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Narratives recycled on YouTube in

the context of the events celebrated on
9 May

The report is part of the project supported by Sweden “Media Literacy Advancement and
Support to Moldovan Media” and implemented by Internews, which aims to contribute towards
the growth of a diverse, independent and financially viable media landscape in Moldova, and to
empower Moldovan youth to navigate their complex information environment.



In recent years, YouTube has become an increasingly relevant platform in the online information
architecture of the Republic of Moldova, strengthening its role not only as a source of
entertainment, but also as a space for shaping public opinion on major socio-political events.

According to the latest researches conducted by the Independent Journalism Centre (IJC), the
network ranks second in terms of recognition among the most popular social networks in the
country. The Media Audience Study in the Republic of Moldova, published by the IJC in June
2025, shows that YouTube is one of the main sources of information for the majority of the
population: 85% of respondents say they use the platform constantly, with more than half (52%)
accessing it daily. The YouTube audience is predominantly young (18-24 years old),
professionally active, with a medium or higher level of education and income above the national
average, concentrated in urban areas, especially in the southern and northern regions and
Chisinau municipality.

Moreover, monitoring of 15 YouTube channels during the parliamentary election campaign of
September 2025 (29 August — 28 September) showed that the platform is a source of
dissemination of disinformation, particularly relevant in the electoral context by amplifying
manipulative messages.

Consequently, continued monitoring of the platform outside electoral exercises becomes
necessary to observe the extent to which YouTube functions as a space for the accumulation and
normalization of manipulative narratives in the long term and whether it is able to shape
perceptions and attitudes of the general public before they are amplified in periods of crisis or
during the exercise of the voting right. In this context, the comment section is particularly
relevant, since observations documented in the previous monitoring show that the messages
shared by users on various video platforms are not just simple and spontaneous reactions, but
rather active spaces for the production, reiteration and coordination of messages.

METHODOLOGY

As part of this monitoring, we observed the extent to which some narratives and messages
targeting the EU - Russia dichotomy were brought back into discussion, in the context of
celebrating 9 May in the Republic of Moldova, and the divisions of opinions in society regarding
the significance of this date (Victory Day versus Europe Day, Soviet nostalgia, European values,
etc.). We also examined how these narratives are propagated and amplified in the comment
section of the YouTube platform. For this purpose, we used an Al-assisted technological solution
that ‘scanned’ channels with publicly available content and mapped the narratives, analyzing
both their volume and frequency, as well as their amplification in the comments. The platform
also identified content that explicitly violates YouTube Community Guidelines and Standards.
The cases identified with the help of Al were reviewed by the authors of the report.


https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/
https://mediacritica.md/youtube-in-campania-electorala-pentru-alegerile-parlamentare-dezinformare-difuzata-prin-continut-video-si-multiplicata-in-comentarii/

The object of the monitoring is content in Romanian and Russian, distributed in videos and
published by users in the comment section of the YouTube platform. The analysis focuses
exclusively on public content insofar as it reflects political and social topics relevant to the
information space. As regards the topic of this report, the following narratives were found:

1. The economy of the Republic of Moldova was more prosperous alongside
Russia/during the Soviet period;

2. Only partnership with Russia can guarantee the statehood of the Republic of
Moldova;

3. Traditional values are under attack from Europe;
4. Integration into the EU means loss of sovereignty and war;
5. Russia liberated Moldova from Nazism, and Europe is rewriting history.

In this context, we refer to censorship as the unjustified distortion of journalistic material or
unjustified prohibition of disseminating certain information by media management; any action
by public authorities or persons holding public offices that interferes with the editorial activity of
the media or their employees or that prevents printing or dissemination of information (Law on
Freedom of Expression). The Constitution of the Republic of Moldova guarantees the freedom of
opinion and expression and expressly provides that ‘public media are not subject to censorship’,
while the Law on Freedom of Expression prohibits censorship, interference with the editorial
activity of the media (except in cases provided for by law), and creation of public authorities for
the prior control of information to be disseminated by the media. According to the same
document, ‘the obligation imposed by the court through a final decision to disseminate or not

disseminate certain information, as well as the obligation imposed by law to disseminate certain
information, does not constitute censorship’. Likewise, censorship entails criminal liability
(Criminal Code of the Republic of Moldova).

