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War-related topics on YouTube:

indirect narratives in videos, radicalization in comments

This report is part of the project supported by Sweden “Media Literacy Advancement and
Support to Moldovan Media” and implemented by Internews, which aims to contribute towards
the growth of a diverse, independent and financially viable media landscape in Moldova, and to
empower Moldovan youth to navigate their complex information environment.



In recent years, YouTube has become an increasingly relevant platform in the online information
architecture of the Republic of Moldova, strengthening its role not only as a source of
entertainment, but also as a space for shaping public opinion on major socio-political events.

According to the latest research conducted by the Independent Journalism Centre (IJC), the
network ranks second in terms of recognition among the most popular social networks in the
country. The Media Audience Study in the Republic of Moldova, published by the IJC in June
2025, shows that YouTube is one of the main sources of information for the majority of the
population: 85% of respondents say they use the platform constantly, with more than half (52%)
accessing it daily. The YouTube audience is predominantly young (18-24 years old),
professionally active, with a medium or higher level of education and income above the national
average, concentrated in urban areas, especially in the southern and northern regions and
Chisinau municipality.

Moreover, monitoring of 15 YouTube channels during the parliamentary election campaign of
September 2025 (29 August — 28 September) showed that the platform is a source of
dissemination of disinformation, particularly relevant in the electoral context by amplifying
manipulative messages.

Consequently, continued monitoring of the platform outside electoral exercises becomes
necessary to observe the extent to which YouTube functions as a space for the accumulation and
normalization of manipulative narratives in the long term and whether it is able to shape
perceptions and attitudes of the general public before those messages are amplified in periods of
crisis or during the exercise of the voting right. In this context, the comment section is
particularly relevant, since observations documented in the previous monitoring show that the
messages shared by users on various video platforms are not just simple and spontaneous
reactions, but rather active spaces for the production, reiteration and coordination of messages.

METHODOLOGY

As part of the monitoring conducted throughout the month of February, we analyzed the
dynamics of the most visible narratives with potential for disinformation related to the topic of
war — both the large-scale armed conflict initiated by the Russian Federation in Ukraine, and
war-related topics concerning the Republic of Moldova and the Transnistrian region. We also
examined how these narratives are propagated and amplified in the comment sections of the
YouTube platform. For this purpose, we used an Al-assisted technological solution, which
'scanned’ channels with publicly available content and mapped the narratives, analyzing both
their volume and frequency, as well as their amplification in the comments. The platform also
identified the content that explicitly violates YouTube’s regulations and community standards.
The cases identified using Al were reviewed by the authors of the report.


https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/
https://mediacritica.md/youtube-in-campania-electorala-pentru-alegerile-parlamentare-dezinformare-difuzata-prin-continut-video-si-multiplicata-in-comentarii/

The object of the monitoring is content published in Romanian and Russian disseminated in
videos and published by users in the comment section of the YouTube platform. The analysis
targets only the public content, insofar as it reflects political and social topics relevant to the
information space. As regards war-related topics, four narratives with clear disinformation
potential and several sub-narratives were predefined, as follows:

1. Russia's actions in Ukraine are legitimate or justified: Ukraine provoked Russia to
war; Ukraine invoked the conflict in Donbas; Ukraine escalates this conflict in order not
to end the war; the reason for the Russia’s war lies in historical unity; Ukraine is not
interested in ending the war; Vladimir Putin's actions concerning Ukraine/the war in
Ukraine are justified/objective;

2. Russia will win the war in Ukraine: Russia will achieve victory in the war in any case;
Russia is obviously winning on the battlefield; sanctions do not affect Russia's ability to
win the war;

3. An armed conflict in the Transnistrian region is being prepared: Romania wants to
destroy the Transnistrian region; Moldova wants to destroy the Transnistrian region;
Ukraine wants to destroy the Transnistrian region; Romania is preparing a war in the
Transnistrian region; liquidation of the Transnistrian region by military means; the
abolition of the Transnistrian region by military means;

4. The Western powers draw the Republic of Moldova into war: NATO draws Moldova
into war; the West draws Moldova into war; the EU draws Moldova into war; the West
draws Moldova into war.

