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I. GENERAL INFORMATION

From December1 to December 7,2023, the Independent Journalism Center (IJC) monitored
Moldova 1 public TV channel to identify whether the journalistic materials broadcast contained any
elements of disinformation and breaches of deontological standards. The analysis includes the way
the public TV channel covers events in the political, economic, social, and other fields, and complies
with professional and ethical standards, such as verification of information using several sources,
pluralism of opinions, ensuring balance in case of conflicting news, etc.

For monitoring, we selected the main daily newscasts (“Mesager”), as well as seven programs
broadcast during the above period, starting from the assumption that:

* news stories broadcast by a public media institution should contain only facts, not the
opinions of journalists, should be written in a neutral and accessible language, and should
present reality as correctly as possible, respecting the balance of sources;

» the broadcasts must also be moderated in a neutral and impartial manner, the show host’s or
the author’s attitude towards the guests should be neutral and impartial, covert advertising
should not be allowed, equal broadcasting time should be offered to all the participants,
borrowed information and images should be clearly and distinctly marked, etc.

Purpose of monitoring

The monitoring aims to determine to what extent Moldova 1 public TV channel informs citizens
correctly, fairly, and impartially about the Government’s activity in relation to the political opposition
in times of tension and/or crisis from the point of view of journalism. This was done on the basis of
the quantitative and qualitative analysis of the content of the newscasts, talk shows, and/or thematic
programs which were evaluated from the perspective of compliance with the principles of fair
information, established both in the code of conduct of the public media outlet and in the Code of
Audiovisual Media Services of the Republic of Moldova. Particular attention was paid to the coverage
of the activity of political actors and/or entities (especially official/governmental ones).

Methodology

Given that the aim of the research is to assess to what extent Moldova 1 complies with the principles
of equal treatment, impartiality, fairness, and political neutrality, and also the hypothesis that
Moldova 1 tends to adjust its media content to the governance’s messages, it is imperative to
perform the quantitative and qualitative analysis of newscasts and informative programs that have
the potential to influence public opinion. Therefore, the methodology of studying the media product
combined two methods, the quantitative one and the qualitative/comparative one. At the same
time, newscasts were also analyzed from the perspective of manipulation and disinformation
techniques, in order to help the audience distinguish between a manipulative journalistic product
and one that presents reality impartially.

By means of the quantitative analysis, we explored the trends in the coverage of topics of public
interest during the selected period. It is a research method that involves monitoring, sampling, and



coding journalistic materials so as to identify political affiliation, if it exists (the number of materials
casting positive light on certain political actors); extent of implementation of the principles of
fairness and impartiality in informative and analytical materials (number of fair and impartial
materials); whether the balance of sources is ensured (number of balanced materials); what sources
are given priority in newscasts (number of sources cited or mentioned); provision of airtime to
political actors and entities (amount of airtime provided, in seconds), as well as other aspects. By
means of the qualitative/comparative analysis, we sought to interpret data and information
obtained from the quantitative analysis. The media content was examined in depth in order to
determine whether Moldova 1 complies with the principles of equal treatment, impartiality, fairness,
and political neutrality.

Period of monitoring: December 1-7, 2023.
The main media products of Moldova 1 channel subjected to monitoring:

» 7 editions of the main newscast “Mesager” [Messenger] of December 1-7, 2023;

» the program “Reporter pentru Sanatate” [Reporter for Health] of December 2, 2023;

» the program “Scaner” [Scanner] of December 3, 2023;

* the program “Dimensiunea Diplomatica” [Diplomatic Dimension] of December 4, 2023;
» 3 editions of the program “In context” [In the Context] of December 4, 5, and 6, 2023;
» the program “Buna Seara” [Good Evening] of December 7, 2023.

General trends

The monitoring data reveals the following in case of the main newscast “Mesager” [Messenger].

> The war in Ukraine and the Gaza Strip, the support provided by the Government for gas and
electricity bill compensations, and Romania and the National Day of Romania (which were
mainly focused upon on December 1 and 2) were the topics most frequently covered in the
news. Of the total 111 materials in the seven editions of “Mesager,” 28 were about the
international events and their coverage in the newscasts, which accounted for 25% of the
total number of news items. In other words, every fourth material referred to these topics.

> 36 out of 111 materials (news items, reports, and interviews) did not include any directly
cited sources, which amounts to approximately 1/3 of their total number. Compared to the
previous monitoring period (November 28 — December 4, 2022), the proportion remained the
same. At the same time, the materials which included the most directly quoted sources were
dedicated to cultural topics (exhibitions, book presentations, film screenings, etc.).

> The central and local public authority representatives remain among the sources frequently
addressed in Moldova 1 newscasts (both as directly quoted sources and as protagonists of the
materials). Nevertheless, compared to the previous monitoring terms (August31l -
September 6, 2020; November 28 — December 4, 2022), the frequency of citing them keeps
continuously decreasing.

> The persons mentioned and directly or indirectly quoted most often as sources were
President Maia Sandu and Alexei Buzu, Minister of Labor and Social Protection. Besides,



foreign officials were quoted directly, in a very large number, especially Volodymyr Zelensky,
President of Ukraine (almost in every news item referring to the events in Ukraine) and
Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel (almost in every news item about the events in
the Gaza Strip).

> During this monitoring period, a greater diversity of the sources referred to in the news could
be noticed.

> From the deontological perspective, the number of deviations in the Moldova 1 channel
newscasts decreased compared to the previous monitoring period (November 28 -
December 4, 2022). The list of breaches identified includes facts mixed with opinions and the
lack of the right of reply. The deviation identified as the most frequent one is failing to
indicate the source of borrowed videos or photos. There were virtually no news items covering
foreign events which included any references to the primary source the broadcast images
were taken from.

> Moldova 1 covered the information regarding the opposition parties and politicians in a
neutral and impartial manner. Nevertheless, the Party of Action and Solidarity (PAS) was
mildly favored in terms of frequency of appearance in the newscasts (including as directly
guoted sources). In addition, the representatives of extra-parliamentary political parties were
basically absent from the news.