Monitoring subject. The YouTube channels were selected based on a set of cumulative criteria.
The list includes popular channels, which are active on socio-political topics, selected based on
publicly available, albeit partially incomplete, data provided by digital analytics platforms such
as SocialBlade and VidIQ, which were used as a guide to estimate the visibility and activity of
the channels. Only those channels that publish regularly updated content and maintain a constant
presence on the platform were considered. The initial list was completed by inclusion of official
channels of the most popular television stations and news websites, according to the Media
Audience Study published in 2025 by the IJC, as well as channels that could publish problematic
content and channels popular in the information spaces of Gagauzia and the Transnistrian region.



https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=141515&lang=ro
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=141515&lang=ro
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=153355&lang=ro
https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/
https://cji.md/studiu-de-audienta-a-mass-media-din-republica-moldova/

Channel

TCB Tiraspol

TVS8

IIepssrii IIpunnecTpoBckuii

ProTV Chisinau

Jurnal TV

Europa Libera Moldova

Ziarul de Garda

TRM

Morari Live

TV6

NewTVmd

Canal 5

Nicolae Chicu

Newsmaker

Nokta

Primul in Moldova

AVATV

Internetu' Graieste

Puterca a 4a

TVR Moldova

TVC21

Nordnews

GRT

Source

https://www.youtube.com/@tsvtiraspol

https://www.youtube.com/@TV8Moldova

https://www.youtube.com/@PervyPridnestrovsky

https://www.youtube.com/@protvchisinau5284

https://www.youtube.com/@jurnaltv

https://www.youtube.com/@europa-libera-moldova

https://www.youtube.com/@Ziarul_de Garda

https://www.youtube.com/@TRMMDChannel

https://www.youtube.com/@morarilive

https://www.youtube.com/@tvémd

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOvSvdpakTdLTsT5SE2si-Nw

https://www.youtube.com/@Canal5md

https://www.youtube.com/@nicolaechicu

https://www.youtube.com/@NewsMakerOriginal

https://www.youtube.com/@noktamd

https://www.youtube.com/@PrimullnMoldovaTvTranslation

https://www.youtube.com/@AndreiAndrievski

https://www.youtube.com/c/InternetuGr%C4%83ie%C8%99te

https://www.youtube.com/@puterea_a_patra

https://www.youtube.com/@tvrmoldova4729

https://www.youtube.com/@tvc21channel/featured

https://www.youtube.com/@Nord-News

https://www.youtube.com/@grt md
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25100
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Newsmaker Stiri

Gabriel Calin

Gonta media

Realitatea Moldova

Moldova.org

Exclusiv TV

Vocea Basarabiei

Agora Moldova

One TV

RISE Moldova

TV Bilti

Moldova Online

Tv Nord

IPN

Bbennepckoe TeneBunenue

Radar Politic

Cinema 1

TEMA

N4

CII | HoBoctu

Unimedia

Late Buimistru

Coro3 Poccusi-MoinnoBa

GagauzMedia

https://www.youtube.com/@NewsMakerStiri

https://www.youtube.com/@calinlive

https://www.youtube.com/@GheorgheGonta001

https://www.youtube.com/(@RealitateaMoldova

https://www.youtube.com/@moldovaorg

https://www.youtube.com/@Exclusiv_tv

https.//www.youtube.com/@vocea.basarabiei

https://www.youtube.com/@AgoraMoldova

https://www.youtube.com/@OneTV_md

https.//www.youtube.com/@risemoldova9279

https://www.youtube.com/@TVBalti

https://www.youtube.com/(@moldovaonline1991

https://www.youtube.com/@TVNordMoldova

https://www.youtube.com/@agentiadepresaipn

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQu1jJ1cnt9bS2WMs5SHUSdw

https://www.youtube.com/@RadarPolitic/featured

https://www.youtube.com/@CINEMA -el2zb

https://www.youtube.com/@esti_tema

https://www.youtube.com/@n4moldova

https://www.youtube.com/@GazetaSP

https://www.youtube.com/@UnimediaVIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/@LATE BUIMISTRU

https://www.youtube.com/@soyzmdru/featured

https://www.youtube.com/@Gagauz Media
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Star TV https://www.youtube.com/@STARTVMOLDOVA 3170

1TV Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@1tvmoldova 2570
Costa Tatiana https://www.youtube.com/@COSTA_moldovanca 2210
24Moldova https:/www.youtube.com/@24moldova 2090
Global 24 https://www.youtube.com/@Global24MD 1980
I'naBHOe. MonnoBa https://www.youtube.com/@glavmoldova 1800
Moldova Pulse https://www.youtube.com/@MoldovaPulse 1690
Premiera TV Moldova https:/www.youtube.com/@PREMIERATVMOLDOVA 708
Telegraph Moldova https://www.youtube.com/@telegraphmd/videos 646
Kristian Graieste https://www.youtube.com/@KTristiangr¥%C4%83ie%C8%99te.official/featured 532

The analysis is exploratory and descriptive in nature and is aimed at identifying recurring
narrative patterns rather than assessing the intentionality of the actors analyzed. This exercise is
based exclusively on publicly available data and does not allow for the assessment of the actual
intentions of the content creators or the way the audience internalizes the messages. The findings
should therefore be interpreted as indications of the informational risks, rather than as definitive
attributions of responsibility or intent. The identification of certain narratives within this analysis
should not be interpreted as a finding of the commission of disinformation within the meaning of
the Code of Audiovisual Media Services, a competence that falls exclusively to the Audiovisual
Council.