The disinformation narrative means a coherent, repetitive and recognizable discursive
construction intended to systematically distort reality in order to manipulate the perceptions,
attitudes or behaviours of the target audience. According to EUvsDisinfo of the European
External Action Service, a disinformation narrative is ‘a coherent set of statements and talking
points that are repeated over time and support a manipulative interpretive framework, often in
opposition to democratic values, international institutions or social cohesion’. Such narratives
may be deliberately spread by states, non-state actors or informal networks.

Monitoring subject. The YouTube channels were selected based on a set of cumulative criteria.
The list includes popular channels, which are active on socio-political topics, selected based on
publicly available, albeit incomplete, data provided by digital analytics platforms such as
SocialBlade and VidIQ, which were used as a guide to estimate the visibility and activity of the
channels. Only channels that publish regularly updated content and maintain a constant presence
on the platform were taken into account. The initial list was completed by inclusion of official
channels of the most popular television stations and news websites, according to the Media
Audience Study published in 2025 by the IJC, as well as channels known for allegedly



https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/
https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/

publishing a problematic content and channels popular in the information spaces of Gagauzia

and the Transnistrian region.

Channel

TCB Tiraspol

TVS

[lepssii IIpunnecTpoBCKuii

ProTV Chisinau

Jurnal TV

Europa Libera Moldova

Ziarul de Garda

TRM

Morari Live

TV6

NewTVmd

Canal 5

Nicolae Chicu

Newsmaker

Nokta

Primul in Moldova

AVATV

Internetu' Graieste

Puterea a 4a

TVR Moldova

TVC21

Source

https://www.youtube.com/@tsvtiraspol

https://www.youtube.com/@TV8Moldova

https://www.youtube.com/(@PervyPridnestrovsky

https://www.youtube.com/@protvchisinau5284

https://www.youtube.com/@jurnaltv

https://www.youtube.com/(@ecuropa-libera-moldova

https://www.youtube.com/@Ziarul_de Garda

https://www.youtube.com/@TRMMDChannel

https://www.youtube.com/@morarilive

https://www.youtube.com/@tvémd

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOvSvdpak TdLTsT5SE2si-Nw

https://www.youtube.com/@Canal5md

https://www.youtube.com/(@nicolaechicu

https://www.youtube.com/@NewsMakerOriginal

https://www.youtube.com/(@noktamd

https://www.youtube.com/@PrimullnMoldovaTvTranslation

https://www.youtube.com/(@AndreiAndrievski

https://www.youtube.com/c/InternetuGr%C4%831e%C8%99te

https://www.youtube.com/@puterea_a_patra

https://www.youtube.com/@tvrmoldova4729

https://www.youtube.com/@tvc21channel/featured

No. of
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727000

174000

165000

158000

145000

134000

90300

76700

76000

75500

73700

72300

71500

50800

44500

44300

43300

36300

35800

33400

29400
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https://www.youtube.com/@jurnaltv
https://www.youtube.com/@europa-libera-moldova
https://www.youtube.com/@Ziarul_de_Garda
https://www.youtube.com/@TRMMDChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@morarilive
https://www.youtube.com/@tv6md
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOvSvdpakTdLTsT5E2si-Nw
https://www.youtube.com/@Canal5md
https://www.youtube.com/@nicolaechicu
https://www.youtube.com/@NewsMakerOriginal
https://www.youtube.com/@noktamd
https://www.youtube.com/@PrimulInMoldovaTvTranslation
https://www.youtube.com/@AndreiAndrievski
https://www.youtube.com/c/InternetuGr%C4%83ie%C8%99te
https://www.youtube.com/@puterea_a_patra
https://www.youtube.com/@tvrmoldova4729
https://www.youtube.com/@tvc21channel/featured

