in terms of gender was in favor of men (56 male sources versus 
11 female sources). 

The language and images used  
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The language used by Moldova 1 in the news about the electoral process and about 
the candidates for the position of mayor and/or Member of Parliament was generally 
neutral, and did not favor/disfavor or discriminate against anyone. The journalists did 
not use labels, nor did they resort to irony, comments, etc., when they presented 
electoral news. The images that accompanied the electoral materials of direct electoral 
nature were disseminated in line with professional ethics. 

 

Prime TV 

Involvement in the electoral campaign 

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, Prime TV broadcast 21 materials on electoral 
topics. With the exception of two news stories, they were included in sections dedicated 
to elections, one to the general local elections and one to the new parliamentary 
elections. The first material outside the electoral section was a news story about the 
notification submitted to the Constitutional Court by three MPs – Sergiu Litvinenco 
(PAS), Vasile Bolea (PSRM), and Alexandru Slusari (PPDA), – in which they asked 
the Court’s opinion on whether early parliamentary elections should be organized on 
the basis of the mixed or proportional system. The second story not included in the 
electoral section was about a priest from the village of Gura Galbenei, who is running 
for the position of mayor of this locality. The other 19 news stories in the dedicated 
sections covered the electoral process, the results of the latest polls, the priorities of 
the candidates for mayoral functions, the reports of the organizations that monitor the 
electoral campaign, and others. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship. 

Overall, Prime TV did not clearly favor any particular candidate or political party, most 
of the candidates being presented in a neutral manner. An exception is the candidate 
of ACUM/PPDA/PAS Andrei Nastase, whose activities were sometimes presented in 
a tendentious and biased manner. In almost all cases, five out of six, Andrei Nastase 
appeared in a negative context, thus being disadvantaged compared to other 
candidates. For example, in a news story on October 14, Prime TV reported on an 
opinion poll, which focused largely on the fact that “... the party led by Andrei Nastase 
is unlikely to enter the Parliament” in the event of early parliamentary elections. The 
reporter repeated this statement several times in the same story. The bias towards 
Nastase could also be noticed in a story on October 16, “Violation of the Government’s 
order”, where the Prime TV reporter mixed facts with opinions: the candidate of 
ACUM/PPDA/PAS “ignored the decision of the Government whose member he is, and 
organized electoral meetings during working hours. We are talking about Andrei 
Nastase, the minister of internal affairs who has been relieved of office.” Ion Ceban of 
PSRM was also the protagonist of several stories in a negative context – two out of 
four stories about him. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion 

During the reporting period, Prime TV cited and/or mentioned in its newscasts several 
candidates for the general local elections, as follows: Andrei Nastase 
(ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 6 times; Ion Ceban (PSRM) – 4 times; Dorin Chirtoaca (PL) and 
Octavian Ticu (PUN) – 3 times each. The other candidates were mentioned once. As 
for candidates in elections in other localities, Renato Usatii (PPPN), Sergiu Labliuc 
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(Shor Party), and Marina Tauber (Shor Party) were presented twice each, while 
Constantin Munteanu (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – once. 

During the reporting period, Prime TV broadcast eight conflicting news stories. Almost 
all of them concerned Andrei Nastase and/or Ion Ceban (seven stories were about 
them). Most of these stories were unbalanced, and only one of them presented Ion 
Ceban’s reply. In all other cases Prime TV used the following mentions: “The PSRM 
candidate did not answer us on the phone to comment on the accusations” (“Munteanu 
notified the CEC”, October 15); “Neither Andrei Nastase nor Ion Ceban answered the 
phone to react to these statements” (“Dorin Chirtoaca’s accusations”, October 15); 
“Andrei Nastase did not answer us on the phone to comment on the violation 
committed” (“Violation of the Government’s order”, October 16); “Andrei Nastase and 
Ion Ceban did not answer the phone to comment on the accusations” (story about 
Codreanu’s accusations that they “divided spheres of influence in Chisinau”, October 
17); “The leaders of the ACUM bloc, Maia Sandu and Andrei Nastase, did not answer 
us on the phone to comment” (“Leaders in terms of violations”, October 18). 

The majority of sources in the news on Prime TV were men (32), and the number of 
women was 10. This indicator has improved since previous monitoring periods. 

The language and images used  

The language and images used in Prime TV newscasts were in line with professional 
ethics, without elements of discrimination. 

 

Publika TV 

Involvement in the electoral campaign  

During the reporting period, the television station Publika TV broadcast 17 materials 
on electoral topics in the main daily newscasts in the section “General Local Elections 
2019”. On October 14, the station did not have this section. Of the total number of news 
stories of electoral nature, 13 focused on the general local elections in Chisinau. The 
other four stories covered the following issues: the meeting of Stefan Vlasi, the PDM 
candidate for the position of mayor of Horodca village in Ialoveni district, with the 
inhabitants of the village; the PLDM candidate Fiodor Vlas remained in the electoral 
race for the position of mayor of the city of Cahul despite having asked to be withdrawn 
from the competition; the Promo-Lex Association’s findings regarding the violations 
committed during the electoral campaign; the last day of the electoral campaign. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

During the reporting period, Publika TV showed obvious bias towards the electoral 
competitor Andrei Nastase of ACUM/PPDA/PAS. Of the 13 news stories about the 
local elections in Chisinau, nine directly or indirectly focused on Andrei Nastase, mainly 
in a negative context. 

