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Amplification of potential disinformation narratives
in YouTube comments

This report is part of the project supported by Sweden “Media Literacy Advancement and
Support to Moldovan Media” and implemented by Internews, which aims to contribute towards
the growth of a diverse, independent and financially viable media landscape in Moldova, and to
empower Moldovan youth to navigate their complex information environment.



INTRODUCTION

In recent years, YouTube has become an increasingly relevant platform in the online information
architecture of the Republic of Moldova, strengthening its role not only as a source of
entertainment, but also as a space for shaping public opinion on major socio-political events.

According to the latest research conducted by the Independent Journalism Centre (IJC), the
platform ranks second in terms of recognition among the most popular social networks in the
country. The Media Audience Study in the Republic of Moldova, published by the IJC in June
2025, shows that YouTube is one of the main sources of information for the majority of the
population: 85% of respondents say they use the platform constantly, with more than half (52%)
accessing it daily. The YouTube audience is predominantly young (18-24 years old),
professionally active, with a medium or higher level of education and income above the national

average, concentrated in urban areas, especially in the southern and northern regions and
Chisinau municipality.

Moreover, monitoring of 15 YouTube channels during the parliamentary election campaign of
September 2025 (29 August — 28 September) showed that the platform is a source of
dissemination of disinformation, particularly relevant in the electoral context by amplifying
manipulative messages.

Consequently, continued monitoring of the platform outside electoral exercises becomes
necessary to observe the extent to which YouTube functions as a space for the accumulation and
normalization of manipulative narratives in the long term. At the same time, this allows for an
analysis of the platform's potential to shape perceptions and attitudes of the general public before
those messages are amplified in periods of crisis or during the exercise of the voting right. In this
context, the comment section is particularly relevant, since observations documented in the
previous monitoring show that the messages shared by users on various video platforms are not
just simple spontaneous reactions, but rather active spaces for the production, reiteration and
coordination of messages.

MAIN TRENDS

Monitoring of the comment section on 57 YouTube channels, published during the period 1
December 2025 — 15 January 2026, mainly highlights the following findings:

1. YouTube comments actively contribute to the spread and reinforcement of
narratives with potential for disinformation, frequently going beyond the original
topic of the content.


https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/
https://mediacritica.md/youtube-in-campania-electorala-pentru-alegerile-parlamentare-dezinformare-difuzata-prin-continut-video-si-multiplicata-in-comentarii/

2. Almost half of the comments published during the monitoring period contain
problematic messages, including manipulative, alarmist or hostile content, which
suggests a high level of vulnerability of comment sections.

3. A significant share of comments explicitly violates YouTube Community
Guidelines and Standards.

METHODOLOGY

As part of the monitoring, the comment sections of 57 YouTube channels were analyzed with
the aim of assessing the dynamics of the most visible narratives with potential for disinformation
related to the economic situation and the energy crisis in the region. The analysis was carried out
using a digital artificial intelligence-assisted tool that monitored channels with publicly available
content and mapped the narratives exclusively based on user-generated messages in the comment
sections. The tool enabled the examination of the volume and frequency of comments, as well as
the patterns of interaction and amplification of messages. At the same time, comments that
explicitly violate YouTube community guidelines and standards were identified.

The object of the monitoring is user-generated content published in Romanian and Russian in
the comment section of the YouTube platform. The analysis does not target the actual video
content of the channels, but the public speech in the comment section, to the extent that it reflects
relevant political and social topics. The narratives were identified using a predefined list of
keywords, selected according to the research topic.

The disinformation narrative means a coherent, repetitive and recognizable discursive
construction intended to systematically distort reality in order to manipulate the perceptions,
attitudes or behaviours of the target audience. According to EUvsDisinfo of the European
External Action Service, a disinformation narrative is ‘a coherent set of statements and talking
points that are repeated over time and support a manipulative interpretive framework, often in
opposition to democratic values, international institutions or social cohesion’. Such narratives
may be deliberately spread by states, non-state actors or informal networks.