Nordnews

GRT

Newsmaker Stiri

Gabriel Calin

Gonta media

Realitatea Moldova

Moldova.org

Exclusiv TV

Vocea Basarabiei

Agora Moldova

One TV

RISE Moldova

TV Bilti

Moldova Online

Tv Nord

IPN

Bbenpepckoe TeneBunenue

Radar Politic

Cinema 1

TEMA

N4

CII | HoBoct

Unimedia

Late Buimistru

https://www.youtube.com/@Nord-News

https://www.youtube.com/@grt md

https://www.youtube.com/@NewsMakerStiri

https://www.youtube.com/(@calinlive

https://www.youtube.com/(@GheorgheGonta00 1

https://www.youtube.com/@RealitateaMoldova

https://www.youtube.com/(@moldovaorg

https://www.youtube.com/@Exclusiv_tv

https://www.youtube.com/(@vocea.basarabiei

https://www.youtube.com/(@AgoraMoldova

https://www.youtube.com/@OneTV_md

https://www.youtube.com/(@risemoldova9279

https://www.youtube.com/@TVBalti

https://www.youtube.com/@moldovaonline1991

https://www.youtube.com/(@TVNordMoldova

https://www.youtube.com/(@agentiadepresaipn

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQu1iJ1cnt9bS2WMs5HUSdw

https://www.youtube.com/(@RadarPolitic/featured

https://www.youtube.com/(@CINEMA-¢12zb

https://www.youtube.com/(@esti_tema

https://www.youtube.com/(@n4moldova

https://www.youtube.com/@GazetaSP

https://www.youtube.com/(@UnimediaVIDEQO

https://www.youtube.com/@LATE BUIMISTRU

26700

24500

23300

22000

21500

20100

18500

15800

15300

15400

14900

13600

13600

13300

13100

11800

10700

10200

10100

9330

7140

6700

5540

4890
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https://www.youtube.com/@RealitateaMoldova
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https://www.youtube.com/@OneTV_md
https://www.youtube.com/@risemoldova9279
https://www.youtube.com/@TVBalti
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https://www.youtube.com/@TVNordMoldova
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https://www.youtube.com/@CINEMA-el2zb
https://www.youtube.com/@n4moldova
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https://www.youtube.com/@UnimediaVIDEO
https://www.youtube.com/@LATE_BUIMISTRU

Coto3 Poccusi-MomnoBa https://www.youtube.com/(@soyzmdru/featured 4540

GagauzMedia https://www.youtube.com/@Gagauz_Media 4220
Star TV https://www.youtube.com/@STARTVMOLDOVA 3170
1TV Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@1tvmoldova 2570
Costa Tatiana https://www.youtube.com/@COSTA_moldovanca 2210
24Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@24moldova 2090
Global 24 https://www.youtube.com/@Global24MD 1980
I'maBHOE. MOnmoBa https://www.youtube.com/@glavmoldova 1800
Moldova Pulse https://www.youtube.com/@MoldovaPulse 1690
Premiera TV Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@PREMIERATVMOLDOVA 708

Telegraph Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@telegraphmd/videos 646

Kristian Graieste https://www.youtube.com/@KTristiangr%C4%83ie%C8%99te.official/featured 502

The analysis is exploratory and descriptive in nature and is aimed at identifying recurring
narrative patterns rather than assessing the intentionality of the actors analyzed. This exercise is
based exclusively on publicly available data and does not allow for the assessment of the actual
intentions of the content creators or the way the audience internalizes the messages. The findings
should therefore be interpreted as indications of informational risks, rather than as definitive
attributions of responsibility or intent. The identification of narratives with potential for
disinformation within this analysis should not be interpreted as a finding of the commission of
disinformation within the meaning of the Code of Audiovisual Media Services, a duty that falls
exclusively to the Audiovisual Council.

Monitoring objectives:

- Identification and assessment of the main narratives with potential for disinformation
disseminated on YouTube related to war;

- Assessment of the role of comments in reinforcing, diversifying and amplifying
narratives with potential for disinformation;

- Identification of the volume of messages that explicitly violate YouTube Community
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Guidelines and Standards.