Il. DATA ANALYSIS
“Mesager” Newscast

December 1, 2023

Quantitative analysis

The edition of December 1, 2023, included 19 news items and three reports. Two materials were of a
conflict-based nature. Seven of the 19 materials were dedicated to the National Day of Romania,
with a total broadcasting time of approximately 14 minutes, which accounted for almost 30% of the
total time of the edition. Five news items were focused on social issues (medical insurance,
approving the state budget, the Lufthansa company’s arrival in the Republic of Moldova, daily
challenges faced by persons with special needs, and the state compensations for thermal energy
prices for vulnerable population), and three of them were foreign news, such as the situation at the
battlefield in Ukraine, the armed conflict in the Gaza Strip, and the Russian dissident Alexei Navalny’s
new conviction. The other topics included a protest demonstration against the Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko organized at the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in the Republic of
Moldova, and arrests of several suspects in cases of drug trafficking and/or corruption related to
issuing driving licenses in Balti. As to the sources of the 19 materials in the newscast, six had no
directly cited sources, four had one directly cited source, one news item had 2 sources, four news
items had 4 sources, one news item had 5 sources, one news item had six sources, and one news
item had 8 direct sources.


https://moldova1.md/f/ro/2595#content
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Moldova 1 addressed various sources in its newscasts, such as citizens, deputies, politicians,
teachers, doctors, pupils, photographers, historians, presidents of exporting associations, the
Government representatives, presidents of the countries, etc. The central public administration (the
Government, the Parliament, and the Presidency) representatives who were quoted in the materials
of the public TV channel most often are:

Maia Sandu, President of the Republic of Moldova (30 seconds);

Igor Grosu, President of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova (25 seconds);
Dorin Recean, Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova (33 seconds);

Petru Rotaru, Minister of Finance (22 seconds);

Vasile Cusca, Secretary of State, Ministry of Labor and Social Protection (18 seconds);
Vitalie Gavruc, PAS deputy (26 seconds).

The other sources directly cited in the Moldova 1 newscast were:

Klaus lohannis, President of Romania (40 seconds);

Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine (28 seconds);

lon Varta, historian (41 seconds);

lurie Fala, President of the “Moldova Fruct” Association (31 seconds);
Mariana Gulian, Head of Department, NHIC (47 seconds);

lon Dodon, General Director, NHIC (28 seconds).
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Qualitative analysis

Moldova 1 news and reports covered various issues, while the social topics were the most popular
ones. Only one news item was conflict-based, the one in which Moldova 1 journalists covered the
protest activities organized near the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus to the Republic of Moldova
(“Anti-Lukashenko Demonstration”) by the Belarusian community members and several Moldovan
parliamentarians against “Lukashenko’s dictatorship.” In this news item, Moldova 1 did not provide
any reaction from the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus to the Republic of Moldova and failed to
mention the political affiliation of the Moldovan deputies who had joined this protest (PAS).

At the same time, in three foreign news items — “Civilians under the Rain of Rockets/Fortifications in
Eastern Ukraine,” “Navalny Imprisoned for Life,” and “Battles Continue in Gaza” — Moldova 1
broadcast the video images from the other sources without mentioning them.

December 2, 2023
Quantitative analysis

The newscast of December 2 included 14 materials, 12 of which were news items and two were
reports. Most materials were foreign (5), social and cultural (4), and political (2) ones. The
protagonists of Moldova 1 newscast were the Government representatives (Sergiu Prodan, Adrian
Efros), citizens, airline company representatives, Romanian officials, presidents of the countries,
representatives of the international organizations (NATO), librarians, museum directors, artists, and
police officers. In more than 1/3 of the materials (5), no sources were directly cited, and in three
news items, one source was directly cited.
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As to the broadcasting time for direct quotes, Adrian Efros, Minister of the Interior, had a direct
quote lasting for 30 seconds; Sergiu Prodan, Minister of Culture, had a direct quote with a 22-second
statement, and Pavel Pistol, head of department within the National Public Security Inspectorate
(NPSI), had a 20-second direct statement. Besides, Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine
(37 seconds), Jens Stoltenberg, NATO Secretary General (23 seconds), and Titus Corlatean, ex-Foreign
Minister of Romania, (20 seconds) were cited with a direct quote each.
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Qualitative analysis

Moldova 1 mostly presented the events in a neutral and impartial manner. One of the 14 materials
was conflict-based. The news item titled “Disturbed Air Traffic” described the situation related to the
fog which “..turned air traffic in Chisinau International Airport upside down... three flights — to
Warsaw, Vienna, and Istanbul — were delayed, and two others were impacted by changes in the flight



schedule, one was canceled and another one was delayed by almost 16 hours. Due to the dense fog
over the city, some planes had difficulty landing.” The reporters quoted the travelers who
criticized/accused Chisinau International Airport representatives and offered the latter the right of

reply.

On the other hand, in none of the foreign news — “Winter Comes into Its Own Right,” “Battles
Continue in Gaza,” “Danger in the Central Zaporozhye/Heavy Combats in Kherson/Ukraine, Progress
on the Frontline,” “7.5 earthquake in the Philippines,” and “The Holidays Are Approaching. More and
more cities in the World Put Their Festive Clothes on” — Moldova 1 did not mention the sources of
the video footage broadcast by the channel.

December 3, 2023
Quantitative analysis

The “Mesager” of December 3 included 12 news items and two reports. Five of these had foreign
topics (the war in Ukraine and the Gaza Strip, the terrorist attack in Paris, Alexander Lukashenko’s
visit to China, and the heavy snowfall in Europe). The other topics included the repeated local
elections in Aluatu Village, Taraclia District, setting the date of the first session (December 7, 2023) of
the Chisinau Municipal Council (CMC), the issue of Romanian citizenship for Moldovans, diagnostics
of psoriasis, the situation of persons with disabilities, an art exhibition in Soroca, and the thematic
exhibition of the artist Eudochia Robu.