Monitoring subject. The YouTube channels were selected exclusively as a point of access to
their comment sections and did not aim to access or analyze the editorial content published by
them. The channels were selected based on a set of cumulative criteria relevant from both a
quantitative (audience) and a qualitative perspective (presence of problematic discourse in the
comment section). The list includes popular channels, which are active on socio-political topics,
selected based on publicly available, albeit incomplete, data provided by digital analytics
platforms such as SocialBlade and VidIQ, which were used as a guide to estimate the visibility
and activity of the channels. Only channels that publish regularly updated content and maintain a
constant presence on the platform were included. The list also includes the official channels of
the most popular television stations and news websites, according to the Media Audience Study



https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/

published in 2025 by the Independent Journalism Centre, as well as channels known for
problematic content and channels popular in the information spaces of Gagauzia and the
Transnistrian region.

No. of
Channel Source followers
TCB Tiraspol https://www.youtube.com/@tsvtiraspol 727000
TVS https://www.youtube.com/@TV8Moldova 174000
[epssrii [IpunaectpoBckmii  https:/www.youtube.com/@PervyPridnestrovsky 165000
ProTV Chisinau https://www.youtube.com/@protvchisinau5284 158000
Jurnal TV https://www.youtube.com/@jurnaltv 145000
Europa Libera Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@europa-libera-moldova 134000
Ziarul de Garda https://www.youtube.com/@Ziarul_de Garda 90300
TRM https://www.youtube.com/@TRMMDChannel 76700
Morari Live https://www.youtube.com/@morarilive 76000
TV6 https://www.youtube.com/@tvémd 75500
NewTVmd https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOvSvdpak TdL TsTSE2si-Nw 73700
Canal 5 https://www.youtube.com/@Canal5Smd 72300
Nicolae Chicu https://www.youtube.com/@nicolaechicu 71500
Newsmaker https://www.youtube.com/@NewsMakerOriginal 50800
Nokta https://www.youtube.com/@noktamd 44500
Primul in Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@PrimullnMoldovaTvTranslation 44300
AVATV https://www.youtube.com/@AndreiAndrievski 43300
Internetu' Graieste https://www.youtube.com/c/InternetuGr%C4%83ie%C8%99te 36300
Puterea a 4a https://www.youtube.com/@puterea_a_patra 35800
TVR Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@tvrmoldova4729 33400
TVC21 https://www.youtube.com/@tvc2 1channel/featured 29400
Nordnews https://www.youtube.com/@Nord-News 26700
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1TV Moldova https://www.youtube.com/(@1tvmoldova 2570

Costa Tatiana https://www.youtube.com/@COSTA_moldovanca 2210
24Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@24moldova 2090
Global 24 https://www.youtube.com/@Global24MD 1980
I'maBHOE. MOnmoBa https://www.youtube.com/@glavmoldova 1800
Moldova Pulse https://www.youtube.com/@MoldovaPulse 1690
Premiera TV Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@PREMIERATVMOLDOVA 708
Telegraph Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@telegraphmd/videos 646
Kristian Graieste https://www.youtube.com/@KTristiangr%C4%83ie%C8%99te.official/featured 502

The analysis is exploratory and descriptive in nature and is aimed at identifying recurring
narrative patterns rather than assessing the intentionality of the actors analyzed. This exercise is
based exclusively on publicly available data and does not allow for the assessment of the actual
intentions of the content creators or the way the audience internalizes the analyzed messages.
The findings should therefore be interpreted as indications of the dynamics of the narratives and
the associated informational risks, rather than as definitive attributions of responsibility or intent.
The identification of narratives with potential for disinformation within this analysis should not
be interpreted as a finding of the commission of disinformation within the meaning of the Code
of Audiovisual Media Services, a competence that falls exclusively to the Audiovisual Council.

Monitoring objectives:

- Identification and assessment of the main narratives with potential for disinformation
disseminated in YouTube comment sections;

- Assessment of the role of comments in reinforcing, diversifying and amplifying
narratives with potential for disinformation;

- Identification of the volume of messages that explicitly violate YouTube Community
Guidelines and Standards.

Monitoring period: 1 December 2025 — 15 January 2026
Monitoring object: comment section of 57 YouTube channels

Monitoring subject: narratives with potential for disinformation on the economic situation
and the energy crisis in the region
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MAIN MESSAGES

Between 1 December 2025 and 15 January 2026, the 57 channels published 6,811 videos that
collected 14,421 comments. 44% of them (about 6,350 comments) disseminated narratives
with potential for disinformation. The data indicate that the trend observed in the previous
monitoring is maintained: comments play a crucial role in the significant expansion and
consolidation of disinformation on YouTube.