Monitoring period: 1 — 28 February 2026
Monitoring object: video content in the comment section of 57 YouTube channels

Monitoring subject: narratives with potential for disinformation on the war in Ukraine and its
impact on the Republic of Moldova

GENERAL DATA

During February, 4,674 videos were broadcast and 14,815
comments were published on the 57 channels targeted by this
monitoring, finding a total of 769 cases, mainly in user
comments, in which messages with potential for disinformation
on the topic of this report were promoted. According to the data,
the messages were distributed as follows:

- Russia's actions in Ukraine are legitimate or justified

(46%),
- an armed conflict in the Transnistrian region is being

prepared (25%);
- the Western powers draw the Republic of Moldova into

o/)- russian actions are legitimate or justified — 353
war (18%), o

. . . . . 0
- RuSSla Wlll win the war mn Ukl’élll’le (11 A)) transnistria (prednistrovie) existence is threatened

— 189 (25%)

western powers drags moldova into the war — 139
(18%)

russia will win the war in ukraine — 88 (11%)

The dynamics of the spread of messages during the four weeks of the monitoring were uneven. It
can be observed that the volume of content about the region on the left bank of the Nistru river
peaked around 7 February, in connection with several events regarding the energy crisis in the
region, and messages regarding the justification of the war in the neighbouring country recorded
a maximum number on 27 February, when the fourth anniversary of the invasion was marked.



SHIFTING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE WAR

The videos distributed on the channels during February did not include clear statements about the
fact that the actions of the Russian Federation or Vladimir Putin towards Ukraine/the war in
Ukraine are justified/objective. However, several opinions were shared, mainly by guests of talk
shows, which shift the responsibility for the continuation of the war from the Russian Federation
to Ukraine, European leaders and NATO. It is precisely this shift of responsibility, i.e. depicting
the actions of the neighbouring state and Western countries and the actions of the Kremlin in a
negative light, that works as an indirect tool for legitimizing Russian aggression and
strengthening the narrative according to which peace is being prevented by Kiev and the West,
rather than by Moscow.

For example, in an edition of the MLive channel, H.D. Hartmann, introduced by |Natalia Morari
as an analyst from Romania, explicitly formulates the idea of Ukrainian and European leaders
sabotaging peace: ‘Here [ still have to find out who is sabotaging Trump's peace plan in
Ukraine. Is it Zelensky, is it Macron, is it Merz, is it von der Leyen, is it Starmer or is it all
together?’ The rhetorical question is reinforced by violent and discrediting assessments of the
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky: ‘A worthless clown, an illegal president, you defend
nothing but your family and your own wealth.’ The guest further states that Great Britain, France
and Germany ‘sabotage peace and have an interest’, and Zelensky ‘sacrifices his economy,
people, country in the name of Great Britain’. The phrase ‘Zelensky — a wretched clown — in
cahoots with Macron, Merz and Starmer, they want the war to continue’ summarizes the essence
of the message: the war is attributed to the political will of Kiev and European capitals, not to
Russian aggression.



On the same channel and in the same vein, the analyst Sergei Banari argued that ‘for Zelensky
and for most of the European political class a peace agreement in Ukraine is a political
obituary, an obituary of their political existence’. He also states that ‘the main propagandists of
the war’ are in Brussels that ‘legalize any crimes’ and ‘support Zelensky’s group’.

‘There are people in Brussels who support continuation of the conflict with Russia, people who
oppose the peace process initiated by Trump,’ the message of Valeriu Demidetchi on the TVC
21 channel was. The guest also recalls one of the central theses of Russian propaganda regarding
NATO expansion: ‘The Russians have repeatedly demanded and said that NATO should not be
expanded to their borders. Once, twice, three times. And then happened what happened.’ The
phrase ‘then happened what happened’ can be perceived as an implicit justification for the
Russian military response, presented as an almost inevitable consequence of ignoring Moscow’s
‘warnings.” And the phrase ‘the West had more tools than the Russians to prevent this war’ once
again shifts the responsibility for preventing the war from Russia to the West.