GENERAL DATA

During the period from 6 to 15 May, 2.646 videos were
broadcast and 5,811 comments were distributed on the 57
monitored channels, revealing a total of 744 cases promoting
messages relevant to the topic of this report. According to the
data, their distribution was as follows:

- Russia liberated Moldova from Nazism, and Europe is

rewriting hiSlO?y (34%); russia liberated moldova from nazism — europe is
- integration into the EU means loss of sovereignty and rewriting history — 256 (34%)
eu integration means loss of sovereignty and war
0/
war (28%); — 208 (28%)
- traditional values are under attack from Europe (14%); traditional values are under attack from europe —

107 (14%)

only partnership with russia can preserve
moldova’s statehood — 93 (13%)

moldova’s economy was better with russia / the
ussr — 80 (11%)


https://www.youtube.com/@STARTVMOLDOVA
https://www.youtube.com/@1tvmoldova
https://www.youtube.com/@COSTA_moldovanca
https://www.youtube.com/@24moldova
https://www.youtube.com/@Global24MD
https://www.youtube.com/@glavmoldova
https://www.youtube.com/@MoldovaPulse
https://www.youtube.com/@PREMIERATVMOLDOVA
https://www.youtube.com/@telegraphmd/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@Kristiangr%C4%83ie%C8%99te.official/featured

- only partnership with Russia can guarantee the statehood of the Republic of Moldova
(13%);

- the economy of the Republic of Moldova was more prosperous alongside Russia/during
the Soviet period (11%).

The dynamics of message dissemination during the monitoring period were uneven. However, on
9 May, there was a significant increase in the number of cases associated with the narrative that
Russia liberated Moldova from Nazism, and Europe is rewriting history.
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IDENTIFIED NARRATIVE CONTEXTS

Example 1: The events in Chisinau, through the lens of Canal 5/TV6

In a news bulletin broadcast on the 11" of May by TV6, which produces contents under the
Canal 5 logo, the events organized in Chisinau on the occasion of 9 May were covered
extensively, but presented through an obvious opposition between Victory Day and Europe Day.
The reports emphasized the idea that the authorities had limited or tried to reduce the visibility of
events dedicated to Victory Day, while the Great National Assembly Square had allegedly been
reserved for the celebration of Europe Day. The tone was set in the introduction, through the
statement that, ‘regardless of the authorities’ impediments for the celebration of Victory Day and
the ‘Immortal Regiment’ March in the Great National Assembly Square, by offering the square



exclusively for the celebration of Europe Day, tens of thousands of people gathered to celebrate
Victory Day.’

The report included elements with Soviet and nostalgic symbolism, including references to
Soviet songs such as ‘Katyusha’ and references to the Saint George Ribbon, a symbol whose
display is prohibited by law in the Republic of Moldova. Most of the selected vox pops followed
the same narrative direction:

- Europe Day is an ‘invented’ and ‘violently imposed’ holiday, in contrast to Victory Day,
presented as an authentic and important holiday for citizens;

- ‘It is Victory Day, because only problems and negativity come from Europe: rising
prices at the market, transportation, gasoline’;

- ‘Such a day like Europe Day actually does not exist anywhere. It is not celebrated in any
country. It is a holiday specially invented here, in the Republic of Moldova, to oppose it
to the holiday of our people, Victory Day over fascism’.

The material also included statements by political or public figures that reinforced the
association between contesting Victory Day and ‘neofascism’. Diana Caraman, the chair of the
Communist Party fraction (CPRM) in Parliament, is quoted as saying that those disturbed by
Victory Day would be ‘true traitors, followers of neofascism’, and ‘we, as heirs of this victory,
will not allow fascism to raise its head again’. Vladimir Voronin, the leader of the CPRM, is
quoted as stating: ‘We are here also as a warning to the nationalist, unionist, national-fascist
circles that want to bring Europe back onto a path of confrontation, war, fascism’.

The report also features Valeriu Climenco, President of the Congress of Russian Communities in
the Republic of Moldova, according to whom Romania would be obliged to provide the Republic
of Moldova with ‘compensation for the damage caused during the Second World War, including
human losses and destruction of the economy’. According to him, Romania would be just as
responsible in this regard as ‘Nazi Germany’. In addition, the Ambassador of the Russian
Federation in Chisinau, Oleg Ozerov, is quoted with the message that the 1945 victory ‘was a
victory over the ideas of Nazism, of racial exclusivity, and of the superiority of one nation over
another. Today, unfortunately, we see that these ideas are trying to revive in the dark corridors of
Brussels, which increasingly resemble the Reich Chancellery’.
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Screenshot from the news bulletin. Title: ‘9 May in Chisinau. despite all the impediments, tens of thousands of
people celebrated Victory Day.” Source: YouTube/TV6

In other materials from the same news bulletin, tendentious headlines were used, with wordings
such as: ‘Does Europe mean peace? Chisinau marked Europe Day with a military equipment
demonstration’ or ‘Confusions over history and names, statements about Ukraine. How PAS
marked 9 May’. These formulations continued the narrative framework in which Europe Day is
presented as an artificial official action or antagonistic to the memory of Victory Day.