This newscast was based on the most diverse sources quoted directly, yet it was the only edition
from which the central and local public authority representatives were absent. The directly cited
sources were citizens, presidents of the states, the Israeli and the US government representatives,
entrepreneurs, teachers, doctors, researchers, pupils, museum directors, poets, photographers, and
art critics. Five materials out of the 14 had no references to any directly cited sources.

Number of sources directly cited in news

® No sources
W 1 source

1 2 sources
w 3 sources
M 4 sources

5 sources




lon Dodon, General Director of the National Health Insurance Company, was quoted directly for
20 seconds; Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine, for 56 seconds; Eylon Levy, Israeli
Government Spokesman, and Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel, accumulated almost
50 seconds; the US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin appeared with a 25-second statement; Gérald
Darmanin, the French Minister of the Interior, had a quote lasting for 15 seconds.

Qualitative analysis

None of the 14 materials broadcast were conflict-based, but the journalists breached the
deontological provisions in several cases. In the news item titled “The Much-Coveted Romanian
Citizenship,” the TV channel reported on the growing number of Moldovans interested in regaining
the Romanian citizenship. The only source included in the news item was a consultant from a private
company involved in obtaining Romanian documents. The news item had a resemblance to
commercial advertising, even though the name of the company which offers its services to facilitate
obtaining Romanian documents was not mentioned. Moreover, the journalists were supposed to
request opinions of the Romanian officials who could provide some comments on the situation/topic.

In the news item titled “Lukashenko Visits Beijing,” the presenter resorted to mixing facts and
opinions: “The President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, a faithful ally of Moscow, pays a visit to
China on Sunday and Monday to meet with his Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, as announced by the
Belarusian presidency quoted by AFP. On Monday, he will have a discussion with Xi Jinping regarding
trade, economy, investment, and international cooperation issues on the agenda, the Belarusian
party said in a statement. Alexander Lukashenko already paid a visit to the Chinese capital in late
February; this visit was thoroughly analyzed in the context of the Russian assault in Ukraine. The
Belarusian presidency has not mentioned this issue as a point for discussion during this visit so far.
China, Moscow’s close partner, has never publicly condemned Russia in spite of Western appeals to
do so. Belarus has common borders with Ukraine and Russia and is quite dependent from these
countries financially and politically.”

In addition, in all the five foreign news items — “Israel-Hamas War,” “Knife Attack in Paris,” “Drone
Attack Is Repelled/Ukraine Resists Invasion,” “Lukashenko Visits Beijing,” and “Snowfall Disrupts
Traffic” — Moldova 1 did not indicate the source of the video footage broadcast.

December 4, 2023
Quantitative analysis

In the “Mesager” of December 4, 15 materials were broadcast: 14 news items and one report. Four
of them were about the international events (foreign news), four of them covered political issues
(Alexandr Kalinin, the leader of the Party of Regions, was summoned to the Prosecutor’s Office for
Combating Organized Crime and Special Cases, the POCOCSC; the Media Forum 2023; results of
repeated local elections in Aluatu Village; details regarding the Center for Strategic Communication
and Countering Disinformation), and four other items were focused on economic, social, and cultural



topics (gas and electricity reserves for the cold season; wage arrears at the Railways of Moldova,
CFM; launching a book about the history of the Metropolitanate of Moldova).

The public TV channel most often referred to Moldovan and foreign officials as sources of the news
items. In seven of the 15 materials, at least one such source was referred to and was directly or
indirectly quoted. President Maia Sandu was the protagonist of two news items. In one of them, she
was mentioned, and in another one, she was directly quoted with a 34-second statement. The list of
the other officials and dignitaries quoted directly in the newscast includes Victor Parlicov, Minister of
Energy, deputy Liliana Nicolaescu-Onofrei (PAS), and Ana Revenco, Director of the Center for
Strategic Communications and Countering Disinformation. The other directly cited sources included
citizens, historians, priests, academicians, etc.

As to the time dedicated to statements, Victor Parlicov, Minister of Energy, had two quotes with a
total of 63 seconds of broadcasting time; Ana Revenco had two quotes with a total broadcasting time
of 60 seconds; Vadim Ceban, president of the Council of Administration of Moldova-Gaz, had a 50-
second quote; Volodymyr Zelensky had a 45-second quote; Maia Sandu had a 34-second quote;
Dmitrii Prohnitchi, the head of service at the Railways of Moldova, had a 28-second quote; Alexandr
Kalinin, president of the Party of Regions, had a 27-second quote; Liliana Nicolaescu-Onofrei, the PAS
deputy, had a 24-second quote; Kent Logsdon, US Ambassador to the Republic of Moldova, had a 22-
second quote; Janis Mazeiks, EU Ambassador to the Republic of Moldova, had a 21-second quote.
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Six news items included no directly quoted sources; six materials had one direct source each; one
material had 4 direct sources; two materials had 5 direct sources.

10
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Qualitative analysis

In the “Mesager” newscast of December 4, the central and local authorities, as well as the PAS
representatives, were mildly favored both by the time for direct quotes and by the number of news
items in which they were mentioned and/or cited, as well as by the relevance of the quotes selected
in each case. Some officials were presented in a positive light by the phrases used or the context

details provided by the journalists (“Parlicov: We Have Safety”, “Minister Parlicov Considers Lowering
Gas Tariffs”).

Almost 80% of the news items did not have directly cited sources or were based on a single source.
Many of them could be developed and/or required additional or additional sources to bring more
context to the topics covered (for instance, both news regarding the country’s gas supply, the CFM
staff’s salary debts, the news item about the Center for Strategic Communications and Combating
Disinformation, or the news item about the Media Forum which contained only direct statements by
several officials).

In the last material of the newscast titled “History and Tradition,” Moldova 1 reporters discussed the
launch of a book which included a collection of documents and materials about the Metropolitanate
of Bessarabia. The journalists resorted to mixing facts and opinions: “After the decades of
Communist prohibitions and oppression, the Metropolitanate of Bessarabia returns to the circuit of
scientific truth. In Chisinau, the book titled ‘The Metropolitanate of Bessarabia. History and Tradition’
has been launched.”