And the intervention of former socialist MP Vasile Bolea, in another show also on TVC 21,
reinforces the narrative: ‘One of the reasons is the expansion of NATO'’s military infrastructure,
which is not at all a friendly alliance towards Russia.” He also evokes ‘Russia’s requests to the
US and NATO regarding security guarantees in 2021, which were simply spat on in the eye,’
adding that ‘Russia warned that it would pursue its interests anyway, and in this case it was a
security interest.’ In this case, the war fits within the paradigm of Russia’s ‘legitimate security
interests,” and the military aggression is justified as if it were a reaction to ignoring reasonable
requests.

SCENARIOS AND INSUNISIONS REGARDING CHISINAU AND TIRASPOL

In the monitored video materials, guests of some informative-analytical and debate programs
shared, on the one hand, the thesis regarding the alleged transformation of the Republic of
Moldova into a military tool of the West, the EU or NATO, and on the other hand, insinuated
that the authorities in Chisinau, together with external actors, would prepare a forceful solution
for the Transnistrian region.

In a short intervention distributed by the Moldova channel, where the MD24 logo can be seen,
former socialist MP Oleg Savva stated, referring to the upcoming elections on the left bank of
the Nistru river, that ‘the West will provoke Transnistria’ and that ‘not only Moldovan special
services, but also the special services of other states’ will try to influence the situation, having
‘prepared certain provocations’. In the same intervention, he introduced the hypothesis of a
‘forceful solution to the Transnistrian issue’, alluding to a possible military scenario in which
Chisinau and Western actors would seek to take advantage of the military potential in the region,
including the ammunition in Cobasna. On the same channel, Denis Veatkin (presented as a civic



activist, but, in fact, the presenter of the ‘Important’ show on TVC 21), referred to recent arms
acquisitions and participation in NATO exercises, and linking them to the assumption that
‘everything is moving toward a certain escalation’. ‘It is possible that Chisinau may also act
from the position of force today. Thus, it could demonstrate to the left bank that, if necessary, we
can reintegrate our country by force’, he said.

The statements of Vitalii Ignatiev, the so-called foreign minister of the Transnistrian region,
broadcast by Pervii Pridnestroskii, fall into the same category. According to him, the Republic of
Moldova ‘is militarizing’, and the United States, the European Peace Facility and NATO states
are allegedly sponsoring the arming of Chisinau, including military equipment and attack drones.
Even though the message does not contain a clear call for the idea of an imminent attack on the
region on the left bank of the Nistru river, it portrays the Republic of Moldova as a militarized
actor, armed from the outside and, therefore, potentially aggressive.

A similar narrative was echoed on the TCB channel by Vadim Cravciuc, the so-called MP of the
Transnistrian region, who compared the Republic of Moldova with the Ukrainian scenario and
claimed that the regime in Chisinau would act ‘according to the methodology once written for
Ukraine’. He also insists that ‘NATO troops are already moving on the territory of the Republic
of Moldova’, suggesting that rapprochement with the West inevitably precedes militarization,
loss of sovereignty and war.

Boris Sapovalov, presented on the Moldova channel and on TV6 as a political scientist and
historian, claims on both sources that neither the EU, nor NATO ‘needs Moldova’ as a real
partner, but only as a ‘military training ground’ or as a ‘buffer state’ used in the confrontation
with Russia. On TV6, he stated that the country is needed only ‘as a kind of military training
ground, nothing more’, and on the Moldova channel he reiterated the idea in similar terms,
saying that Moldova is useful to the European Union only as a state that can be used ‘following
the example of Ukraine, (...) to counter the Russian Federation’. The statements of Alexei
Lungu, the leader of the Sansa (en: Chance) party, follow the same idea: the Republic of
Moldova is useful to Romania and the European Union as a buffer space, ‘fo be as far away as
possible from certain military actions and conflicts’, and the EU would be ‘very happy’ that
there are separate states, such as Moldova and Ukraine, where ‘military actions’ and even
‘military, chemical, biological experiments’ can take place.