The videos and excerpts from them were also redistributed separately on the YouTube channels
of TV6 and Canal 5, including in short formats.

Example 2: The events in Tiraspol, through the lens of IlepBbIii IIpuaHecTpoBcKkMii

Also on the IlepBsiii IIpugnecTpoBekuii channel of the ‘state’ TV station in the Transnistrian
region, reports about 9 May were also built around the idea that the authorities in Chisinau had
tried to cancel or diminish Victory Day, but that this attempt had failed. One of the reports was
titled ‘In Moldova, the cancellation of Victory Day failed’, and the main themes were the
blocking of access to the Great National Assembly Square, prohibition of the ‘Immortal
Regiment’” March, and replacement of Victory symbols with European Union flags.

The report presented the participation of citizens in the events in Chisinau as a form of continuity
of historical memory, despite the alleged prohibitions or limitations. The material states that
‘thousands of Chisinau residents took to the streets with portraits of veterans, Victory flags, and
flowers, despite the prohibitions’ and that the celebration of Victory Day in Moldova ‘could not
be prevented’ — marches, car rallies, and flower-laying at the Memorial took place. Also, the so-
called president of the self-proclaimed region, Vadim Krasnoselski, was quoted inviting



Moldovans to celebrate Victory Day in the Transnistrian region, where it ‘is not replaced by
Europe Day.” The report also reiterated the thesis that the Red Army liberated Europe from
Nazism, closed the death camps and put an end to experiments on people, and this contribution
should be recognized.
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Screenshot from the report. Title: ‘In Moldova, cancellation of Victory Day failed.” Source: YouTube/lIlepsuiii
Tlpuonecmposckuii

Another report, entitled ‘Thank you for the opportunity to celebrate Victory Day - residents of
Moldova came to the Transnistrian Moldavian Republic on 9 May’, presented the region as a
space where Victory Day can be celebrated ‘properly’, including with the Saint George Ribbon,
‘as an act of commemoration and resistance against attempts to erase history’. The central
message of the report was that residents of the Republic of Moldova had come to the left bank of
the Nistru River to celebrate 9 May without the restrictions applied in Chisinau. A citizen quoted
in the report stated: ‘Thanks and gratitude to the leadership of Transnistria for giving us today
the opportunity to celebrate a great holiday exactly like this: with these flags, with this ribbon’.

In other materials on the same channel, the narrative was expanded by the contrast between the
Transnistrian region, presented as a space that ‘preserves history’, and the Republic of Moldova,
presented as a space where history is allegedly rewritten or distorted. In one video, the presenter
states: ‘In Transnistria, the deed of the liberating soldiers is honoured. Here, the history and
memory of the tragic events are preserved. Now, the Moldovan authorities justify all the horrors
of Nazism and rehabilitate Hitler’s accomplice, the Romanian Marshal Antonescu.’ In the same
context, Vadim Krasnoselski states that there is ‘a tendency to level history’ and that ‘now



attempts are being made not to speak about the sacrifice of the Soviet people, but rather about the
sacrifices of everyone.’

In another video, the presenter states: ‘In our country, the liberating soldier of the Red Army is
honoured. In Moldova, the criminal Antonescu is called a historical figure. In our country,
history is preserved, not rewritten.” Likewise, in an interview given on the eve of Victory Day,
Krasnoselski uses the term ‘killers of history’ to describe those who, in his opinion, distort the
history of the war. In the same context, the idea is also mentioned that if the Red Army is called
an ‘occupier’, then the armies of the United States and Great Britain should also be called so: ‘If
someone calls the Red Army an occupier, then at the same time they are also calling the United
States and United Kingdom occupiers. How else can we separate them? It is a delicate moment
in Moldova. History is being rewritten intentionally’.

Example 3: The events in Comrat, through a live broadcast by Gagauzyia Radio
Televizionu

Gagauzyia Radio Televizionu broadcasted a live stream of the events of 9 May in Comrat,
including on its YouTube channel, within a narrative framework focused on the role of the
Soviet Union in the victory over Nazism and the need to preserve historical memory. The main
messages emphasized the idea that the Soviet Union played a decisive role in defeating Nazism,
that the memory of those who fell in the war must be passed on to the younger generations, and
that the ‘true’ history of the war must be protected from attempts of rewriting it.