The headlines used in the news stories concerning Andrei Nastase were usually ironic 
or biased. For example, on October 15 Publika TV broadcast a story presenting a video 
recording in which Andrei Nastase was singing the state anthem at the beginning of a 
football match. The station placed on the screen two headlines: “Nastase performed at 
the stadium” and “Nastase supporting the losers.” The first material ridiculed the 
singing abilities of Andrei Nastase and of the PL leader Dorin Chirtoaca, and the 
second headline suggested that Andrei Nastase associates himself with “losers,” given 
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that Moldova lost to Albania with a score of 4:0. In addition, Publika TV mixed facts 
with opinions in this story, commenting, “Andrei Nastase did not hesitate to show his 
singing skills at a stadium in Chisinau.” There was also mixture of facts with opinions 
in another story on October 16 from two electoral meetings that Andrei Nastase 
organized during working hours. Publika TV said that “the PPDA leader does not abide 
by the Government’s instructions” and that “Nastase did the exactly opposite thing,” 
referring to the fact that the Government had previously issued a decision prohibiting 
the conduct of electoral meetings during working hours. At the end of the story, Publika 
TV “tried to ask Andrei Nastase why he took the liberty to disobey the Government,” 
by he “did not answer the phone.” Mixture of facts with opinions was also found in a 
story on October 17, when Publika TV said, “Some artists held a press conference to 
praise the Socialist candidate for the position of Chisinau mayor Ion Ceban.” 

Tendentious headlines were also used in some news stories that featured Ion Ceban, 
the PSRM candidate for the position of general mayor. For example, on October 15, 
Publika TV aired a story in which the USB candidate for the position of mayor of 
Chisinau Valeriu Munteanu said that “… the concert organized by Ion Ceban on 
October 14 in the square of the National Theater of Opera and Ballet was financed 
from Russian money.” The station used the headline “Who orchestrates campaigns,” 
and in the background information it said that “the media previously wrote about the 
PSRM being possibly financed by Russia,” and presented footage from the meeting of 
President Igor Dodon with the former leader of Democrats Vlad Plahotniuc. The 
content of the story suggests that Russia has been financially involved in the PSRM’s 
electoral campaign, but no evidence has been presented. 

In conclusion, Publika TV did not clearly favor any candidate for the position of mayor 
of Chisinau, while the candidate of ACUM/PPDA/PAS Andrei Nastase was 
disadvantaged by the tendentious manner of presentation, by selection of topics that 
targeted him, and by the negative nature of these topics. Slight disadvantage of the 
PSRM’s Ion Ceban in news stories was also noted. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion 

In the monitoring period, Publika TV mentioned and/or cited in electoral news stories 
eight candidates to the position of mayor of Chisinau, as well as the independent 
candidate Ruslan Codreanu, who was not registered to run in elections. The eight 
candidates for the position of mayor of Chisinau appeared/were cited with the following 
frequency: Andrei Nastase (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 9 times; Ion Ceban (PSRM) and 
Dorin Chirtoaca (PL) – 4 times each; Octavian Ticu (PUN) and Valeriu Munteanu (USB) 
– 2 times each; Victor Chironda (“New Force” Movement (F9)), Dumitru Tira (PPEM), 
and Vladimir Cebotari (PDM) – once each. Two news stories featured the non-
registered independent candidate Ruslan Codreanu, and two other stories featured 
Fiodor Carp, the PLDM candidate for the position of mayor of Cahul municipality, and 
Stefan Vlasi, the PDM candidate for the position of mayor of Horodca village of Ialoveni 
district. It should be noted that in the report about Stefan Vlasi Publika TV did not 
mention that he was running in elections as a representative of PDM. 

Five stories presented accusations against the ACUM/PPDA/PAS candidate from the 
following electoral competitors: the PL leader Dorin Chirtoaca (October 13); the USB 
leader Valeriu Munteanu (October 15, two stories); non-registered independent 
candidate Ruslan Codreanu (October 17); and deputy general mayor of Bucharest 
municipality Aurelian Badulescu, on the last day of the electoral campaign (October 
18). The latter “made some disclosures for Publika TV about the connections of the 
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ACUM Bloc candidate for the mayor’s office in Chisinau Andrei Nastase with Russian 
intelligence services and organized crime.” The station mentioned that Nastase “did 
not answer the phone” to comment on the accusations, and then announced that they 
“found Andrei Nastase at an electoral meeting and asked for his opinion,” but he “acted 
in his characteristic style – he threatened going to court and promised that our TV 
station would be closed.” The TV station also failed to get the reaction of businessmen 
Victor and Viorel Topa, whom Badulescu accused that they are the ones who “run the 
cigarette trafficking and organized crime chain.” 

In a news story on October 15, “Nastase is wanted”, no source was presented to bring 
counterarguments to the statements of Valeriu Munteanu (USB), according to which 
“the latest serious accidents, crimes, breaches of law have been occurring because 
over the past several months the Ministry of Internal Affairs has been run by 
incompetent people.” It should be noted that in all the five cases in which accusations 
were brought against Andrei Nastase, the reporters mentioned that “he could not be 
found on the phone to comment on the situation.” 

Ion Ceban (PSRM) was the protagonist of three conflicting news stories. In all cases, 
the parties concerned either “did not want to comment” or “did not answer the phone,” 
and the television station did not try to find alternative ways to ensure the balance of 
sources. For example, on October 17, Publika TV presented Ruslan Codreanu’s 
statement that “the elections in Chisinau municipality have been faked, because two 
candidates of the current government, Andrei Nastase and Ion Ceban, have made 
arrangements to divide Chisinau into spheres of influence.” The story was not 
balanced, given that the reporters said that “Andrei Nastase and Ion Ceban did not 
respond to the phone calls of Publika TV to respond to the accusations.” 