Also on the Moldova channel, the idea was shared that the authorities in Chisinau are
deliberately abandoning social and economic priorities in order to integrate the country into a
Western military project. Specifically, the presenter of a program stated, in the context of the
Munich Security Conference, that President Maia Sandu is ready, in the name of the new
European security architecture, to give up both the sovereignty and neutrality of the state, and



public resources would be redirected from the economy to defence. The conclusion is: ‘Instead
of butter, there will be cannons.’

Two other subjects widely covered in the press in February are relevant to the monitored topics:
the alleged clandestine construction of a weapons factory in the Republic of Moldova and the
development plan for the Chisinau International Airport for the next 30 years and the possible
development of the Marculesti airport. In the first case, among the accusations made by Vasile
Costiuc against the ruling party, the leader of the Democratia Acasa (en: Democracy Home)
party stated that, in this way, the Republic of Moldova and its citizens would have been
transformed into a ‘legitimate target’ for the Russian Federation and that the army would be
fully brought up to NATO standards. As regards the Marculesti airport, the TV6/Canal 5 reporter
stated that ‘a number of experts’, without naming specific sources, would claim that the
reconstruction of the airports would make sense exclusively for military purposes, within the
infrastructure created by the EU for a possible conflict with Russia by 2030. ‘Eyewitnesses have
repeatedly observed NATO military aircraft in the sky near Marculesti town,” the source
concluded.

DOMINANT NARRATIVES IN THE COMMENTS

954 of the comments shared during the monitoring period distributed at least one of the
predefined narratives within this monitoring, equivalent to 6% of the total number of comments
placed during the month. Analysis of the ratio of cases identified in videos versus those in
comments shows a continuation of the trend observed in previous monitoring: comments play a
significant role in the expansion and consolidation of disinformation on YouTube.

W Comment hits [l Video hits

Video-comment ratio in the dissemination of narratives


https://mediacritica.md/categorie/monitorizarea-presei/

The most problematic messages were identified in the comments left by users on the materials on
the Nokta.md channel (115 cases), followed closely by TV6 Moldova (108 cases). In
significantly smaller proportions, messages from the same register were also distributed under
the videos of other channels.

120

60

30 -

Distribution of narratives identified in the comment sections of the analyzed channels

626 comments out of those analyzed included content that violates the platform's policies
and is reportable according to YouTube standards, and will be reported/ moderated.

These include:
- hate speech;
- harassment and intimidation;
- offensive or abusive content;
- messages that incite violent, harmful or dangerous actions.

The main narratives promoted in these comments are pro-Russian, anti-Ukrainian, anti-EU and
anti-NATO. The messages present Russia as a ‘liberator’, and the war against Ukraine is
justified by references to alleged threats from the West and the idea of a criminal and illegal
‘Nazi regime’ in Kiev. At the same time, explicit calls for violence against Ukrainians are
transmitted, to which collective guilt as a society is attributed. As regards the Republic of
Moldova, several comments convey the idea that our country is being pushed by the EU, the
West and Maia Sandu towards war with Russia, and that the population of Moldova is to be
transformed into ‘cannon fodder’. The leadership in Chisinau is labelled as a traitor, a Western
puppet and responsible for an alleged ‘sale’ of the country. At the same time, the European
Union is described as an aggressive, corrupt and fascist project, being associated even with the
Reich.



According to its community rules, YouTube prohibits promotion of pornography, incitement to
violence, harassment or hate speech, etc. on its platform. Comments that violate these provisions
are to be reported through a combination of automated detection and manual reporting. At the
same time, the Code of Ethics of Journalists of Moldova stipulates that ‘media institutions, in
administering websites, as well as pages/accounts on social networks, do not allow and do not

accept from the public, in reactions (comments), derogations from legal and ethical norms. To
this end, media institutions properly moderate reactions/comments to media products’.

Dumnezeu care e mai bum si mai de nadejde nu va ajuta
criminalii fascisti ai lui zelenschi...ei for fi spulberati de
glorioasa armata rusa .