In the speeches of several local officials and politicians, Victory Day was associated with a
shared memory of the former Soviet republics, while ‘Gagauzia and other former USSR
republics’ were presented as ‘a common homeland’, whose heroes gave their lives for the
freedom of Europe, whereas the Republic of Moldova was portrayed as ‘forgetting’ and
‘ignoring’ the war sacrifices on its territory.

Ilia Uzun, First Deputy Chair of the Executive Committee of the Gagauzia ATU, formulated this
thesis in a speech in which he stated: ‘Today, the United Europe is once again behaving
aggressively towards the Slavic world. It is behaving aggressively towards Russia and Belarus.
Europe was captured by the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of the Nazis. Today they rule
Europe. They want war between peoples again. The grandchildren of those who lost want to
rewrite our history, the history of the victors, but we will not allow it: history cannot be
rewritten’; ‘The human sacrifices during the Second World War are being forgotten by our
current government’.

Between 6 and 15 May, a number of messages relevant to the monitored topic were also
identified outside the framework of 9 May.




In the case of pro-Russian narratives, the monitored messages combined references to the
prosperous Soviet past with arguments of economic and strategic usefulness of maintaining
relations with the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) space. On TV6, for example,
Diana Caraman stated that the authorities ‘systematically denigrate the Soviet past’ and
‘glorify fascism’. In her intervention, Caraman claimed that ‘in educational institutions and
military units, there are almost mass screenings of shows and films about deportations and
famine, in which the Soviet soldiers who liberated Moldova in 1944 are presented as real
criminals, cruel monsters’. On TVC21, Dumitru Roibu, Chairman of the Alliance of
Moldovans Party, presented Moldova’s exit from the CIS as ‘a political decision forced by
external pressures, not a strategic necessity,” associating it with negative effects on security
and the economy, including ‘the loss of access to the exchange of information on dangerous
persons.” Roibu also stated that the CIS space ‘does not only mean the Russian Federation, it
also means other countries,” and that the haste to leave the Commonwealth of Independent
States would be ‘otherwise inexplicable except as a demand from abroad.’

On the other hand, in the case of anti-European narratives, the monitored messages associated
Moldova’s rapprochement with the European Union with risks of militarization, loss of
sovereignty, and pressure on the Transnistrian region. Diana Caraman presented, on TV6, the
visit of Kaja Kallas, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, to
Chisinau on 7-8 May, as an action that ‘violates Moldova’s neutral status’ and ‘raises
suspicions regarding the country’s preparation for joining a military bloc, not just the EU’. In
another TV6 report, the concession of the Giurgiulesti International Port to Romania was
formulated in a similar way: ‘The Giurgiulesti International Port, which ensures 70% of
Moldova’s maritime trade, was transferred to Romania for 49 years, raising concerns regarding
military use and loss of sovereignty’. On the IlepBblii IIpuanecTtpoBckmii channel, the same
narrative line was extended to the relation between Chisinau and Tiraspol. Vladimir
Shapovalov, presented as a Russian political scientist, claimed that Moldova would apply
‘economic blows’ against the Transnistrian region through taxes, blocking exports and the
intention to charge ‘pseudo-VAT and excise duties’: ‘Moldova has chosen the path to the
European Union, actively promoting the so-called reintegration and Romanianization. The
opinion of the inhabitants of Transnistria is ignored. Although Moldova tends to abolish its
own state, the authorities there want with an obsessive insistence to pull Transnistria after
them, which does not need Romania and which self-determined precisely because of the
Romanianization policy.’

DOMINANT NARRATIVES IN THE COMMENTS

Out of the total comments distributed during the monitoring period, 701 promoted at least one
of the narratives identified in the analysis. These represent 12% of the total number of
comments placed on channels during the monitoring period. On average, the number of



problematic comments is four times higher than the number of videos in which narratives were
identified. This disproportion confirms the trend observed in previous monitoring: on YouTube,
the comments section continues to play a significant role in amplifying and reinforcing certain
views, opinions or interpretations..
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Video-comment ratio in the dissemination of narratives

Most of the narratives were identified in the comments left by users under the materials on the
Newsmaker Moldova channel (125 cases), followed by the TV6 Moldova (101) and Mlive (74)
channels. To a significantly lesser extent, messages from the same narrative spectrum were also
distributed under the videos of other channels.
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Distribution of narratives identified in the comment section of the analyzed channels



602 comments out of the total analyzed included content that violates the platform's
policies, mainly harassment and intimidation, hate speech, or offensive and abusive content,
being reportable according to YouTube standards and subject to reporting/moderation.