The ratio of sources in terms of gender was in favor of men (35 men versus 7 women). 

The language and images used 

The language used by Publika TV in electoral news was neutral. At the same time, the 
comments, interpretations, and formulation of phrases in news concerning Andrei 
Nastase placed him into an exclusively negative light and clearly disfavored him. 

 

Jurnal TV 

Involvement in the electoral campaign  

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, the television station Jurnal TV broadcast 43 news 
stories related to the electoral campaign. The station focused more on the presentation 
of excerpts from the candidates’ speeches in which they presented their projects, and 
less on the conflicting topics that targeted the candidates. Of the 43 news stories, four 
focused on conflicts; 32 – on candidates’ activities/promises; and seven – on 
preparation for elections, legal procedures, gender ratio of candidates, etc. Most of the 
materials focused on the activities of the candidates in elections for Chisinau mayor’s 
office, and one of the stories featured the PPPN candidate for the position of mayor in 
Balti, Renato Usatii. Jurnal TV had no news about the candidates in the new 
parliamentary elections. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

During the reporting period, Jurnal TV presented the majority of candidates (13 of the 
17 candidates for the position of mayor of Chisinau). The materials in the section 
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dedicated to elections consisted of a short text plus a fragment from the candidate’s 
speech, this formula being used in relation to all protagonists. News stories on Jurnal 
TV presented no opinions for or against any candidates, but only the candidates’ own 
“voices”, which is indicative of impartiality. However, the reporters did not have a critical 
approach towards the candidates, preferring only to convey their electoral messages, 
without providing background information, such as, for example, details about the 
candidates’ past. Reports referred to infrastructure projects (Victor Chironda (F9), Ion 
Ceban (PSRM), October 15 and 16), the functioning of the Municipal Council and 
money management (Vlad Turcanu (PPR), Valeri Klimenko (Shor Party), October 16), 
or calls to the population to go and vote (Dorin Chirtoaca (PL), October 14; Andrei 
Nastase (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) and Valeri Klimenko (Shor Party), October 17 and 18). 

In a news story about an opinion poll, the journalists listed all 17 candidates for the 
position of mayor of Chisinau. 

Reporters did not use judgments or derogatory language, treating all candidates in a 
neutral manner. The absolute majority of materials were impartial, with no obvious 
favoring or disfavoring of any electoral competitor. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion  

Jurnal TV cited or mentioned 13 candidates for the position of general mayor of 
Chisinau of the 17 registered, and one candidate for the position of mayor of Balti. 
Thus, the 32 news stories about electoral promises presented the following candidates: 
Andrei Nastase (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 5 times; Ion Ceban (PSRM) and Valeriu 
Munteanu (Save Bessarabia Union) – 4 times each; Vlad Turcanu (PPR), Octavian 
Ticu (PUN), and Victor Chironda (“New Force”/F9) – 3 times each; Dumitru Tira 
(PPEM) and Valeri Klimenko (Shor Party) – twice each; Dorin Chirtoaca (PL), Ion 
Diacov (PN), Alexandru Fetescu (PLDM), Vladimir Cebotari (PDM), Vitalie Marinuta 
(Green Ecologist Party), and Renato Usatii (PPPN candidate in Balti) – once each. 

In all four conflicting news there was balance or partial balance, given that the person 
or institution that were asked to reply did not wish to do it. However, reporters proved 
their intention to ensure balance. For example, in the news story about Valeriu 
Munteanu’s request to appoint a minister of internal affairs other than Andrei Nastase 
(October 15) it was said that the Government does not comment on this request. Also, 
in the story about Dorin Chirtoaca accusing the Chisinau District Electoral Council of 
not sanctioning the misconduct of some candidates, such as failure to declare all their 
electoral funds, the journalists cited the Central Electoral Commission official who said 
that the institution does not comment on “political statements.” 

Jurnal TV presented in detail the statements made by two members of the Chisinau 
District Electoral Council regarding the risk of fraud in elections. The station included 
into the story the arguments of each party (October 16). 

The relevant materials were unbalanced in terms of gender: Jurnal TV cited 40 male 
sources versus three female sources. 

The language and images used 

In the reporting period, the language and images used in the electoral reports of Jurnal 
TV were in line with professional ethics. 

 

NTV Moldova 
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Involvement in the electoral campaign 

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, the NTV Moldova television station actively covered 
the electoral campaign, broadcasting 33 materials on electoral topics in the main daily 
newscasts. Of these, 28 appeared in the section “General Local Elections 2019”, 
covering the electoral campaign carried out by Ion Ceban, the PSRM candidate for the 
position of Chisinau mayor, the objectives of other candidates running for the general 
mayor’s seat in Chisinau, as well as the summary of the electoral campaign. This 
section also contained two stories about the PSRM candidates for the position of mayor 
of Vulcanesti city and of Copceac village. 

Newscasts also had five stories of indirect electoral nature outside the electoral 
section. Two of them contained statements of President Igor Dodon, who hopes that 
“at the next Chisinau City Day, the capital will have a competent, professional mayor, 
who will take care of the city and of its people,” and said that “cities and districts should 
be led by professional people, capable of taking care of every person and every street 
in our country.” 

All electoral news stories referred to the general local elections and none to the new 
parliamentary elections. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship  

NTV Moldova usually presented topics related to the electoral process and candidates’ 
participation in the campaign in a neutral manner. Exceptions were electoral materials 
about PSRM representatives in the campaign for local elections, who were favored 
and presented in a positive context in most cases. 