At the same time, in the case of such foreign news items as “Israel Extends Its Attack,” “Vessels
Attacked in the Red Sea,” “Violent Battles in Ukraine,” and “Romania’s Accession to Schengen,” as
well as in the news item about Alexandr Kalinin’s summoning to the PCCOCS (“Kalinin Is Summoned
to the Prosecutor’s Office”), Moldova 1 did not indicate the source of the video footage broadcast.

December 5, 2023

Quantitative analysis

11



The edition of December 5, 2023, consisted of 15 news items and one report. Seven materials were
dedicated to the international events (foreign news) and addressed such topics as Romania and the
Schengen Area accession procedure, the situation at the battlefields in Ukraine and Israel, conflicts
on the border between Ukraine and Poland, and the explosion in the USA. The list of the other topics
includes Moldovan farmers’ protests, the situation of the business environment in the Republic of
Moldova, reorganization of several hospitals in Chisinau, the results of the Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA) for 2022, etc.

Three of the 16 materials had the representatives of the central public administration (Government
of the Republic of Moldova) as their protagonists. The dignitaries and officials mentioned and/or
directly cited in the news items and reports were Daniel Voda, the spokesperson of the Government,
Dan Perciun, Minister of Education, and Vasile Cusca, State Secretary at the Ministry of Labor and
Social Protection. In addition, several foreign officials were directly quoted in the newscast, including
Marcel Ciolacu, Prime Minister of Romania, Antony Blinken, US Secretary of State; Volodymyr
Zelensky, President of Ukraine, Marian Catalin Predoiu, Minister of the Interior of Romania, his
German colleague, Gerhard Karner, and Ylva Johansson, EU Commissioner for Home Affairs. Besides,
farmers, citizens, political scientists, public finance experts, sociologists, ambassadors, doctors, and
lawyers were quoted.

Dan Perciun, Minister of Education and Research, had a direct quote lasting for 38 seconds. Besides,
Daniel Voda, the spokesperson of the Government, had a30-second direct quote, and Vasile Cusca,
State Secretary of the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection, had a 12-second statement. The other
sources directly quoted in the newscast were Marian Catalin Predoiu, the Romanian Minister of the
Interior (35 seconds), Ylva Johansson, EU Commissioner for Home Affairs (15 seconds), Cristian
Pirvulescu, the political scientist (63 seconds), Marin Gospodarenco, the public finance expert
(58 seconds), Marcel Ciolacu, Prime Minister of Romania (43 seconds), Antony Blinken, US Secretary
of State (23 seconds), Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine (27 seconds), Lilia Ivanov, Director of
the National Agency for Curriculum and Assessment (37 seconds), etc.
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Four of the 16 news items had no directly cited sources, whereas another news item included
10 sources.

Number of sources directly cited in news

1 4
= No
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= 1 source

1
3 2 sources
2 = 3 sources
= 4 sources
2
3

Qualitative analysis

A news item in the newscast titled “Farmers Continue Their Protest” was conflict-based. The topic
mentioned that “farmers have returned to the Grand National Assembly Square today. Dissatisfied
with unsuccessful attempts to reach a consensus with the authorities, they have parked their tractors
on Stefan cel Mare si Sfant Boulevard.” The reporters directly quote farmers, directors of
associations, and citizens dissatisfied with the traffic issues in the capital resulting from the farmers’
protest, but ensured the right to reply to the executive authority representatives by directly quoting
the opinion by Daniel Voda, the spokesperson of the institution.

At the same time, as in the case of the previous days’ newscasts, in seven international news items —
“The Hard Way to Schengen,” “Lobby for the Republic of Moldova,” “Severe Battles in the South of
the Gaza Strip,” “Russians Keep Attacking Ukraine,” “The Frontier Remains Blocked,” “Enormous
Explosion,” and “Christmas World” — which included borrowed video footage, Moldova 1 did not
mention their primary source.

December 6, 2023

Quantitative analysis

The newscast of December 6, 2023, consisted of 15 news items and a report. Seven of them were
focused on social topics (new support steps from the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection for five
social categories, social allowances for children with severe or moderate disabilities, energy bill
compensations, increased scholarships for students at the faculties of pedagogy, joint management
for two hospitals in the capital, possible support for farmers and agricultural sector staff, etc.). Four
of them were dedicated to foreign and international topics (the meeting between the Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban and the French President Emmanuel Macron, the Russian President
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Vladimir Putin’s visit to the United Arab Emirates, and the armed conflicts in the Gaza Strip and
Ukraine), and three of them covered political topics (the preparations for initiating the EU-Republic
of Moldova negotiations, the ISS ex-deputy director’s accusations against the institution’s current
management, and the approval of the CEC budget for the next year). The officials and the
representatives of the central public administration (the Government and the Presidency) were
either mentioned or directly quoted in eight materials in the newscast. Alexei Buzu, Minister of Labor
and Social Protection, was the protagonist of two news items, and Vladimir Bolea, Minister of
Agriculture and Food Industry, Daniel Voda, the spokesperson of the Government, and Lilia Gantea,
Secretary of State at the Ministry of Health, were cited as direct sources in one news item each. The
other sources directly quoted in this newscast were ordinary citizens, representatives of the
international organizations in the Republic of Moldova, lawyers, lyceum principals, prime ministers of
the other states, students, composers, artists, energy experts, etc.

As to the officials or functionaries directly quoted, Minister Alexei Buzu had two quotes lasting for
48 seconds in total; Minister Vladimir Bolea had a 30-second quote; Lilia Gantea and Daniel Voda had

qguotes lasting for 37 seconds each; Ivan Turcan, head of the Analytical and Information Department
at the Reintegration Policy Bureau, had a 47-second quote.
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Four news items had no directly quoted sources, and six news items had one directly quoted source
each.
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Qualitative analysis

Moldova 1 provided the information mostly in a neutral and impartial manner. One of the
16 materials, “Accusations against the ISS,” was conflict-based. The news item mentioned the
accusations formulated by the ISS ex-deputy director, Alexandru Balan, against the institution’s
current management in the context of the tragedy which took place this summer at the Chisinau
National Airport where a citizen of Tajikistan shot a border police officer and a security inspector. In
this news items, the reporters mentioned: “We have tried to contact the ISS representatives for a
reply, but we have not received any response so far.”