Most narratives with potential for disinformation (over 4,500) were identified in the comments
left by users under videos on the TV6 Moldova channel. The messages left mainly referred to:
corruption and reproduction of corrupt practices by Moldovan elites (1,000); incompetence of
the Government and failed reforms (839); lack of transparency, bureaucracy and institutional
dysfunction (655); rising price and failure to protect vulnerable citizens (308); democratic
backsliding and political repression (288); dependence on foreign aid and loss of sovereignty
(145).

In significantly smaller proportions, messages in the same register and with a similar distribution
were also found under videos of other channels: Moldova (965 cases identified), Mlive (901
cases), Nokta.md (835 cases), ProTV Chisindu (675 cases), Primul in Moldova (636 cases). It
should be noted that a part of the total number of analyzed comments (1,391) contained two or
more narratives in the same message.

Il democratic backsliding and political repression [Jflj dependence on foreign aid and loss of sovereignty

nd failed reforms [l lack of transparency and institutional dysfunction
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Distribution of narratives identified in the comment sections of the analyzed channels
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Video-comment ratio in the dissemination of narratives

A total of 3,071 comments out of those analyzed included content that violates the
platform's policies and is reportable according to YouTube standards, and will be reported/
moderated.

These include:
- hate speech;
- harassment and intimidation;
- offensive or abusive content;
- messages that incite violent, harmful or dangerous actions.

Such comments contribute to the consolidation and re-dissemination of already established
narratives, which target, among others, sexual minorities; the issue of reunification with
Romania; the alleged risks of integration into the European Union; accusations regarding the
allocation of gas compensations; the necessity and impact of state financing from external funds;
attacks against the President Maia Sandu, as well as alarmist references to Maidan, the war in
Ukraine, slavery or genocide.

Observations show that many comments initially relate to the topic of the video under which
they are posted, for example, topics related to justice, the evolution of some legal cases, the
problem of heating in Chisinau municipality, the provision of gas compensations, the energy
crisis in the Transnistrian region, the supply of electricity, rates or calls by the authorities on
energy saving. Subsequently, however, the initial framework of the discussion is exceeded and
turns into generalized accusations against ‘everyone’ and ‘everything’ and a mixture of several
distinct topics in a single discourse. Commentators make negative associations between
unrelated facts and events, ignore the factual context and resort to an alarmist tone encouraging
different interpretations.



According to its community rules, YouTube prohibits promotion of pornography, incitement to
violence, harassment or hate speech, etc. on its platform. Comments that violate these provisions
are to be reported through a combination of automated detection and manual reporting. At the
same time, the Code of Ethics of Journalists of Moldova stipulates that ‘media institutions, in
administering websites, as well as pages/accounts on social networks, do not allow and do not
accept from the public, in reactions (comments), derogations from legal and ethical norms. To
this end, media institutions properly moderate reactions/comments to media products’.

Maia Sandu s-a iubit cu Plahotniuc si cu Filat, apoi la
inchisoare i-a bagat, unul a iesit cu ajutorul Procurorilor, altul
sta inchis la dorinta Judecétorilor. Maia, Plahotniuc, Filat,
miliardul au furat, au dat banii sutiniorilor lor si au ramas cu
curul gol. Miliardul acesta a fost cel mai insemnat, au furat si
s-au tradat, au mai furat si alte miliarde, dar nu se tradau pe
la spate. Multé lume rade, plénge, sté socatd, Presedinta
asta-i tare proasta, taie mii de locuri de munca psihopata,

31n MMABHIOKW BpyT, 4To B MOngoBe BCE B nopAAKe U
OHM Tak "MHOro" paboTtatoT 1 AenaroT ANA CTPaHbl... a Ha
CaMoM [ienie OHU MHOTO AeNaloT TONMbKO Ha CBOW KapMaH.
OHu oboppanu cTpaHy, a HapoA A0BENW A0 HULETbI - BOT
370 UX 3acnyra. lae ata npecnasytan 6opuba ¢

Hapoenu yxe 3Tu MonaaBcKue BNacTu C PYMbIHCKUMU
nacnoptamu!!! [1sypylHUKK, KOTOpbIE BbiNpawusaoT
Aexbrin y MBD, 4tobbl pa3noxuTs eBpo N0 CBOUM
KapmaHam.

vrea Unirea cu Romania si gata. Destrabalatii-LGBT din
Turma PAS, nu mai au rusine la obraz, au lucrat pentru
sutiniorii din Romania si din Europa, au obijduit toti oamenii
din Republica Moldova. (10 lanuarie 2026) Silvia Carazan
(Deleu)