In the analyzed comments, their authors promote a pro-Russian and anti-EU orientation. One of
the observed directions concerns the idealization of the Soviet past, presented as a period when
‘schools, universities, kindergartens were built’ and when ‘Moldova was flourishing’, in contrast
to the present, which is described by poverty, migration, ‘abandoned villages’ and ‘closed
schools’. Russia is presented as the only solution for the future of the country: ‘Only Russia can
save Moldova from slavery’ or ‘without Russia, Moldova will always be at a dead end and
begging’. At the opposite pole, European integration is associated with the loss of sovereignty,
debts, the ‘dictatorship’ of Brussels and the transformation of the Republic of Moldova into a
‘puppet of the European Commission’. The European Union is demonized through insulting or
conspiratorial formulas such as the ‘European Satanist Union’, ‘Sorosists’, ‘Sandu’s Satanists’ or
‘Gayropa’ [a pejorative and propagandistic term used especially in anti-Western and pro-Russian
discourses to derogatorily describe Europe or the European Union. The word combines: ‘gay’,
used with negative and stigmatizing intention towards LGBTQ+ people, and ‘Europe’, editor’s
note].

Another direction is related to historical memory and 9 May, with commentators opposing
Victory Day to Europe Day and accusing the authorities of attempting to rewrite history or
prohibit the celebration of the Soviet past. At the same time, some messages justify the need for
the Republic of Moldova to return to ‘Russia’s orbit’ or even become part of the Russian
Federation, invoking historical, economic and geopolitical arguments.

The tone of many of these comments is radical, highly emotional and often aggressive, with
attacks against Maia Sandu, the Party of Action and Solidarity, the EU, LGBT people and
supporters of the pro-European orientation.

We remind you that, according to its community rules, YouTube prohibits promotion of
pornography, incitement to violence, harassment or hateful speech, etc. on its platform, and

comments that violate these provisions are to be reported through a combination of automatic
detection and manual reporting. At the same time, the Code of Ethics of Journalists of Moldova
stipulates that ‘media institutions, in the administration of websites, as well as pages/accounts on
social networks, do not allow and do not accept from the public, in reactions (comments),
derogations from legal and ethical norms. To this end, media institutions properly moderate
reactions/comments to media products’.



https://transparencyreport.google.com/youtube-policy/removals?hl=ro
https://consiliuldepresa.md/ro/page/codul-deontologic-al-jurnalistului-din-r-moldova
https://consiliuldepresa.md/ro/page/codul-deontologic-al-jurnalistului-din-r-moldova

A He 3Hal0 3IKOHOMUCTA, HO OHa XOTb He roBopuna npo

OHbI U Hbl paccTp A ator
COPOBCKUIA Aypayok - nu3obnioa Bymakos, NoBTOPAOWMIA
3a Banagom u o Cor NOXb
npo MYNAT u OHbI PaccTp: , NyCTb
paccKaxeT 0 TOM, KTO paspyLumn Cenbckoe X03ANCTBO, a
370 ero No6uMble amepuKkaHLbl ( BCNOMHUTL Nporpammy
CLUA " MambiHT ", y KOTOpPbIX OH yuunca! Tak Bymakos eweé
v nnarnartop! Mporpammy menuopauuv Monaasuun
cpenanu 8 CCCP n 6naronopa aToMy noytu 80% cenbxos-
3emenb OpoWanoch, KOTOPYIO PaspyLINAM aMepuKaHLbl Co
cBoeit nporpammoit " MambIHT", B Hapoae " MopMbiH "!

TEORIA SOROSISTA DE DISTRUGERE A NATIUNELOR
S| A FAMILIEI TRADITIONALE ARE NUME
CONCRETE>ALEX SOROS>MAEA SANDU>ONGHISTII
PAS PLATITI PENTRU ADUCEREA INDO-PACHISTANO-
BANGLADES&NEPAL SA NE DISTRUGA TARA,CREDINTA
S| FAMILIA PRIN TEORIA SATANEI SOROSISTE MAEA
SANDU S| SOROSISTII PAS ONGISTI,IN UCRAINA AU
FACUT RAZBOI,AU UCIS PESTE 1 MIL DE BARBATI
ALBI....ACUM SOROSISTUL ZELENSCHI ADUCE 300.000
DE EMIGRANTL...IN PLAN IN UCRAINA SAADUCA 4.5
MIL DE EMIGRANTI......MAEA SANDU E SATANA
SOROSISTA,GLOBALISTA LGBTQISTA,ONGISTA....

Daca vrea Putin sterge Kiev capitala Ucrainei naziste in 5
minunte. 1 lanuarie 2007 , este cea ma neagra zi din istoria
Romaniei cand am intrat in Imperiul Satanist si economic
numit Uniunea Europeana dominat de Germania si Franta.
Romdnia a perdut independenta si a devenit vaca de muls
a satanistilor de la Uniunea Satanista Europeana care ne-
au impus avortului si leg: iei
homosexualitatii . Romania va fi ca Sodoma si Gomora
precum Uniunea Satanista Europeana.cea ma neagra zi din
istoria Romaniei cand am intrat in Imperiul Satanist si
economic numit Uniunea Europeana dominat de Germania
si Franta. Romania a perdut independenta si a devenit vaca
de muls a satanistilor de la Uniunea Satanista Europeana
care ne-au impus legalizarea avortului si legalizarea
depravatiei homosexualitatii . Romania va fi ca Sodoma si
Gomora precum Uniunea Satanista Europeana.