As to foreign news items — “Hungary as a Trojan Horse,” “Putin at the Arabian Peninsula,” “Heavy
Combats in Khan Younis,” and “Kherson in Ruins” — the public TV channel broadcast video footage

borrowed from the other platforms without indicating their primary sources.

December 7, 2023

Quantitative analysis

The newscast of December 7 included 17 materials: 15 news items, an interview, and a report. Four
of them concerned the state budget for 2024, including a live interview with the public finance
expert Marin Gospodarenco. The four other news stories were dedicated to foreign topics. The
newscast also informed about the conference of the opposition parties, the first meeting of the
Chisinau Municipal Council, the award offered by the US State Department to Veronica Mihailov-
Moraru, Minister of Justice, deoligarization procedures in the Republic of Moldova, European
investments in Edinet Municipality, the cooperation agreement signed between the Chisinau
International Airport and the lasi International Airport, and a screening of documentary movies by
young Moldovan filmmakers.

The sources cited in the newscast were Petru Rotaru, Minister of Finance, with two direct quotes and
a total broadcasting time of 36 seconds; Igor Dodon, Municipal Councilor at the CMC from the PSRM,
also had two direct quotes and a total broadcasting time of 38 seconds; lon Ceban, Mayor of
Chisinau, had a direct quote lasting for 32 seconds; deputies from the Bloc of Communists and
Socialists Adela Raileanu, Vlad Batrincea, Oleg Reidman, Vladimir Odnostalco, Adrian Lebedinschi,
and Bogdan Tirdea, had 94 seconds of cumulative broadcasting time; the PAS deputies Boris Marcoci,
Igor Grosu, Lilian Carp, and Vitalie Jacota had a total broadcasting time 80 seconds; Constantin
Cojocari, Mayor of Edinet, had a 19-second quote. The other directly quoted sources were citizens,
theater directors, pilots, composers, teachers, ambassadors, airport directors, etc.

15
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Six news items had no directly quoted sources; one material (live interview) had one quoted source,
three news items included two sources each; two news items included 3 sources; one news item
included 4 sources; two news items included 5 sources; one news item included 6 sources; one news
item included 8 sources cited directly.
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Economic, social, and external issues predominated in the content of the newscast of December 7.
Seven materials out of the total number of 17 had central and local authorities as their protagonists
and main sources.

Qualitative analysis

Two news items in the newscast were conflict-based. The first one titled “Budget Approved with
Criticism” mentioned that “the deputies discussed the draft budgets for 2024. For almost 5 hours, the
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BCS deputies kept criticizing it, saying it was detrimental to the economy. Nevertheless, the project
was voted” due to the votes of the PAS deputies. In this news item, Moldova 1 reporters balanced
the statements (the BCS vs. the PAS), and both parties benefited from approximately equal time for
their comments and reactions. The second conflict-based material titled “Unification of the
Opposition, Still Suspended” was about an event organized in Chisinau by the opposition parties for
discussing the local election results in 2023 and the possibility of eventually unifying the formations
in the future. In this material, Moldoval reporters offered the right to reply to the
concerned/accused party (PAS). However, the TV channel resorted to facts mixed with opinions: “On
Wednesday, several opposition parties took part in a conference where the 2023 local elections were
analyzed. These are the groups which had not achieved the desirable results at the elections.”

At the same time, as in the case of the other newscasts, in the materials dedicated to the foreign
topics, such as “Macron Meets Orban,” “Russia: Start of the Election Campaign,” “Increasingly
Intense Combats in Gaza,” and “Festival of Lights in Lyon,” the TV channel borrows video footage
from the other platforms without indicating its primary source.

Programs: TV Moldova 1
Program “Reporter pentru Sanatate” [Reporter for Health] (December 2, 2023)

Author: Victoria Dorgan
Duration: 29 minutes 44 seconds

The “Reporter pentru Sanatate” is a program where Moldova 1 offers public recommendations
regarding a healthy lifestyle, maintaining health, and quality of life. Journalists have conversations
with doctors and healthcare professionals about various diseases and health-related complaints and
report on the latest and most innovative therapies and treatments for various conditions. In the first
part of the program aired on December 2, 2023, in the context of the World HIV/AIDS Day, the
journalists shared some information about this disease and had a conversation with lurie
Climasevschi, Coordinator of the National Program for HIV/AIDS and STI Infection Prevention and
Control, and discussed analyzing the HIV/AIDS situation in the Republic of Moldova, testing,
prevention, and treatment.

In the second part titled “Diagnostics"”, the author spoke with three doctors about breast cancer,
breast cancer awareness and detection campaigns, diagnostics, and treatment for this disease.
Another section was titled “Examinations,” in which the author spoke with Andrei Oprea, an
endoscopist, discussing colonoscopy and situations this type of examination is recommended. The
last part of the show titled “First Aid Skills” included some pieces of advice regarding assistance in
case of hypothermia.

During the entire program, Moldova 1 journalists were making references to data and figures. The
program was attended by several guests, which ensured gender balance for selection of sources.

Program “Scaner” [Scanner] (December 3, 2023)
Author: Daria Gvindjia
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Duration: 38 minutes 21 seconds

“Scaner” is an author’s analytical program in Russian, in which journalist Daria Gvindjia analyzes the
most important events of the previous week. The broadcast of December 3 consisted of three
sections, each of which analyzed a certain topic. In the first part, the journalist considered various
internal issues faced by the Republic of Moldova, including the bad weather which had occurred in
the territory of the Republic of Moldova, the cold cyclone and the heavy snowfall which had hit the
country, and the actions or inactions of the Moldovan authorities. At the same time, the author
provided general information about climate changes and global warming which result in such
weather conditions. Another internal issue briefly discussed during the show was Moldovan farmers’
protest and their demands addressed to the Government of the Republic of Moldova. In the same
context, the embargo imposed by Roskomnadzor on importing Moldovan fruits and vegetables was
also mentioned.