News stories about the PSRM candidate for the position of mayor of Chisinau Ion 
Ceban were, with one exception, the first in the section “General Local Elections 2019”. 
Ceban was favored by the large number of separate news stories (seven), where his 
electoral objectives were presented in detail, with direct interventions of the candidate. 
He was characterized as having a very good knowledge of the city’s problems, for 
which he already has solutions: “Sidewalks, housing, corruption, all problems that have 
been piling up for years. (...) The best thing is that we know these problems. We have 
been systematizing them for many years, and we already have solutions for them, so 
we will get to solving these problems as soon as I get the office” (“Ion Ceban discussed 
the pressing problems of the city with city residents”, October 14), or “We have a very 
clear vision on this project and program… Year after year, the number of beneficiaries 
and the allocated amounts will increase, as well as the number of social canteens” 
(“Ion Ceban promises modern social canteens in every sector of the capital and in the 
suburbs”, October 17). 

News stories about Ion Ceban contained only laudatory formulations by interviewees: 
“I think he is exactly the man who can achieve everything”; “He will certainly achieve 
everything, because he has experience, he knows what to start with, he has an 
electoral program, he has a team, so everything will be fine”; “He is the one who will 
be able to make order in Chisinau” (“Ion Ceban discussed the pressing problems of 
the city with city residents”, October 14). 

Ion Ceban was also presented from a positive perspective in other electoral news 
stories about his previous achievements: “During his time as deputy minister of 
education he opened over 60 youth and sports centers throughout the country. When 
he worked in as a municipal councilor in Chisinau, he contributed to the opening of 10 
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stadiums” (“Athletes support Ion Ceban”, October 14); “Five new trolleybuses ... were 
purchased this year, following the steps initiated in 2017 by the Socialist candidate for 
the position of general mayor, as chairman of the PSRM faction in the Chisinau 
Municipal Council” (October 15). 

During the monitored period, NTV Moldova also broadcast two large electoral materials 
about PSRM candidates for the position of mayor in Copceac (October 14) and 
Vulcanesti (October 16), in which they were presented exclusively in a positive context, 
being praised by the local residents. A news story on October 16 included a fragment 
of speech by the PSRM chairwoman Zinaida Greceanii, who also placed the PSRM 
representatives in a positive context: “You have to understand that behind each PSRM 
candidate in these general local elections stands not only the party, but the president 
of the country and the speaker of the Parliament, and, in general, the leadership of 
Moldova. That is why it is important to think about who to vote for in these local 
elections on October 20.” 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion  

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, NTV Moldova cited and/or mentioned in its 
newscasts all candidates for the general local elections, as follows: Ion Ceban (PSRM) 
– 16 times; Andrei Nastase (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 8 times; Valeriu Munteanu (Save 
Bessarabia Union (USB)), Dorin Chirtoaca (PL), Victor Chironda (“New Force” 
Movement (F9)) – 6 times each; the other candidates – 4 times each. One news story 
presented the candidates for the position of mayor of Balti municipality. 

During the reporting period, NTV Moldova broadcast three controversial news stories, 
and they all targeted Renato Usatii, the PPPN candidate for the position of mayor of 
Balti municipality. Two of these were unbalanced. The first story, of October 14, was 
about Renato Usatii being invited by Alexandr Nesterovschi, the PSRM candidate for 
the position of mayor of Balti municipality, to participate in debates in the city center. 
According to the story, “the event failed because Renato Usatii refused to come to 
talks.” The story contained four denigrating interventions, with various accusations, 
against Renato Usatii. In the end, the reporter tried to find out from Usatii why he did 
not participate in debates, but did not ask him to comment on the accusations against 
him. The second material of indirect electoral nature, without Renato Usatii’s reply, was 
about NTV Moldova statements “regarding hate speech and intimidation of journalists 
by the leaders of ‘Our Party’ in Balti.” 

It should be noted that the news stories presenting the electoral objectives of Ion 
Ceban or other PSRM candidates were documented from several sources, while the 
electoral materials concerning other candidates usually contained a single source. 

The majority of sources in the news on NTV Moldova were men (58), and women were 
cited 24 times, which is one of the best indicators among the monitored televisions. 
Female sources were usually cited in materials about PSRM candidates, and they were 
mostly the persons who appreciated the candidates’ achievements in vox pops. 

The language and images used  

The language and images used in the newscasts of NTV Moldova were in line with 
professional ethics, without elements of discrimination. 

 

Pro TV Chișinău 
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Involvement in the electoral campaign 

Between October 12 and 19, Pro TV Chisinau produced 32 news stories and/or reports 
about the electoral campaign for the general local elections. These did not appear in a 
special electoral section, but were distributed throughout newscasts. The relevant 
materials mostly covered the development of the electoral campaign, candidates’ 
priorities, concerts organized by some candidates for Chisinau City Day, reports on the 
promotional materials of the electoral competitors, details about the electoral process 
(electoral education materials: how and with what voters must come to voting booths, 
the mission of electoral observers, etc.), as well as materials on the monitoring reports 
prepared by the organizations that monitor the electoral process. 