COBGPLI.IQHHO ACHO, 4YTO Kak nocagunu 3Ty KONOHWanbHyo

HopmanbHble noav npasgHyoT AeHb nobeapl,
n@pepacbl AeHb ren-eyponsl. TpaaaTopuin hacumwTh W
NVHI3NIA KYpypunop remponeHe ¢a apaa na yHayn

AQynywn.

MoaTomy Mbl He XoTUM B EBPOCOIO3, NOTOMY YTO OHU Hac

YHUYTOXAT.

MPOCTO B LEHTPE BYAET rEA-NAPAL IOBUTEW

EBPOXXOIrbI !!!

~ o

Numai Russia poate salva Moldova din robie.

-

BRAVO. BARBATUL A SPUS TOT CORECT. Satanistii lui

sandu si LGBT-PAS, se sufoca. Spinzurativa,

spurcacionelor.& &2 %252 9 mai e ziua VICTORIEI, Poporul

URSS a invins geiropa fascista. @ &

Bparn Monpossl, 3to Myna Canay,koTopan rpaxaaHka
PymbiHum kak n Bce MACoBUbI,0HWM MapuoHeTKu EBponbl,
Bparu mMonaaBsckoro Hapoaa. Bnacte Monaoeb!
3anpeLyaoT,3akpbiBaloT,NepenucLIBaloT UCTOPUIO,OHN
XOTAT 3aKpbiTh BCEM PTbl,3aNPETUTL PYCCKMA A3bIK.Mbl
Kak roBOpuUnn,u CMOTPENn Ha PyCCKOM A3blKe,Tak u Gyaem
rosopuTh.OTa HeageksaTHanA Bpaxae6Han BnacTb no
OTHOLIEHWIO K HApoAay,NyCTb He AyMaeT,4yTo OHa Hapoa
CMOXET 3arHaTb B Yron,u 3anpeTuTb rOBOPUTb UM Ha
poaHom A3bike! MpasAT Mongosoi
KOPPYNUUOHEPbI,KOTOPbIE MyTAT BOAY,U pa3xuraloT
HEHaBUCTb U MEXHALMOHANbHYIO PO3Hb MeXAY
nioabmu.He BnacTb,a nodopuwe! f - F o f

AAMUHUCTPALMIO - XXENTYIO YyMy BHELIHWE CUNbI-
cneucnyx6el MU-6, Moccaa u LIPY, Tak u CKuHYT ee

CMOryT TONbKO BHelwHue cunbl. MNoka PoccuAa He gonpet
0o Opecchbl, HUYEro He U3MEeHUTCA K Ny4ywemy B Mongose.

CCCP pacrawmnm no co6CTBeHHbIM KapmaHam He ANA

6nara Hapopa. NMoTtepA npoussoacTea, pocT 6e3paboTuubl
W HULWETHI, NPAMan NOTepA cyBepexHuTeTa. MpAMbIM

TeKCTOM. Mbl 6binu cunbHbl, Koraa 6binn BMECTe Co CBoen
3KoHOMUKOW. ManoTam He nucaTb npo konbacy v nycTbie

nonku. Bac, nanortos, Tam He 6bino.

Hy 4T0 Bbl BCe BpeMA neaute To 8 ManA To 9 MaA ¢ BawuM

HENOHATHBLIM NPa3AHUKOM MAUOTLI hawmncTbl. Mol

Monposaxe u Hapoa Monaosbl 6yaeT YTUTL BEYHO NaMATL

souHos CCCP koTopble ocTaHoBuNM awmnsam. Bel
HEeCYaCTHbIe TONbKO Ha TeppuTopun Beccapabum 6bino

6onee 30 reTo rae pyMbiHbl yHacTBOBANU B YHUNTOXEHUM

niopen Monposan Pycckux Espees Libirad Maraysos n

MHOrMX APYrux HAUUOHANBHOCTEN.