The second part of the program was dedicated to analyzing the Ministerial Council of the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) held in Skopje, North Macedonia, on
November 30. A particular emphasis was placed on the presence of Sergey Lavrov, the foreign
minister of Russia, who had accused the authorities of the Republic of Moldova of being reluctant to
find a solution to the Transnistrian conflict. The author balanced Lavrov’s statements and quotes
with an interview with the political analyst Vladislav Kulminski, Executive Director of the Institute for
Strategic Initiatives (IPIS).

The third part of the broadcast included an interview with Igor Lipsit, Doctor of Economic Sciences,
about the Russian economy, the sanctions applied by the EU and the US against the Russian
Federation, Russia’s re-orientation towards China and Asia in general, internal inflation resulting
from the war in Ukraine, and some other issues. The program ended with the news about the Finnish
authorities’ decision to temporarily suspend the activity of several border-crossing points (Nuijamaa,
Imatra, and Niirala) located on the frontier with the Russian Federation, and another news item
about the situation on the cryptocurrency market.

The author of the program provided the information in a neutral and impartial manner. During the
interviews, she asked relevant questions and moderated the discussion without any deontological
deviations and/or manipulation techniques. The reports and the interview were prepared in a
correct, neutral, and impartial manner. The only breach identified was the fact that the video footage
illustrating the foreign events was used without indicating its primary sources.

Program “Dimensiunea diplomatica” [Diplomatic Dimension] (December 4, 2023)
Author: Ludmila Barba
Duration: 24 minutes 5 seconds

The “Dimensiunea diplomatica” broadcast of December 4 had Almat Aidarbekov, Ambassador of
Kazakhstan to the Republic of Moldova, as a guest. The author and the guest discussed the relations
between the two countries, Kazakh culture and history, and the impact the European integration of
the Republic of Moldova would have on its relations with Kazakhstan. The Kazakh ambassador
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mentioned the inauguration of the diplomatic mission of the Republic of Moldova in Kazakhstan and
bilateral trade relations. In addition, the diplomat told the audience about the electoral procedure in
Kazakhstan, the reforms in this country, anti-corruption activities, ethnic minorities and the state
policies for their integration, and the Moldovan diaspora in Kazakhstan. The journalist moderated the
discussion in a neutral and impartial manner and in compliance with professional deontological
standards.

Program “In Context” [In the Context] (December 4, 2023)
Author: Radu Osipov
Duration: 39 minutes 54 seconds

“In context” is an author’s program broadcast by Moldoval on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays. During it, journalist Radu Osipov analyzes the most important news and events which
had taken place that day or the weekend. In addition, major events are analyzed by the author
together with his guests in the studio. The broadcast of December 4 started with the section titled
“News in Brief” in which a retrospective of the most important events of the day was presented. It
mentioned the increase in tariffs for distribution of newspapers and periodicals by “Posta Moldovei,”
the organization of the Media Forum in Chisinau, the support provided by the French Development
Agency for the forestry sector in the Republic of Moldova, the embargo imposed by Moscow on
importing fruits and vegetables from the Republic of Moldova, the discussion between the foreign
ministers of Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova in the context of the EU accession negotiations,
Alexandr Kalinin’s summoning to the POCOCSC, and the current situation in Ukraine and Israel/the
Gaza.

The first topic to be discussed in the studio was about the energy situation in the country and the gas
reserves available to the Republic of Moldova for the winter. In this context, video footage from the
press conference of Victor Parlicov, Minister of Energy, was broadcast, where he mentioned that the
Republic of Moldova had enough energy and natural gas supplies until the spring of 2024.
Subsequently, the Moldova 1 journalist had a discussion in the studio with Vadim Ceban, Director of
the Council of Administration of Moldova-Gaz; they talked about the country’s gas reserves, tariffs,
Moldova-Gaz Company’s financial situation, gas network management and maintenance, gas supply
in the Transnistrian region, and the relations of the Republic of Moldova with Gazprom.

The second topic to be analyzed was the consultations organized in the Parliamentary Committee for
Security on the Security Strategy and the Center for Strategic Communications and Combating
Disinformation. Moldova 1 broadcast a report which included the opinions by Stanislav Secrieru,
Presidential Advisor in the sphere of security, Ana Revenco, Director of the Center for Strategic
Communications and Combating Disinformation, and President Maia Sandu. After that, the author
had a conversation in the studio with Mihai Isac, the political commentator who discussed Russia’s
hybrid war in the Republic of Moldova, the Russian propaganda and countering it, strategic
communication centers (StratCom) in the Baltic countries, the state’s neutral status and the way it
should be interpreted, the internal situation in Russia, and the upcoming presidential elections in
that country.
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For the most part, the author of the broadcast presented the information in a neutral manner.
During the interviews, he asked relevant questions and moderated the discussion impartially.

Program “In Context” [In the Context] (December 5, 2023)
Author: Radu Osipov
Duration: 39 minutes 51 seconds

The broadcast of December 5 started with the section titled “News in Brief” which mentioned the
95 regulatory acts voted by the Parliament in November; an increase in state budget revenues for the
first ten months of the year by approximately 10% compared to the last year’s equal period of time;
transmitting the 112 service to the management of the Ministry of Internal Affairs; initiating the alert
service in the Republic of Moldova; a Moldovan citizen caught upon his arrival in the country for
bringing undeclared property; a Moldovan citizen detained for pornography; Russia’s continued
attacks in Ukraine; heavy battles in the southern Gaza Strip.

The first topic considered by Radu Osipov concerned Romania’s eventual accession to the Schengen
Area. It included a news item titled “The Hard Road to Schengen” which mentioned the “indecision”
regarding the accession: the EU Justice and Home Affairs Council merely discussed this topic without
voting. Starting from this news item, the author had a conversation with the Romanian political
scientist Cristina Pirvulescu about the vote in the EU Council, Austria’s and the Netherlands’
reluctance to admit the accession of Romania and Bulgaria to the Schengen Area, Russia’s indirect
impact on this process, the problem of migration and the war in Israel, and their implications in the
expansion of the Schengen Area. During the discussion, the EU’s decision to start the negotiations
with the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, Hungary’s part in blocking them, the European Council’s
meeting on December 14-15 and its eventual results, the internal situation in the USA, and support
for Ukraine were also analyzed.