Of the 32 materials, two were of indirect electoral nature. One of them – “A new owner 
of Air Moldova" (October 16) – was about the new owner of Air Moldova and mentioned 
an electoral candidate, Vladimir Cebotari (PDM). The second story contained 
information about the statements/accusations of Marina Tauber (Shor Party) against 
the Speaker of the Parliament Zinaida Greceanii, regarding the involvement of her 
husband and/or the companies run by him in the “theft of the billion.” The station also 
broadcast four news stories based on the statements made by candidates at the 
electoral debates organized by this television. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

The news stories and reports of Pro TV Chisinau, both of direct and indirect nature, 
were in line with the principles of fairness, objectivity and impartiality. Overall, no 
preferential attitudes towards certain electoral competitors have been identified. 
However, it should be mentioned that in the case of two candidates for elections in 
Chisinau – Victor Chironda (F9) and Dumitru Tira – Pro TV Chisinau almost every time 
mentioned their position in the ballots (“Dumitru Tira is number 7 in the ballot”; “Victor 
Chironda, number 5 in the ballot”), which places them in a more favorable context than 
other electoral competitors. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion 

The most often cited and/or mentioned electoral competitors were: Andrei Nastase 
(ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 9 times; Ion Ceban (PSRM) – 8 times; Dorin Chirtoaca (PL) – 5 
times, Vlad Turcanu (PPR), Victor Chironda (F9), Dumitru Tira (PPEM) – 4 times each; 
Vladimir Cebotari (PDM), Octavian Ticu (PUN) – 3 times each; Valeriu Munteanu 
(USB), Alexandru Fetescu (PLDM) – twice each. The other candidates were either 
sources of news or mentioned once in the electoral materials of this station. 

Pro TV Chisinau broadcast nine controversial news stories, in eight of which authors 
either included the statements of the party concerned/accused, or tried to get their 
opinion, noting that the parties concerned “did not answer the phone to comment.” One 
of the news stories, “Chirtoaca: Now who’s to blame?” (October 15), was partially 
balanced: the PL candidate for the position of mayor of Chisinau, Dorin Chirtoaca, 
brought accusations against two electoral competitors – Andrei Nastase 
(ACUM/PPDA/PAS) and Ion Ceban (PSRM) – and President Igor Dodon. In it, Pro TV 
Chisinau mentioned that “Ion Ceban said he does not comment on the accusations” 
and “Andrei Nastase did not answer the phone to comment.” The journalists, however, 
did not ask Igor Dodon for his opinion, thus depriving him of the right to reply. 

The majority of sources in news stories on Pro TV were men (62), while women were 
cited 32 times. It is the best indicator among the monitored televisions. 
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The language and images used  

In news about the electoral campaign, Pro TV Chisinau used neutral language 
characteristic to news. The footage used by this station was in line with professional 
ethics. 

 

TV8 

Involvement in the electoral campaign  

During the reporting period, TV8 broadcast 16 news stories about the electoral 
campaign, which appeared in the section “Elections 2019”. The station covered the 
activities of electoral competitors, such as meetings with voters, activities and 
messages delivered on the occasion of Chisinau City Day, electoral priorities, as well 
as the summary of the electoral campaign made by some candidates. This section also 
contained reports about the latest sociological survey, preparation of polling stations, 
voters’ opinions about what the future mayor should do. Of the 16 materials, one was 
focused on Renato Usatii (PPPN), candidate for the position of mayor of Balti 
municipality, and another one – on the candidate of the Shor Party for the position of 
mayor of Jora de Mijloc commune, Sergiu Labliuc. All electoral news referred to the 
general local elections and none to the new parliamentary elections. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship. 

TV8 covered electoral topics in an objective and impartial manner. There were no 
obvious tendencies to favor or disfavor any electoral competitor; all of them were 
presented in a neutral context. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion 

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, TV8 cited and/or mentioned in its newscasts 
candidates for the general local elections, as follows: Andrei Nastase 
(ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 7 times; Ion Ceban (PSRM) – 6 times; Valeriu Munteanu (Save 
Bessarabia Union (USB)) – 5 times; Dorin Chirtoaca (PL), Vladimir Cebotari (PDM), 
Octavian Ticu (PUN), Vladimir Turcanu (PPR), Ivan Diacov (PN), Victor Chironda 
(“New Force” Movement (F9)), Valeri Klimenko (Shor Party), Vitalie Marinuta (Green 
Ecologist Party) – 4 times each; Teodor Cirnat (“People’s Will” Party), Vitalii Voznoi 
(European Left Party), Dumitru Tira (PPEM) – 3 times each; the other candidates – 
twice each.   

Most of the controversial news stories broadcast by TV8 (5 out of 6) were balanced, 
presenting the views of both parties involved in the conflict. One story about the PPPN 
leader Renato Usatii, who accused the Socialists of being involved in the campaign to 
denigrate him, said that “the Presidency spokesman did not answer the phone, and 
the Socialists have not yet commented on the accusations” (October 16). 

Sources in the news broadcast by TV8 were mostly men (38), and there were 13 
women. 

The language and images used  

In news about the electoral campaign, TV8 used neutral language, and images were 
in line with professional ethics. 
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Accent TV 

Involvement in the electoral campaign  

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, Accent TV broadcast 19 electoral news stories in 
its Accent Info newscasts, 13 of which appeared in the section “General Local Elections 
2019.” All the news stories of electoral nature concerned the local elections, the 
electoral process, and none referred to the new parliamentary elections. In 10 news 
stories the station reported on the local elections in the capital, nine of which were 
dedicated to the PSRM candidate for the position of general mayor, Ion Ceban. Four 
other stories focused on the PSRM competitors in different localities of the country (the 
PPPN candidate for the position of mayor of Balti, Renato Usatii, was also mentioned 
in one of them), and one news story referred to six other candidates for the position of 
general mayor of Chisinau. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship  