Poccua ocsoboxgaeT YKpauHy 0T KpUMUHANbHOrO
PyKOBOACTBA KOTOPbIe 3aTeANnn yHU4TOXeHne Hapoga no
cueHapuio Esponbl

- -
- -
Mongaeuio, YKpauHy y>xe BCto npoganu. Hacenenue

Aroganta ukrainei depaseste limitele normale de asta trebuie [OMKHO NOWTM Ha Y6OiA B BOWHE ¢ Poccueid. MnaHbi

trimisi toti ukrainenii acasa si inchise toate granitele in plus
de nu mai permis armamentului sa tranziteze ...asa trebuie
de procedat cu imbecilii si cu arogantii...bine face Putin si
Rusia.. Bravo lui Putin

'Tnepa HUKTO He oTMeHAN. EBpocoto3y (YeTBepTHOMY
peixy) Hy>XHbl 3eM/1 Ha BOCTOKE U 6e33emMenbHble pabbl

[a Ho He 3abyab WTO B YKpanHe awmncTbl C Xuranu nioau
3axueo B Opecce 2014 roay a goH6ac 3abbin wWronu
YKpauHy aaBHO Haao 6bino CTepeTh € iMua 3eMnIn Tam
0AHM (hawmncTbl Tam 3a UHTepec 3anana nornbatoT MUpHbIe
noan

Monpgoea noagnucana c praMHOﬁ A0roBop 0 BOEHHO
TEXHUYECKON NoMoLn , CKOpPO MOoNnAoBaH NoOroHAT ymupaTtb
3a 3e/1IeHCKOoro

W BnpAmb , 3a4em Mongose AMNK , nnogopoaHble 3emnu ,
capbl , BAHOrpagHUKM , yXOXXeHHble nona 1?7? Jlyywe Ha HuX
NOCTPOUTbL BOEHHbIE 6a3sbl , NONEeroHbl , BOBHHbIE 3aBOoAabI |,
BOEHHbIE a3pPOAPOMbI , 3a0AAHO Nepeaenaem sce
HauvoHanbHble Tpacchl , MXK[ , [XypaxynewTsl y Hac yxe
oTo6panu ! Bce aTo no npukasy EC n 6nmnxanwmnx cocenei
! OHM roTOBATCA K 60MbLLIOI BOHe ¢ Poccueit ! U um oueHb
6yAyT Hy>XXHbl NATPOHbI ANA FPAXAAHCKOrO OrHECTPENIbHOro
opyxwua | U Bce OHW 3TO NNaHupyloT caenath C MUPHOA ,
HeiTpanbHoM , ManeHbkoi Mongosoii ! Ckonbko Hapoa
elje co6MpaeTCA TepneTb U MONYaTh , NOKa ero TOXe He
caenaloT nyweyHbiM Macom 12?2? JOS , Sandu ! JOS , PAS !
ANTICIPATE !

Bravo! Acum asteptam urmatorul episode- despre M Sandu
si echipa ei. ALTA TRADARE - de data asta pentru asa
numitii prieteni din UE- FACTUALII RATATI ( daca i luam la
rand pe fiecare - toti, adica absolut toti au fost niste ratati in
pozitiile precedente). Majoritatea au dosare deschise -
coruptie. Pe scurt- incompetenti, aroganti, hoti si mai bine-
se indreapta cu mandrie spre al 4lea Reich prin atitudinea
fata de oamenii de rand. Dictatura in devenire. Deci aici vrea
sa ne aduca Sandu- o alta marioneta care de fapt deja a
vandut tara si mai are putin sa ne bage si in razboi cu rusii
de dragul stapanilor de la Brussel, Paris si bineinteles
Londra. Da...vai de noi si de tarisoara noastra ... Asteptam
deci urmatorul episod