The second topic to be analyzed concerned the farmers’ protest and their demands to talk to Prime
Minister Dorin Recean. The issue was discussed with the public finance expert of the
WatchDog Community, Marin Gospodarenco. The interview was preceded by a news item titled “Eco
Protest in the Center of Chisinau” about the farmers’ protest and the events at the GNAS. The author
of the show and his guest discussed the negotiations between farmers and the Government, the
banks’ role and involvement in settling the conflict, the war in Ukraine and the exports of the
Republic of Moldova, subventions in Moldovan agriculture, and the European partners’ support for
the agricultural sector.

The author of the program moderated the studio discussion neutrally and impartially, without any
deontological deviations. The reports and the interview included in the broadcast were prepared in
the same manner, including the right of reply to the persons concerned.

Program “In Context”[In the Context] (December 6, 2023)
Author: Radu Osipov
Duration: 42 minutes 3 seconds
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The broadcast also started with the “News in Brief” section: over 700 000 households registered on
the Compensatii.gov.md platform to obtain compensations for gas and electricity; starting
from 2024, students at the faculties of pedagogy will benefit from doubled scholarships; President
Maia Sandu had a discussion with Prime Minister of Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis about
implementation of reforms in the Republic of Moldova; the European Commission will increase
financial assistance for Moldova to strengthen the rule of law and anti-corruption activities;
organizing the presidential elections next year will be more expensive — the CEC approved the
budget; the ISS ex-deputy director accuses the institution’s current administration of the tragedy
which took place at the Chisinau International Airport this summer and resulted in the death of two
persons; two foreign citizens detained at the Chisinau International Airport for transporting
psychotropic substances; Alexandru Stoianoglo risks spending eight years in prison; three persons
were detained for falsifying documents.

The first topic discussed during the program concerned the fact that Russia had to pay over
one million Euros for the abuses in the Transnistrian region pursuant to the three decisions of the
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), implicitly concerning the situation of education and schools
for Romanian-speaking pupils in this region. Journalist Virginia Pantea interviewed the Promo-LEX
lawyer Pavel Cazacu, discussing the situation in the Transnistrian region, the process of enlisting
young people for military service, abuses concerning schools for Romanian-speaking pupils in the
self-proclaimed area, the restrictions imposed on persons who study and speak Romanian, and the
ways to oblige Russia to comply with the ECHR decisions and to pay in accordance with the sanctions
stipulated by them. After that, the author of the program had a discussion in the studio with Ivan
Turcan, the head of the analytical and information department of the Reintegration Policy Bureau,
about the situation of Romanian-language schools in the Transnistrian region, the number of
educational institutions, forced Russification of the population on the left bank of the Dniester, etc.

The second topic discussed in the studio by journalist Radu Osipov concerned the initiative of the
Energy Ministries of the Republic of Moldova and Romania to unite their gas and electricity
transmission systems. The Chisinau government authorized signing the document. The show host
had a conversation with Ana Otilia Nutu from the Expert Forum regarding the energy infrastructure
of both countries, connecting and unifying the systems, joint projects developed in the sphere of
energy, liberalization of the energy market, the lasi-Ungheni gas pipeline, the expansion of the
Centra Voda plant and the meeting of the ministers of energy from Romania and the Republic of
Moldova.

The author of the program asked relevant questions and moderated the studio discussions in a
neutral, impartial, and fair manner, without deontological deviations and/or manipulative
techniques. The news items and interviews included in the program were prepared in a similar way.

Program “Buna Seara” [Good Evening] (December 7, 2023)
Moderator: Mircea Surdu
Duration: 44 minutes 37 seconds
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The topic of the “Buna Seara” broadcast of December 7 was “Negotiations of the Republic of
Moldova for Accession to the European Union.” The author and his guests discussed eventual
scenarios of European integration of the Republic of Moldova. Two guests were present in the
studio: Anatol Taranu, political analyst, and lulian Groza, Executive Director of the Institute for
European Policies and Reforms (IPRE); Angela Gramada, President of the Experts for Security and
Global Affairs (ESGA), Romania, joined the show online.

At the beginning, each of the three guests was asked to express their opinions of the current
situation regarding the European integration process of the Republic of Moldova and to compare it
with the situation in which the Republic of Moldova was half a year ago, in May 2023. In addition, the
progress in implementation of the reforms and the provisions stipulated by the European Union,
were mentioned; implicitly, it was considered whether the two countries, i.e. the Republic of
Moldova and Ukraine, would initiate the “all-in-one” process of starting the EU accession
negotiations.

After that, they discussed several aspects of the European integration process, Moscow’s attempts to
influence this procedure via implementing hybrid challenges, the role of Hungary and the eventual
blocking of the start of negotiations regarding Ukraine, Romania’s support for the Republic of
Moldova in the process of European integration, the internal situation in Ukraine, and the war in the
territory of this country. It also covered Romania’s accession to the Schengen Area, Russia’s impact in
the region, the European Parliament elections to be held in 2024, the elections in Romania, and the
way the elections could influence the European accession process for the Republic of Moldova and
the other countries as the candidates for the status of the EU member states. Finally, predictions in
the context of the European Council meeting to be held on December 14-15, 2023, were made and
eventual results were listed.

The show host asked relevant questions and moderated the discussion in a neutral, impartial, and
fair manner. The guests as experts touched upon various aspects of the topics under discussion.
Everyone was offered equal airtime, and the moderator intervened every time clarifications were
required and/or a guest was about to “monopolize” the discussion.

CONCLUSIONS

On December 1-7, 2023, the Moldova 1 public TV channel covered the information in the main daily
newscasts mostly neutrally. However, during the monitoring term, a mild lack of equality and/or
presenting some officials (the PAS representatives) in a slightly positive light were noticeable.