Most of the materials broadcast by Accent TV during the monitored period were biased; 
the station showed lack of objectivity, but also obvious political partisanship towards 
the PSRM and its candidates registered to participate in local elections. The majority 
of relevant materials favored the PSRM candidate for the position of general mayor of 
Chisinau, Ion Ceban. Of the 13 news stories that were placed in the section “General 
Local Elections 2019,” nine were about Ion Ceban, who appeared in a positive context, 
with various electoral promises, in the materials about opinion polls or summarizing 
the electoral campaign. Outside the special section, Accent TV also broadcast five 
news stories of electoral nature, which promoted the municipal councilors representing 
the PSRM. Specifically, the activities of the Socialist councilors were extensively 
covered in the news stories about the renovation of the “Saints Cyril and Methodius” 
lyceum and about a renovated playground (October 14), both presenting Socialist 
councilors (including Eugenia Ceban), who were saying what they did and what else 
they are going to do in the Municipal Council for the people. The station spoke in detail 
about two other playgrounds, also renovated at the initiative of PSRM councilors, in a 
news story on October 17. The next day, on October 18, Accent TV presented two 
other events, openly praising the PSRM and its representatives: the renovation of the 
canteen at the gymnasium no. 7 (Eugenia Ceban was cited directly); and the 
celebration dedicated to the 75th anniversary of “Alexander Pushkin” lyceum (Eugenia 
Ceban was cited directly and said that the future Municipal Council will also renovate 
schools, kindergartens, and lyceums).    

A lot of airtime (8 minutes for two materials) was dedicated during the reporting period 
to the visits of the PSRM chairwoman Zinaida Grecianii to the districts of Causeni, 
Stefan-Voda, Vulcanesti, Cahul, and Leova. Each time, Zinaida Greceanii presented 
to the citizens the PSRM candidates for the positions of mayor and local councilor. 

The other candidates for the position of general mayor of Chisinau were briefly 
mentioned in two news stories on October 14 and 16. The first one presented the 
results of an opinion poll that mentioned, among others, Andrei Nastase 
(ACUM/PPDA/PAS), Dorin Chirtoaca (PL), Ruslan Codreanu (independent candidate, 
not registered to run in elections), and Vladimir Cebotari (PDM). In the second one, the 
station presented a session of debates with the participation of Valeriu Munteanu 
(Save Bessarabia Union (USB)), Vladimir Cebotari (PDM), Vitalie Marinuta (PVE), Vlad 
Turcanu (PPR), Victor Chironda (“New Force” movement (F9)), and Octavian Ticu 
(PUN). It should be noted that the persons mentioned were presented in a neutral or 
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negative manner (“Today, candidates complained about problems, but did not propose 
solutions to them. Valeriu Munteanu spoke about the disaster in Chisinau, but forgot 
that in the past 10 years the city was led by his former colleague… Vladimir Cebotari 
also seems to have forgotten that the PDM had direct connections with the leadership 
of the mayor’s office. Vitalie Marinuta spoke about the problem of trees being cut down, 
although he doesn’t know where to get resources to solve it”). Vlad Turcanu, Victor 
Chironda, and Octavian Ticu appeared in this material in a neutral light. Against this 
background, Ion Ceban every time appeared in an exclusively positive light, being 
presented as the one who has solutions to all the problems of the city.  

Other names that appeared in the newscasts of Accent TV were the PSRM’s 
contenders for the position of mayor in different localities. Thus, the station showed 
bias and lack of fairness in the presentation of electoral topics, massively favoring one 
candidate (and the representatives of a single political party) and ignoring others or 
presenting them in a less favorable manner. 

Last but not least, Accent TV had a biased attitude towards Renato Usatii, the PPPN 
candidate for the position of mayor of Balti. In a five-minute news story on October 14, 
the candidate was mentioned only in a negative context, with accusations being made 
against him, both through the representatives of the PSRM, and through the labels and 
comments of the journalist. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion  

The news broadcast in the section “General Local Elections 2019” had a single source, 
so pluralism of opinion was not ensured. The news stories were rather summaries of 
the activities of the PSRM representatives, including the Speaker of the Parliament, 
some MPs, but also the head of state. During the week of October 12-19, the television 
station Accent TV broadcast one conflicting topic without ensuring the right to reply to 
the person concerned. It was about the accusations against Renato Usatii that he “did 
not consider it necessary to attend the debates with the PSRM representative.” In the 
material, two Socialist MPs, as well as the PSRM candidate for the position of mayor 
of Balti, accused Usatii of various illegalities, denigrating the competitor. Moreover, the 
station also used the voices of citizens, who accused the PN candidate of cowardice. 
The journalist did not mention that he tried to obtain the opinion of Renato Usatii 
regarding the accusations presented in the material. 

The ratio of sources in terms of gender was in favor of men (47 men versus 14 women). 

The language and images used  

The language used by Accent TV in news about the electoral process was neutral. The 
station used exclusively positive phrases to present PSRM representatives, and 
neutral language, irony, comments, and accusations to speak about the few 
candidates of other parties. The images that accompanied direct electoral materials 
were in line with professional ethics. 

 

RTR Moldova 

Involvement in the electoral campaign 

During the reporting period, RTR Moldova broadcast 28 news stories of electoral 
nature in the main daily newscasts. Of these, 26 appeared in the section “Elections 
2019,” and two outside it: one was about the fact that, beginning on October 16, 2019, 
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the media cannot publish the results of opinion polls or news about election results 
until the polling stations close; the second was about the fact that the Public Services 
Agency will work on the day of elections in order to issue provisional identity cards for 
the citizens who will vote. 