[a pasno yxo nopa u bepHyTs Monaosy 8 opouTy Poccun.
Heyxenu #e NOHATHO 4TO ¢ EBPONORA HIMEro Xopowero we
GYAOT, HA PAIBMTHA, HM KAKHX HOBBIX NPOOKTOB POANBHO
WO NPOCTO CNOBA A XOTA Ot 3380AM HAbPUKH Kax B
MCCP. Myl xyaa uaém? Heyxenu He BIANO STO Kpome

Cuntaio neHs EBponsl He Haw NPas3gHuK a
esponeiiues.Haw npa3aHuk aTo 9Man aeHs
noGeasl.Hawei noGeas! Geiswero CCCP.Ecnu Gbl He Hawm

KaK GarpavnTs 8 EC W MuTh noCyAy W Samsmust
NEHCHOHEPAM HE YBIAEM? BOT ITO Mi HECKONBKO THICAN
rpaxaan Monaoes: BwGpani, 7777 NanoTwam u Tynmk,
NPOCTO POANKHO TYNMINA. TAKOO OUYLISHIE NTO y HAC
rpaxaan MONA0BH 6CTS NPOTPAMMA 8 FONOBE, JapaboTaTs
HECKONBKO AECATKOB THICAY 8BPO W NOTOM NPHEXaTs &
Monaosy v NOTPATHTS KA NOKPACHTS 3a00p. A YTO
nanswe? e pasewtve? Mae Gyaywee nawwx neTeR?
Manotiau. Moka e N03IAHO BEPHY T MONABCKMR Hapoa
8 OpOMTY POCCHI TONBKO TAX Miil COXPAHIM AILIK,
MCTOPWIO, GYAYWee HAWErO HAPOAA. Mbl TaK W OCTaHeMCA

p Mbl BCE He p v Canpgy B TOM uucne rae
OHa npo T Np 3Toro np Bece
YMHOBHUKYM NoaaepxuBaloT.Kak oHW BCe nepesepHynu ¢
HOP Ha roNoBY Hal BCEMMPHbIA Npa3aHuk.Kak Takoe
BO3MOXHO B Hawe BpemA.Mp T Kakue-1o "

AVKTYIOT HaMm 4TO OTMeuaThb.Kakoi cTbia. KTo OHn Takue

8 coose © © asymn
A3eKaMM, Kax BENOPYCCKMAA HAPOA NOXANYACTA. HO XOTA
Ots kax MPy3nA OTKA3ANACH OT PAIPEWNTENBHOD
coTpymmvectea ¢ EC Pocowa cpana xotopan
PaIBUBASTCA W y ITOR CTPaNM ocTs Oyaywee. A wToy
oi EBpone KOTOPaR CXOPO NEYSTATS MO CMOryT
NOTOMY YTO rPAGMTE HOKOD M HET PECYPCOB.

Selection of comments preserved in their original form

4To6bI 3anp ™ y Hapoay Tb Np:
pa3 e roa TO BpeMA cTp
r Mouemy ato y Hapoay.Movemy

3anof AWKTYeT Ham COBETCKOMY Hapoay.KTo noasonset
3710 aenars.Jlioam Bbl 4TO TBOpUTE.Kak 3aTo
BO3MOXHO.MHe CTbiAHO 3a Bac.3a sawy TynocTs No
OTHOWEHWIO K Hawen cTpaHe.



CONCLUSIONS

The monitoring confirms that 9 May remains a pretext for recycling, in the information space of
the Republic of Moldova, contradictory, polarizing and often tendentious messages, built around
the opposition between Victory Day and Europe Day, between Russia and the European Union,
between Soviet nostalgia and the European future prospects of the Republic of Moldova. This
year was no exception either, with already well-established opinions and visions: the Russian
Federation as a ‘liberator’, Europe as an actor that ‘rewrites history’, European integration as a
threat to sovereignty or rapprochement with Russia as a solution for statehood and prosperity.

In particular, on YouTube, the volume of video materials directly promoting these narratives was
not dominant, which suggests a presence concentrated around specific channels rather than a
massive mobilization across the entire platform. However, one particular aspect concerns the role
of comments. Problematic and toxic messages were found to a much greater extent in the
reactions of users posted under various video materials, where the identified narratives were
amplified, radicalized or reformulated in aggressive language. Comments function not only as a
space for expressing personal opinions, but also as an area for consolidating hostile
interpretations towards the EU, the authorities in Chisinau, supporters of the pro-European
orientation or vulnerable groups, all of these lacking objective arguments. The disproportion
between the number of videos and the number of problematic comments indicates that, in the
case of YouTube, information risks should not be assessed exclusively through the content
broadcast by various channels, but also through the trends proliferating in the comments section.

Even if the intensity of distribution of these messages was more limited compared to other
contexts previously analyzed by the IJC on YouTube, the fact that they are reactivated around
symbolic dates demonstrates the need to continue monitoring the platform, including the
comments sections and the way these are or are not moderated.

The monitoring was made possible with the support of the Society 22 organization's disint.ai
platform, by accessing publicly available YouTube data: channels, videos, and comments. The
processing, analysis and interpretation of these data were carried out entirely by disint.ai and
the Independent Journalism Centre and do not reflect the position of YouTube.


http://disint.ai/
http://disint.ai/