A€ cenbl BLIMMPAIOT TaM CPOYHO HAA0 MEHATb BNACTb TakK
KaK 3T Kpaxabopbl He CNPaBNAKTCA . apecToBaTh BCEX
KOH(MCKaUMen MMyLLecTsa U 0TNpaBuTb 3a Yaywecky
MHaye 3Th TBapu NOry6AT CTPaHy.

koppynuuen ?! la eé HeT 1 He ByaeT NOTOMY YTO pyKa pyKy
MOET... KOPPYNUUOHEp Ha KOppYynUUOHepe CUANT OTTOro U
6orateloT. Koppynuua Kak nneceHb NPoHUKNa abcontoTHo
BO BCE OT MeNKMX YMHOBHUKOB A0 CYA0B W BNacTu.

[lo naBKu MEHTOB TPaKTOpPamu B NEPBYIO 04epeab HYXHO
3aHMMaTLCA C TEMW, KTO rO/IOCOM CBOWUM NPUBEN 3TUX
nupappacoB PASoBckux Bo BnacTb. Ho a fanblue Hy»Ho

paccnpasnATLCA C WOPaMU-BOPaMU1, MEHTaMM 1

NpoKypopamu, counanuctamn-Kkanmtannucrtamm u sBcemun
nugapactamv T nuaappacamuv B B HéprlX MaHTUAX Kak

CMepTb C KOCOW CyAbAMMU NAAPPACMU CyAe6HbIX
MHCTaHLWIA.
OHa oTpabaTbiBaeT COPOCOBCKME METOANYKU N
nnaHoMepHo yHu4ToXaeT Monposy B yrogy 3anapy.O eé
AaAeKBaTHOCTU AaXke peyb He HYXXHO BeCTU,Tam ee Het!

e ciivaennn

[la Hy Haxyi! Ceityac NpUwWNO CYET Ha CBET U A axyena
cKkonbko npuwno ! Yrobel Mana Caxpy sropena B Agy ¢ ee
cyeTaMu Ha 3NeKTPOIHEPrui

Hapop He He n3bpan, oHa raynantep poHAEpPNAH 1
amepukK, TUGO3HaA BOLWb Ha Tene MONAaBCKOro
rocyaapctsa v Hapoga. Hac ot Hee Tonbko Mocnoab
0cB060AUT,BLIGOPLI 3TO (PUKLMA, LWIMPMA eBPOAIMOKPATUK,

TAKAA TAKTUKA NPABUTENEN MONAOBbI NPEXAE

BCEIO HALEENEHA HE TO/IbKO HA IM4HOE
OBOrALLEHVE YWMHYLW MONAOBbLI U BNACTH

ronoay Wnu NOAHUMANN BYHTbI-,A CBOIOYU
BNIACTU COENAIOT HA 3TOM MANAH KAK HA
YKPAVHE W BOMHY!!! FPABEX U YHUYTOXEHVE

TAKUX CTPATEMWA CAHAY U EE
NPABUTENbCTBEHHOW BOPOBCKOW LWAWKM....

JrrviIurae.

Nemernicii astia din toate etajele de conducere a prmariei in
frunte cu tradatorul rusofon Ceban, Dodon Usati Stoianoglu
si alte lepre rusesti, trebuie cit mai repede scosi din circuit si
bagati dupa gratii. Cei din conducerea tarii trebuie sa
inteleaga , ca acesti nemernici tradatori folosesc democratia
pentru a o darima si a aduce din nou tara sub cizma rusilor,
unde numai lor le va fi bine.

ronioc HapoAa HUKaKoW Ponu He Urpaet. PaHblue npu

rPOMKUX CKaHAaanax BCem COCTaBOM B OTCTaBKy noaasanu,
a Tenepb? CMoTpUTE YTO Aenaet oHaepnAnH? Mo Hew
NOXW3HEHHaA nnayeT Kak v no CaypoHy ¢ Mepkenem n
MepLeM C BOeHHbIM TpubyHanom u 4to? Monuumio
3anycKaloT Kak cobak Ha 3aK/I04EHHbIX B TMTIEPOBCKOM
KOHLnarepe 1 caHay OT XO3AEB He OTCTaeT C NacoMm.

Selection of comments.