» ———

4TO MIOXOro B TOM, 4TO6bI UATW HA (POPOHT U y6UBaTHL

POCCWA He arpeccop! POCCUA
Hauyana v seaét CBO C O[IHOM EAUHCTBEHHOW
LIENBIO - BALUNTUTL CBOU IPAHULIBI OT
BECCOBECTHO - HAMEIOWENO HATO ! CO30ABATb
BCE BOJIbWEE KOJIMYECTBO CTPAH , BXOAALLUUX B
HATO , PABMELLIAA CBOW BOEHHbIE BA3bl MO BCEMY
NEPUMETPY POCCUWN! POCCUA NPECNEAYET B
HACTOALEE BPEMA OAHY LIENb - CO3O0AHUE
[ONrOCPOYHOIO MUPA B IAHHbBI MOMEHT - C
YKPAVHOM .A 3TO BOSMOXXHO TOJIbKO MPU
CBEP>XXEHUWN CEFOAHALWHEIO KNEBCKOrO
HAUMCTCKO - HEODALLIMCTCKOro sAHOEPOBCKOIo
PEXXUMA !

yKpauHUeB? ecnv ykpavHubl BeayT ce6A BOT Takum
o6pa3oMm: ycTpamBaioT NepeBopoThbl, (huHaHCUMpyeMmble 13
3arpaHuLibl, NPOBOOAAT rocyAapCTBEHHYIO
AVCKPUMUHALUMOHHYIO NONMTUKY, YATATb KHUMN Ha PyCCKOM
BOH 3anpeTunu, BeflyT rpaxAaHcKyto BOMHY 1 ybusaiot
CBOMX € rpaxaH 13 3a TOro, 4TO OHW He TOro ATHUYECKOro
NPOVCXOXAEHWA U NONNTUHECKWX B3rNAAOB - NoYeMy 6bl He
NOMTKN Ha (OPOHT U He ybmBaTb Takux ykpavHues?! moeT
NOTOMY YTO KOHKPETHO 3TOT MONAOBaHWUH U TaKue Xe Kak
OH MonaoBaHe xoTenu 6bl AenaTtb TOXe camoe B monaose?

Selection of comments in their original form

Kakue-To HeymHble 06BUHAIOT Poccuio, Bpoae - Hanana Ha
YkpawuHy, a Poccuna 6opetca npotus 6a3 HATO Ha
YkpauHe! 3abbinu, kak no npukasy 3anaga He3akoHHbIe
yKpauvHckue npucnewwHnku 6oméunmn mupHbein [lonb6acc?!
3abbinv Npo NpecTynHbIN NoNUTUYEeCKUn Manpan?! 3abbinu
npo coX\OkeHHbIX B [lome npodcoto3os B Opecce?!
MPUXOXXAHE! CMTACUBO 3a Bawwy 60pbby 1 CTOMKOCTb!


https://transparencyreport.google.com/youtube-policy/removals?hl=ro
https://consiliuldepresa.md/ro/page/codul-deontologic-al-jurnalistului-din-r-moldova

CONCLUSIONS

The monitoring of the content distributed during February on 57 YouTube channels and in the
comment sections shows of the platform that, on the topic of war, it is less a space for direct
expression of disinformation narratives and more a space for their indirect legitimation. In
the analyzed video materials, explicit formulations corresponding to the predefined narratives for
this exercise were not identified, as a rule, but messages were repeatedly voiced that, in the case
of the war in Ukraine, shift responsibility for the continuation of the war from the Russian
Federation to Ukraine, European leaders and NATO. In the case of the Republic of Moldova and
the Transnistrian region, these messages exploit speculative scenarios about militarization, loss
of neutrality or transformation of the area into a ‘testing ground’. At the same time, problematic
discourses are not limited to the conflict in Ukraine, but are adapted to the local context and to
concerns related to the security of the Republic of Moldova.

The comments section remains the main space for the expansion and radicalization of narratives.
Problematic messages were identified mainly in user comments, and a significant part of them
represent content that can be reported to YouTube: hate speech, harassment, verbal abuse and
incitement to violence. In the absence of effective moderation by both the platform and channel
administrators, comment sections risk remaining a vulnerable space, with a direct impact on the
quality of public debate.

This monitoring was made possible using the disint.ai platform developed by Society 22, which
accessed YouTube'’s public data: channels, videos, and comments. The processing, analysis, and
interpretation of this data were carried out entirely by disint.ai and the Center for Independent
Journalism and do not reflect YouTube’s position.


https://disint.ai/
https://disint.ai/