During this period, the TV station broadcast electoral news only about six candidates 
for the position of general mayor of Chisinau municipality out of the 17 candidates, 
airing nine other materials about the candidates from other localities of the country. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship 

During the reporting period, the PSRM candidate for the position of mayor of Chisinau, 
Ion Ceban, was the most favored by RTR Moldova. He appeared nine times in a 
positive context with electoral promises (tripling the budgets of mayor’s offices in the 
suburbs, opening 100 nursery groups in kindergartens, for children up to 3 years old, 
building the detour route around Chisinau, opening social canteens, arranging new 
parking lots, etc.). Other electoral competitors also appeared in a positive context, in 
news about their electoral promises. 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion  

News stories in the section “Elections 2019” in most cases presented the candidates’ 
programs for the mayoral positions they aspired to. These stories were based on a 
single source of information. None of them mentioned the names of other candidates. 
The station did not address conflicting topics in newscasts. 

RTR Moldova presented in newscasts six candidates for the position of general mayor 
of Chisinau municipality: Ion Ceban (PSRM) – 9 times; Vladimir Cebotari (PDM) and 
Valeriu Munteanu (Save Bessarabia Union) – twice each; Andrei Nastase 
(ACUM/PPDA/PAS) and Victor Chironda (“New Force” Movement) – once each. The 
other 11 candidates were not mentioned in any of the news stories in the section of 
“Elections 2019.” 

The station also presented once some of the candidates for the position of mayor in 
other localities of the country: Serghei Labliuc (Shor Party) in Jora de Mijloc, Orhei 
district; Oleg Cojocari (PSRM) in Glodeni; Stela Onutu (PPPN) in Glodeni; Nicolae 
Cojocaru (PLDM) in Drochia; Alexandru Bujorean (PLDM) in Leova; Victor Feliscan 
(“People’s Will” Party) in Soroca; Victor Cebotari (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) in Rezina; 
Renato Usatii (PPPN) in Balti; and Grigore Polcinschi, independent candidate for the 
position of district councilor in Dubasari. 

Candidates were presented in news with excerpts from their public statements made 
at press conferences or campaign events in the cities they want to lead, from interviews 
for other media, especially candidates outside Chisinau. However, reporters never 
mentioned in the context information that in those localities there are also candidates 
from other political parties participating in the general local elections 2019. 

The ratio of sources in terms of gender was in favor of men (18 men versus 2 women). 

The language and images used 

The language used by RTR Moldova in news about the electoral process and about 
the candidates for the position of mayor in various localities of the country was neutral, 
without elements of discrimination. The images were relevant. Reporters did not use 
editing tricks nor did they manipulate video records. 
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Televiziunea Centrală 

Involvement in the electoral campaign 

Between October 12 and 19, 2019, Televiziunea Centrală broadcast 41 materials of 
direct electoral nature, all within the section “Elections 2019.” Of these, 11 materials 
referred to the electoral activities (including the disputes related to the elections) of the 
Shor Party candidates for the positions of mayor in Orhei and Chisinau or for the 
positions of councilors. Eight other news stories focused on the electoral process (the 
distribution of ballots, the “day of silence”), and the rest referred to the activities of the 
candidates for the position of mayor in Chisinau municipality. 

Impartiality and objectivity. Political partisanship  

In the news stories about the activities of the representatives and candidates of the 
Shor Party, Televiziunea Centrală showed bias by means of the topics selected and 
the language used. Thus, Serghei Labliuc, the Shor Party candidate in the commune 
of Jora de Mijloc, Orhei district, benefited from extensive media coverage – he 
appeared in five news stories, all regarding his trial related to the cancellation of his 
registration in the electoral race. The reporter was clearly supportive of him in all these 
stories and presented a variety of opinions in his favor. For example, the story on 
October 16 about the fact that the Chisinau Court of Appeal cancelled the examination 
of Sergei Labliuc’s case contained three opinions in support of the candidate. In 
addition, the reporter said, “Representatives of the Shor Party came to support Sergei 
Labliuc, hoping that victory will be on their side”; “In the opinion of the people there, 
Sergei Labliuc is a strong competitor and they will support him till the end” (October 
14). 

In the news stories about Serghei Labliuc or Marina Tauber (leaders in the Shor Party 
list for city councilors in Orhei), reporters included opinions in support of them. 
Examples: [Reporter’s text:] “The residents of the Jora de Mijloc commune were very 
upset by the words addressed to Marina Tauber.” [Vox pop:] “They did a lot in Orhei 
and in the village (Marina Tauber and Ilan Shor – authors’ note). So these people are 
now guilty and have to stay in jail?”; “No, no, no, neither she nor Ilan Shor should go 
to jail.” 

In addition, the candidate of the Shor Party for the position of mayor of Orhei, Pavel 
Verejanu, appeared in a news story with three of his opponents, speaking at the 
electoral debates on Televiziunea Centrală, and he was favored by the time he was 
given in that story. Each candidate appeared with one fragment of what they said, but 
Verejanu appeared with two, being also cited more than others in the reporter’s text 
(October 16). 

A news story on October 17 presented in an exclusively positive light three other 
candidates for the position of mayor in the villages of Isacova, Nicolaevca, and 
Samananca. They were praised both by the reporters and by the people in vox pops: 
[Text:] “The candidate from the village of Isacova needs no introduction – the people 
here know him very well and are expecting a lot from him.” [Vox pop:] “He strives to 
work for people. We love him and believe in him.” “We want our mayor to be 
democratic, like Shor, who made every effort to develop Orhei district. We would like 
to have something like that in our village.” 
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The other candidates, 10 out of 17, were treated in a neutral manner, and slightly 
biased in one case. For example, in a news story on October 14, about the fact that 
some candidates congratulated the people of Chisinau on the occasion of the City Day, 
the reporter said the following about Ion Ceban: “Ion Ceban hurried, as usual, to be 
noticed, and even organized his own entertainment program.” 