MONAOBbI, A NPEXAE BCrO CAENATb BESUCXOAHO
BEHbIM HAPO/1bl MONIAOBbI , YTOBbI MOMWUPANK C

HACENEHWA MONAOBbI - BOT ABE MMABHE 3A0AYX

Avocatura e parte al sectei teroriste justitiei religioase-
schizofrenice escroace! Secta asta nu face altceva, decat
debilizare i jaf. $i avocatii joaca un rol - de adormire pentru
jertvele candidate pentru jaf. Avocatul, procurorul i
judecatorul, impreuna aceasta grupare criminala cagtiga
bani indiferent de rezultatele aga numitei judecate. Ceia ce
faceti, adica jaf sistemic sub diferite pretexte escroace
legalizate, este mai grav ca robia $i genocidul! $i neapérat
vine timpul nu doar de raspundere, dar de razbunare cu
deposedarea tuturor bunurilor furate prin santaj, manipulare,
minciuni gi alte metode escroace!

Maia..ii 0 Mare Spurcaciune!!.. a vindut Americanilor
..poporul Mpldav!!! Doar D..| daca o va ierta!!!??? A bagat
poporul..intro saracieeeeee enorma!!!! Fa frumos strazile??
Dar staziile de epurare a apelor sint deeemult uitate!!! Ce
apa beau..cetateniiii??? Maia ..iti dai seama ca ucizziiiii
SANTATEA POPULTIEI?? Maaai..un program..maai nimic. !!!
In SANATATEA!! PoPULTIEI MOLDAVE!???? Doar.. Viaggi
al Estero ti interesa??... Caci esti ca o spurcata..vinduta!l.. la
americani..RUSINE!!!!!!!!! Sati FIE!! IDIOATO!!!!!

He 6yabTe HavBHbLIMK...3pA 4YTO N1 CaHay CTONbKO NeT
obnusbiBaeT xony Ypcyne ¢orflepnaitH...Canay xaét
TENnoe MecTeyko a eBponapnameHTe, MeNKUM Knepkom...a
MONAoBa - 3TO Kak AoMaluHee 3aaaHue,[oBecTn Ao
HULWeTbI...06bABUTL 6GaHKPOTOM U NpoAaTh 3a AELWeBO
cocefiHel cTpaHe...qyem bbicTpee cAacT Hac...Tem bbicTpee
CBUHTUT.. Botocb,He 3pA OHa 3aroBopuna o
pectbepeHayMe....3Ha4UT peaynbTaTthl YXKe roToBbl...

These comments were kept in their original form to show the content that does not comply with YouTube standards
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Analysis of user activity suggests intentional and, in some cases, coordinated distribution of
messages with potential for disinformation. During the monitoring period, 2,881 users posted
comments containing problematic narratives or messages with potential for disinformation. Of
these, 251 users stood out due to a high level of activity, each posting at least five comments.
Together, they generated 2,791 comments, indicating a significant concentration of problematic
content around a relatively small number of accounts. At the same time, 205 of these users
commented on at least three different channels, thereby expanding the visibility of the same
messages across multiple YouTube communities.

Another relevant indicator is that ten of the most active commenters were active for only one or
two days, during which they posted 57 comments, a pattern that may suggest a certain
intentionality. Furthermore, 271 comments with entirely identical copied text were identified,
reinforcing the hypothesis of a coordinated action or the reuse of standardized messages for the
artificial amplification of certain ideas and opinions.

CONCLUSIONS

The monitoring shows that YouTube comment sections are not only spaces where users express
their opinions, but can become important channels for the dissemination and amplification of
messages with potential for disinformation.

At the same time, the behaviour of a relatively small number of highly active users, the repetition
of identical messages, fully copied comments and the presence of the same accounts on multiple
channels may indicate an intentional amplification of certain ideas. This can influence the public
perception of sensitive topics in society and carries the risk of normalizing hostile discourse at
the expense of a discourse that would promote social cohesion.

In the absence of effective moderation by both the platform and channel administrators,
comment sections risk remaining a vulnerable space, with a direct impact on the quality of public
debate.

The monitoring was made possible with the support of the Society 22 organization's disint.ai
platform, by accessing publicly available YouTube data: channels, videos, and comments. The
processing, analysis and interpretation of these data were carried out entirely by disint.ai and
the Independent Journalism Centre and do not reflect the position of YouTube.
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