The topics most often discussed in the public TV channel’s newscasts concerned the international
events (especially the war in Ukraine and that in the Gaza Strip) and the compensations for gas and
electricity bills provided by the Government, as well as the topics related to Romania and the
National Day of Romania in particular. All of them accounted for almost 40% of the amount of the
111 news items broadcast by the channel during the monitoring period.
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Over half (58) of the 111 materials in the 7 “Mesager” broadcasts either had no direct sources or had
only one directly quoted source. This fact may demonstrate superficiality in covering some events in
the newscasts at the public TV channel. Speaking about some topics, it was more appropriate to cite
several different sources to provide alternative opinions regarding the issue under discussion or to
offer more context information (e.g. the news item of December 4 titled “Disinformation as a
National Threat” about the Center for Strategic Communications and Combating Disinformation and
its mission, or the news item of December 3 titled “The Much-Coveted Romanian Citizenship” about
the growing number of Moldovans interested in regaining Romanian citizenship). From the
institutional perspective, the central public authority representatives remain the most frequently
cited sources (quoted or mentioned in the newscasts). Still, compared to the previous monitoring
terms (August 31 — September 6, 2020, and November 28 — December 4, 2023), the frequency of
direct or indirect quotes by the central and local authorities has decreased. Besides, a greater
diversity of sources covered in the newscasts is obvious — they include citizens, teachers, experts,
doctors, civic activists, farmers, and pupils. The persons directly or indirectly mentioned and quoted
most often as sources were the Government representatives (e.g. Minister Alexei Buzu), President Maia
Sandu, and such foreign officials as Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine, and Benjamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister of Israel.

From the deontological perspective, compared to the previous monitoring term (November 28 —
December 4, 2022), Moldova 1 somewhat improved its content quality, and fewer deontological
deviations were identified. The list of deviations includes the following.

* Facts mixed with opinions

a. Inthe news item of December 3 (“Lukashenko Visits Beijing”), the journalists covered the
visit of the President of the Republic of Belarus to China and made the following remark:
“The President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, a faithful ally of Moscow, pays a visit to
China on Sunday and Monday to meet with his Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, as
announced by the Belarusian presidency quoted by AFP. On Monday, he will have a
discussion with Xi Jinping regarding trade, economy, investment, and international
cooperation issues on the agenda, the Belarusian party said in a statement. Alexander
Lukashenko already paid a visit to the Chinese capital in late February; this visit was
thoroughly analyzed in the context of the Russian assault in Ukraine. The Belarusian
presidency has not mentioned this issue as a point for discussion during this visit so far.
China, Moscow’s close partner, has never publicly condemned Russia in spite of Western
appeals to do so. Belarus has common borders with Ukraine and Russia and is quite
dependent from these countries financially and politically.”

b. In the news item of December 4 (“History and Tradition”), in which Moldova 1 covered
the launch of the book titled “The Metropolitanate of Bessarabia. History and Tradition,”
the journalists mention that, “after the decades of Communist prohibitions and
oppression, the Metropolitanate of Bessarabia returns to the circuit of scientific truth. In
Chisinau, the book titled ‘The Metropolitanate of Bessarabia. History and Tradition’ has
been launched.”

c. In the news item of December 7 (“Unification of the Opposition, Still Suspended”), the
public TV channel journalists mention: “On Wednesday, several opposition parties took
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part in a conference where the 2023 local elections were analyzed. These are the groups

which had not achieved the desirable results at the elections.”
Lack of the right to reply. In the news titled “Anti-Lukashenko Demonstration” of
December 1, Moldova 1 journalists covered the protest organized near the Embassy of the
Republic of Belarus in the Republic of Moldova by the Belarusian community members
together with several Moldovan parliamentarians who protested against “Lukasenko’s
dictatorship.” Moldova 1 was supposed to offer the right to reply to the Embassy of the
Republic of Belarus or at least to demonstrate it has made an effort to obtain the diplomatic
mission’s reaction
Failure to indicate the source of borrowed video footage. In each newscast, foreign news ites
were broadcast (regarding the situation at the battlefields in Ukraine and Israel, foreign
presidents’ visits to various countries, climate conditions and weather in European countries,
etc.). Moldova 1 illustrated them with the footage borrowed from the other platforms
without indicating their source.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Broadcasting Council (BC), pursuant to Art. 13 (Ensuring Correct Information), Art.75
(Attributions of the Broadcasting Council), and Art. 86 (Cooperation with Civil Society) of the
Code of Audiovisual Media Services of the Republic of Moldova, shall monitor Moldova 1
channel to detect deontological and/or legislative breaches and apply rigorous sanctions in
justified cases.

Members of the Supervisory Board of the Public Institution Teleradio-Moldova Company
(TRM), under Art. 45 (Duties of the Supervisory Board) of the Code of Audiovisual Media
Services of the Republic of Moldova, and based on the internal regulatory framework, should
supervise the activity of Moldova 1 in order to realize its mission.

Directors and editors of Moldova 1 should supervise its editorial content, so that it be in line
with the mission of the public media — to cover the reality in a correct manner, without
favoring or disfavoring any people, institutions, political parties and/or politicians.

Moldova 1 reporters should prioritize the public interest when selecting topics for news
items, report all the relevant facts from the site impartially, and verify the information.

In addition, it is recommended to pay attention to the provisions of para. 5, Art. 13 “Ensuring Correct
Information” of the Code of Audiovisual Media Services of the Republic of Moldova, which stipulates:
“The following rules shall be observed in newscasts and debate programs:

a)
b)

c)

d)
e)

strictness and accuracy in writing and presenting the news;

the topic covered and the images accompanying the comment shall have real connection with
each other;

titles and texts broadcast on the screen shall reflect the essence of the facts and data
presented as reliably as possible;

if reconstructed events are being broadcast, this fact shall be clearly mentioned;

if any records obtained from the sources other than those of the newsroom are presented,
it shall be specified.”

24


https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=138546&lang=ro
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=138546&lang=ro
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=138546&lang=ro
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=138546&lang=ro
https://trm.md/ro/cadrul-legislativ
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=134139&lang=ro