Fairness and balance of sources. Pluralism of opinion  

In the context of electoral events for the position of mayor of Chisinau municipality, 
Televiziunea Centrală most often cited/mentioned the following candidates: Ion Ceban 
(PSRM) – 10 times; Andrei Nastase (ACUM/PPDA/PAS) – 6 times; Valeriu Munteanu 
(USB) – 3 times; Octavian Ticu (PUN), Victor Chironda (“New Force”), Dumitru Tira 
(PPEM), Dorin Chirtoaca (PL) – twice each; and Vitalie Marinuta (Green Ecologist 
Party), Teodor Cirnat (“People’s Will”), and Valeri Klimenko (Shor party) – once. 

Of the 41 materials, 15 were controversial, containing accusations from some 
candidates against Ion Ceban (PSRM) and Andrei Nastase (ACUM/PPDA/PAS): 
Dumitru Tira called for Ion Ceban to be excluded from the race; students distributing 
leaflets for Ion Ceban, although the law prohibits it; Valeriu Munteanu accused Ion 
Ceban of having made unauthorized promotion at City Day events; Valeriu Munteanu 
asked for Nastase’s resignation from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Dumitru Tira 
demanded the exclusion of Andrei Nastase from the electoral race. Some of the 
materials were balanced, and another part (8 cases) did not ensure balance. For 
example, in a news story that PAS asks people to donate because it has no more funds 
for the campaign, the journalist announces that no one of the PAS answered the phone 
to give a reaction (October 14). On the same day, in the story about Ilan Shor’s 
accusations of the registration of the Shor Party candidate in Jora de Mijloc bein 
cancelled, it was announced that no one in the Government responded. In another 
story (also on October 14) reporters said that Ion Ceban did not answer the phone to 
comment on Valeriu Munteanu’s accusations. 

In terms of gender balance, there were more men as sources (49) than women (28). It 
is a relatively good indicator, which is explained by the station mostly citing the 
representatives and supporters of the Shor Party. 

The language and images used  

The language used by reporters was in some cases advantageous to the Shor Party 
and its candidates. The use of labels was not found. The video images used in the 
reporting period were in line with journalistic standards. 

 
 
General conclusions 
 
Between October 12 and 19, 2019, the ten monitored TV stations actively covered the 
electoral campaign, having shown the following general trends: 

• Some of the monitored stations offered relatively equal access to candidates in 
elections, who appeared in separate news stories or were mentioned in reports, 
and some other stations showed preference for certain candidates and ignored 
their opponents. 

• The majority of electoral materials were based on a single source of information 
and did not ensure pluralism of opinion or cover topics in depth. 
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• The majority of the monitored materials were unbalanced in terms of gender, 
featuring men most of the times. However, in the last week of the campaign, 
several stations had a slight increase of the number of women cited. 

• The number of TV stations who showed obvious bias towards candidates has 
increased, with some candidates being either clearly favored or disfavored. 
 

 
Conclusions per TV station 

 
• The public television Moldova 1 covered the electoral campaign in a fair and 

unbiased manner, in line with professional and ethical standards. Moldova 1 
offered access to news to the majority of electoral competitors, without favoring 
or disfavoring any of them. 

• Private broadcasters Prime TV and Publika TV covered the activities of the 
majority of electoral competitors in a neutral manner. An exception was the 
ACUM/PPDA/PAS candidate Andrei Nastase, who appeared in several news 
stories with a negative connotation, being clearly disfavored by means of the 
information selected in a negative context. 

• NTV Moldova and Accent TV openly promoted the PSRM candidates, 
especially Ion Ceban, favoring them by means of the amount of airtime and of 
the positive context in which they appeared. The amount of airtime dedicated to 
news about and with the representatives of the PSRM, and the fact that other 
electoral competitors were ignored, is indicative of political partisanship at 
Accent TV, which is in conflict with professional ethics. 

• RTR Moldova dedicated more airtime to the presentation of the PSRM 
candidate Ion Ceban, who was favored both by the large number of stories 
about him and by the positive context in which he appeared, while his opponents 
were presented briefly or ignored. 

• Jurnal TV, Pro TV, and TV8 covered the activities of the majority of electoral 
competitors in a neutral manner, having ensured relative pluralism of opinion, 
without clearly favoring or disfavoring any electoral competitor. 

• Televiziunea Centrală continued open partisanship in favor of the candidates of 
the Shor Party, slightly disfavoring at the same time Ion Ceban (PSRM). 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

• Broadcasters should use monitoring reports as self-regulation tools and should 
eliminate gaps, so that their activity be in line with legal standards and with the 
Journalist’s Deontological Code:   

– To inform voters in a fair, impartial, and unbiased manner; 
– To not make judgments or comment on the electoral events of political 

parties or their representatives in news materials; 
– To ensure pluralism and diversity of opinion and the right to reply to all 

parties involved in cases of conflicts. 

• The Broadcasting Council should take note and use the monitoring reports to 
evaluate whether the monitored TV stations respected the right to complete, 
objective, and truthful information. 

• The Broadcasting Council should develop intervention instruments and apply 
them promptly and efficiently in cases of violation of legal standards by 
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broadcasters in the coverage of electoral campaigns, in order to ensure proper 
information of voters through audiovisual programs. 

• The Broadcasting Council should apply sanctions proportionally to the 
frequency and degree of violations, so that the law be no longer ignored. 

 


